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PREFACE. 


I HAVE made no attempt at originality in 
these pages. Neither have I sought to 
startle my readers or attract their attention 
by any novelties. But I have sought in a 
plain way to bring before them the good 
old truths of God’s precious Word. My aim 
has been to instruct, comfort, and encourage 
them with the same important truths which 
have instructed, comforted, and encouraged 
God’s believing people in all ages. The 
reader will consequently find nothing new 
in this unpretending volume. [I trust, if he 
read it prayerfully, he will find in it some- 
thing to instruct him in this age of many 
errors and delusions, something to comfort 
him in this world of multiplied cares and sor- 
rows, and something to encourage him in 
running his race of many difficulties and 
dangers. It is not easy for a writer or 
speaker to know from what source he har 
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derived the sentiments to which his lips give 
utterance, or the thoughts which flow from 
his pen. For every one now reads go. 
many works, and every public teacher has 
his mind so stored with thoughts imbibed 
from the discourses he has heard, and the 
serials and volumes he has read; that it 
requires more than an angel’s memory to 
recollect from what sermon or lecture heard, 
or from what magazine, tract, paper, com- 
mentary, or other book perused, his mind 
like a sponge has received the truth, simile, 
fact, or illustration, with which he seeks to 
edify his audience or readers. 

In preparing for the Pulpit, it has been 
my custom to make notes of any striking 
simile, condensed statement of truth, or 
happy arrangement of a subject, I might 
meet with in my course of reading; and I 
have freely made use of these notes, -as: well 
as of my memory, in preparing ane little 
volume for the press. 

It is quite possible, therefore, that the 
reader may now and then find a sentence, 
an illustration, or an arrangement of a 
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subject, very similar to what he may have 
before met with in some other work. I 
suppose this is unavoidable, for I have my- 
self met with the same arrangement of a 
subject, and almost the same phraseology 
for many pages, frequently in éwo distinct 
works, and sometimes in three or more 
works, by different authors. As in works 
upon Law, History, Botany, or any other 
Science, the same facts appear and the 
same statements are made by hundreds of 
writers; so, to a certain extent, it is in Re- 
ligion.. Writers upon religious subjects 
study the one Great Book, THE BrB1z, and 
its truths suggest to their minds the same 
remarks and observations ; they peruse the 
same standard books. of Divinity, from 
which their memories are stored with the 
same thoughts and illustrations, and then, 
when they put pen to paper, or open their 
lips in the pulpit, the same remarks and 
observations flow from their lips, and the 
same sentiments and expressions emanate 
from their pens. 

Such truths, like good anecdotes, are not 
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the less instructive because they have often 
been told before. If, therefore, my reader 
finds in these pages nothing but the old 
truths which are familiar to the minds of 
all God’s people, I trust he will not despize 
them for their want of novelty, but seek to 
derive instruction, comfort, and encourage- 
ment from them. “To write the same 
things to you to me mdeed is not grievous, 
but for you it is safe.’—Phil. ii. 1. 
“Wherefore, I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be established 
in the present truth. Moreover, I will en- 
deavour that ye may be able AFTER MY DECEASE 
to have these things always tn remembrance.” 
—2 Peter i. 12—15. 





THE GREATNESS OF GOD’S LOVE. 


“ ProcLarTm inimitable love ! 
Jesus, the Lord of worlds above, 
Puts off the beams of bright array, 
And veils the God in mortal clay. 


‘“‘ He that distributes crowns and thrones 
Hangs on a tree, and bleeds, and groans! 
The Prince of life resigns His breath, 
The King of glory bows to death.”—W arts. 
Man, in a state of nature, does not know 
God. He cannot know Him so long as he 
remains the servant of sm. When Adam 
fell, he and all his posterity became the 
slaves of sin; and it is only by the mighty 
power of Divine grace that any are delivered 
from that state of ignorance and slavery, 
and made children of God, heirs of glory, 
and partakers of everlasting life. 
If we look back upon the history of the 
B 
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world, we shall find that sin darkened the 
understanding of man as well as corrupted 
his_heart. We shall find that sin closed 
the eye of the soul, so that it could not see 
and know God, as well as closed the door 
of the heart, so that no feelings of love, no 
warm affections could rise in it and flow 
forth towards God. 

The philosophers and wise men of the 
world could not find out God. With all 
their worldly wisdom, they were ignorant of 
that knowledge which is the most important 
of all, the knowledge of God. They could 
not even find out that God created this 
world—that the heavens were His handi- 
work, and that the beautiful stars which 
throng the firmament and the glories of 
this lower creation were all made by Him. 
They did not know God even as a Creator. 
As the Apostle Paul tells us, in the first 
chapter of his epistle to the Romgns, 22nd 
verse, “‘ Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools, and changed the glory 
of the uncorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
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and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” 
And, again, the same Apostle says, in his 
1st epistle to the Corinthians, ‘Where is 
the wise? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the disputer of this world? Hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world ? 
For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe.” 

Man being by nature in this state of ig- 
norance, how can we sufficiently admire the 
wonderful condescension, pity, and com- 
passion of God in stooping to reveal Him- 
self tous? Itis an act of wondrous love 
and condescension, that He reveals His 
glories even to those bright and spotless 
spirits before His throne, who have never 
sinned. But how much more wondrous is 
the love—how much more deep the conde- 
scension, when He deigns to make Himself 
known to us sinners. He does this in His 
own most precious word. We find Him in 
the Bible graciously making Himself known 
to poor rebellious sinners. And in what a 
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wonderful manner does He do it! How 
full of exquisite tenderness, how overflow- 
ing with goodness and mercy, is the way in 
which He reveals Himself to our guilty 
race! He tells us that He delights in 
mercy. He calls Himself “the God of all _ 
grace,” “the God of consolation.” Who 
could ever have thought that when the great 
and holy God was about to speak to pol- 
luted, rebellious creatures, He would have 
spoken in such language! Who would ever 
have supposed it possible that the sweet 
and gentle words which His lips would 
utter to His fallen creatures would be “ Gop 
1s LOVE?” Oh, is there not enough here to 
melt the hardest heart? Is there not enough | 
to thaw down the ice of our cold and selfish 
souls? That God against whom we have 
rebelled, whose commandments we have_ 
broken, whose word we have neglected, 
whose authority we have despised—that God 
is LOVE. 

Oh! how hard must the heart of that 
sinner be, how stiff his neck, how stubborn 
his perverse will, who does not feel inclined 
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to lay down the arms of his rebellion and 
give up his sins, when he hears that that 
God against whom he has been sinning 18 
LOVE | 

If the reader is such an one, one who has 
never given himself up to God, but who 
continues, in spite of all the warnings he 
has received, to go on still in his wicked- 
ness, let me beseech him to ponder seriously 
this one truth—that that God against whom 
he is now living in enmity, is a God of 
LOVE. 

My poor fellow-sinner, do not, I beseech 
you, be any longer content to live a stranger 
to that God who is Love. When tempted 
_ to sin against Him, oh, remember that He 
is a God of boundless love—that His com- 
mandments are all loye—that He withholds 
no good thing from them that love Him, 
and that all that He has forbidden is and 
must be hurtful to the soul in the end; for 
God is Love. Do not be deceived by the 
false promises of sin; the devil and your 
own heart may try to make you think that 
you will find pleasure in sin, and that. you 

B2 
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may take your fill of such pleasure with im- 
punity. But, “be not deceived, God is not 
mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.”” It is love in 
God to warn us and to command us not to 
sin. Just as a tender and wise father will 
keep poison and sharp tools out of the reach 
of his children, for fear of mischief, so does 
our heavenly Father keep us out of the way. 
of sin, and leads us in the path of righteous- 
ness. Whenever you feel yourself tempted 
to sin, then, remember in your own mind, 
who it is against whom you think of sinning 
—a God of infinite Love. Oh, say to yourself 
with righteous indignation at the thought 
of such a thing, “‘ How can I do this great 
wickedness and sin against God?” against 
God who loved me so tenderly that He gave 
His only-begotten Son to die, that polluted 
sinners might be washed from their sins in 
His infinitely meritorious blood, and enter 
into the paradise of God? How can I pos- 
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sibly think of sinning against the God who 
loved me so wisely, that He gave me beau- 
tiful precepts in His own holy word, to show 
me what I ought to do, to enable me to 
avoid all the snares of the devil, and all the 
pollutions of a wicked world, and all the 
corruptions of my own fallen heart, and to 
lead a life of usefulness to others and of 
comfort to myself? How can I ever con- 
sent to sin against my good and tender 
Shepherd, who laid down His life for my 
soul? How can I be so base and ungrate- 
ful to my heavenly Father? How can I so 
grieve His Holy Spirit, which He has pro- 
mised to give me to cleanse my heart, and 
teach me and prepare me for all the great 
and unutterable joys of the world to come? 
How can I sin against boundless mercy, 
unmerited compassion, and infinite love? 
Oh, if we remembered more this delightful 
description of our heavenly Father, “ Gop 
1s Love,’ we should find our hearts less 
ready to fall into the sinful follies of the 
world ; we should find ourselves more anxious 
to please Him, who, in His glorious nature. 
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is one shoreless and fathomless sea of 
love. 

I should like to address such a question 
as the following to the hardened and impe- 
nitent, to those who are lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God: What do you 
suppose will be the end of those who reject 
the Gospel of a God who is Love? If you 
receive the Gospel now, by which life, par- 
don, salvation, are proclaimed, its terms are, 
“Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord; though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” Is not this the language of a 
God of Love? The Eternal God condescends 
to reason with sah and to show you the folly 

sin. He seems to say to 





you, “ Alaa, poor sinner! you know not 
ae you do! I beseech ae do not so 





life is proclaimed t Why mua you be the 
, il, when you may be my 
child? Why should you determine to go 


down to hell, when you may rise to heaven ? 
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Look at my great salvation, which I have 
prepared in my love to sinners; behold my 
Son; see Him dying for such; believe on 
Him as your Saviour, and though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.”” Can you find it in your heart 
to resist such reasoning as this? Can you 
listen unmoved to the gracious and touching 
words of our compassionate Creator ? Oh, 
let me entreat you, in love for your own soul, 
do not despise the riches of His goodness, 
and forbearance, and long-suffering; do 
not, in hardness and impenitence of heart, 
treasure up to yourself wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the nghteous 
judgment of God. Remember that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance. 
Remember that God has declared that He 
will render to every man according to his 
deeds—that, while He has promised “ glory, 
honour, and immortality to every man that 
worketh good,’”’ Healso declares that, “ the 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
people that forget God,’ and that He will 
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pour down “ tribulation and anguish upon 
every soul that obeys not the truth, but has 
pleasure in unrighteousness.”? Remember 
that there is no other Saviour but the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You must be saved by Him, 
or not at all. “There is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved.” If you put from you the 
message of reconciliation—if you pay noheed 
to the words of love and grace which God 
speaks to you in His Gospel, then you seal 
your own eterna] rnin, your blood will be on 
your own head, and you will learn to bewail 
your folly and your madness in that fearful 
place where hope never comes, ‘‘ where the 
worm never dieth, and the fire never shall 
be quenched ;’ where, throughout the 
countless ages of eternity, there shall be 
nothing but “‘ outer darkness, weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of teeth.” Will you 
not pray God, from your inmost soul, that 
you may never pass into that place of tor- 
ment, that you may never wake up in hell 
to know what an awful thing it is to reject 
the Gospel of Christ? 
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But I trust my reader is one of those that 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious, and 
who have been “enabled with all saints to 
comprehend what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height, and to know the love 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge.” 

There is a short text in the Bible which 
is one of the fullest and the richest in the 
whole of God’s precious word—‘ Gop 1s 
LOVE.” It is so full of glorious subject for 
profitable meditation, that the mind of the 
highest archangel could never exhaust it. 
‘God is love.”” They are short words, but 
they are sweet and precious words—full of 
heavenly comfort and spiritual cordials forthe 
believing soul. A child may indeed learn to 
lisp them, they are so short and plain and 
simple; but. the mind of man can never 
grasp all their weighty import, take in all 
their vast meaning in its length and breadth, 
or dive into all the sublime and glorious 
depths of their consoling truth. No mind 
can soar so high, or penetrate so deep. It 
is one of those beautiful texts so common 
in the word of our God, which resembles a 
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costly diamond taken from a mine of jewels. 
Turn it which way you will, you catch new 
beauties, it sparkles with fresh lustre, giving 
out more brilliant colours every time you 
gaze upon its loveliness. 

Let us try to enter into some of the de- 
lights furnished us by our gracious Master 
in this simple but noble text. It was written 
expressly for us, and is one of those num- 
berless sweets which the Lord has prepared 
for the refreshment of our souls in the Gos- 
pel feast. Itis true that in this world we 
can never expect to realize all their fulness ; 
the world to come will make known to us 
depths in them of which we dream not now, 
and show us heights in them which are too 
high for the flight of thought to reach now 
in all its wide range and scope. 


‘“« Were all the sky of parchment made, 

Were every stick on earth a quill, 

Were every man a scribe by trade, 
Could I with ink the ocean fill, 

To write the Jove of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry, 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole 
Though stretch’d from sky to sky.” 


Let us look at God as He has made Him- 
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self known to us in three ways, in each of 
which we shall find the truth of the state- 
ment, ‘“‘ Gop 18 LOVE.” 

lst, In His Creation. 

2nd, In His PRovipENncr. 

8rd, and chiefly, In the Gospzn or His 
SALVATION. 

1st. In His Creation.—Look around you, 
dear reader, and see what a world this is in 
which God has placedus. Oh, it is a lovely 
and a glorious world, after all that sin has 
done to mar its beauty and spoil its fair love- 
liness. It was good when it came first from 
the hand of its great Maker; God Himself 
looked upon it with satisfaction, and pro- 
nounced it “very good,”’ while “the morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy.” And itis good still. There 
is nothing evil in it but sin and sinful men. 
Oh, that God must indeed be a God of love 
who could prepare so beautiful a residence 
for man! The whole creation teems with 
wonders, and on every one of them all is 
written with the finger of truth, “God is 
love.” 

C 
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The voice of love is heard in the waving 
of our corn and the murmuring of our 
streams—ain the warbling of every feathered 
songster that enlivens the grove with his 
notes of praise, or pours down his flood of 
melody from the sky. The impression of 
God’s love is stamped on every fruitful field, 
and painted on every glowing landscape, 
and pencilled on every lovely flower that 
gladdens our fallen world. The expression 
of God’s love may be heard in every falling 
shower that refreshes the parched herb, and 
in every breath of wind which moves among 
the trees, carrying with it fragrancy and 
health and cool refreshment. It may be seen 
in the wide expanse of sea, with its myriads 
of fish, good for the food of man. It may 
be seen in the softness of the green carpet 
which He has spread beneath our feet, and 
the glorious firmament which He has spread 
like a curtain above our heads. It may be 
seen in every star that sparkles in the mid- 
night, and in every beam of light that 
reaches our world. There is one voice in all 
the furniture of this habitation of man, and 
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that voice is loud and deep and clear, that 
the name of that God who fashioned so 
wonderful a world must be Love. Yes, from 
every portion of the planet in which he 
dwells, there is a voice which speaks to man 
of the love of the Creator ; and every plant 
that blooms around his steps, and every 
insect that flits across his path, tells forth the 
same great truth to man, that God who made 
them all is LOVE. 

2nd. In His Provipzncr, God is love.— 
Oh, how many are the comforts which we 
must trace to the good hand of our God! 
His hand supplies our daily wants; His 
tender care provides for all our need. To 
Him we are indebted for all the sweet en- 
joyments of domestic life. The happiness 
of our firesides, the kindness of our friends, 
the love of our relations—all are the fruits 
of His good providence. That we enjoy 
health of body and peace of mind; that we 
pass quiet nights and enjoy tranquil slumbers 
—all depend on Him. Then think of the 
great blessing of a pious education ; of being 
born in a land where the light of His Gos- 
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pel shines, though in the midst of much sur- 
rounding darkness. Think of the great 
mercy of being permitted to enjoy the word 
of your God, and to worship Him in spirit 
and truth. Think of the goodness of God 
in raising up and sending you pastors after 
His own heart, to feed your souls with hea- 
venly manna, and discourse to you Sabbath 
after Sabbath of the love of Jesus and the 
salvation of yourimmortal souls. All these 
are strong marks of love. They all seem to 
speak to you in a voice that you cannot mis- 
take, and to tellyou, that, whetherin prevent- 
ing dangers or crowning you with blessings, 


the God of providence is a God of love. 
‘¢ God is love,’ His word has said it, 
This is news of heavenly birth ; 
Fly abroad and quickly spread it, 
Make it known thro’ all the earth, 
That “ God is love,” 
Not in yonder blessed regions 
Where the Lord, with glory crown’d, 
Reigns amidst angelic legions, 
Will the brightest proof be found 
That “ God is love.” 
’Tis on earth the Lord discloses 
All His love how vast it is, 
Earth’s the favour’d spot he chooses 
To convince the world of this, 
That ‘‘ God is love.” 
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8rd, and chiefly, In raz GosrzL of His 
salvation God is love. Herein is love in- 
deed, that when we were enemies by wicked 
works, Christ died for us. Though all God’s 
works proclaim Him to be love, yet most 
conspicuously and brightly does this sweet 
and precious character shine forth in the 
redemption of our lost and ruined race. 
Who can look upon a dying Saviour and 
fail to read in His agonies and groans, His 
drooping head and bleeding side, that God 
is love? Oh, it was love indeed to come 
down and die for man. It was love indeed 
to look down with an eye of grief and pity 
when we were at the very gates of hell, 
ready to drop into the burning gulf. Was 
it not love, beloved brethren, in God to stop 
you when you were fast rushing down the 
broad road that leads to death and hell? 
Was it not love to give you the wings of 
faith, and bid you soar up to His own abode 
of peace and love? Was it not love to 
send His Spirit into our hearts, teaching us 
to cry, “ Abba, Father ?”? Was it not love 
to send to us His ministers to bid us gaze 

c2 
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on the Lamb of God, till our cold hearts 
felt warm, and the rock of flint was melted. 
by the soft fire of His love into a heart of 
flesh ? Was it not love to warn us of our 
sad state by nature, bid us flee from the 
wrath to come, and invite us to find peace 
and life in His arms? Was it not love to 
save us, by the death of His own Son, from 
His own wrath which our sins had provoked ? 
God in Christ indeed is Lovz. Who that 
has read the story of the life of toil and 
sorrow, and the death of shame and cruel 
suffering which the Son of God endured for 
sinners, can doubt that ‘ God is love?” 
Who that has felt the sting of sin, and the 
shame of guilt, and the tortures of a 
troubled conscience, and been led to wash 
away all the crimson stains of his soul in 
the blood of the Lamb, can doubt that God 
is love? Who that has a hope of the crown 
of life and the joys of a world free from sin 
and sorrow, as the free gift of God, can 
doubt that ‘God is love??? Who that has 
tasted the solid peace and substantial joy 
shed forth in the heart by God, when His 
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word is read or the knee is bent, and the 
soul enjoys sweet communion with her 
Maker, can doubt that ‘‘God is love?” 
Oh, how vast must His love be, if God is 
love! No bounds to God, no bounds to 
His love. The sea has its shores, but God’s 
love is a sea without a shore. No end to 
God, no end to His love. ‘I have loved 
thee,” He says, “ with an everlasting love”’ 
—aN EVERLASTING LOVE! How large that — 
heart must be in which the infinite God con- 
descends to dwell. And He dwells in the 
heart of every one who loves Him. How 
this love must make the heart put forth its 
strength and expand its wings! Oh that 
all men had this heavenly Guest in their 
hearts! What a world of love would this 
then be! How free from angry strife ! 
How full of dove-like peace! How emptied 
of selfishness! How full of disinterested 
kindness! Would that all men would write 
on their hearts these three short words— 
“‘ God is love.”’ 

Jesus is the great exhibition of God’s 
love. Jesus is “ God manifest in the flesh :’’ 
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Jesus is God Incarnate. But Jesus is In- 
carnate LOvE, then God is Lover. 


*“ One there is above all others, 
Well deserves the name of Friend ; 
His is love beyond a brother’s, 
Costly, free, and knows no end. 
They who once His kindness prove, 
Find IT EVERLASTING LOVE. 


Which of all our friends to save us 
Could or would have shed his blood ? 

But the Saviour died to have us 
Reconciled in Him to God. 

THIS WAS BOUNDLESS LOVE INDEED! 

JESUS I8 A FRIEND IN NEED. 


Oh for grace our hearts to soften! 
Teach us, Lord, at length to love ; 
We, alas! forget too often 
What a Friend we have above; 
But when home our souls are brought, 
WE SHALL LOVE THEE AS WE OUGHT.” 


If God so loved us, surely we ought also 
to love one another. The sight is sweet of 
Christians walking in love. I remember 
the love of Christians has been compared 
to lines drawn from the circumference of a 
circle towards the centre; the nearer they 
approach the middle, the nearer also they 
approach one another, till they all meet and 
blend in one in the centre. So itis with 
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Christians ; Christ is their centre, and the 
nearer they live to Christ, the warmer they 
love Him, the nearer will they live to one 
another, and the warmer will their hearts 
glow with kindly affection one for the 
other, till at last they all meet in one in 
heaven, and sit down with Abraham, and 
Tsaac, and Jacob, at the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. Dear reader, if we are God’s 
children, let us see to it that we dwell in 
love. ‘‘ He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth 
in God, and God in him,” for “ God is 
love.’ What is it that gives the best joy 
and the strongest pleasure to the heart of 
man? Is it not love—the love of one of 
his own race? The love of a father or a 
mother; the love of a child, or a sister, or 
a friend, or a wife, will often fill him with a 
joy so unutterably great, that words are too 
feeble to express it. If the love of a poor 
fellow sinner can give him such cause for 
joy, and make him thus rejoicing at heart, 
how much more joyful would he be, how far 
more happy and glad at heart, if he knew 
the love of God. Let me invite you, my 
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dear reader, to feast upon this love. Let 
me entreat you never to close your heart 
and refuse an entrance to so divine a visitor. 
Where the love of God comes, there it 
brings happiness—happiness in this world, 
and eternal glory in the next. It is not 
hike the love of our fellow-creatures: they 
may desert us, or cease to love us: not so 
with God. ‘Having loved His own, He 
loves them unto the end.”’ His firm promise 
is, ‘“‘I will never leave thee; never, no 
never forsake thee.” 
“ Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above ; 


Deeper than the depths beneath ; 
Free and faithful, strong as death.” 


‘Can a woman,” He asks in Isaiah— 
“Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the 
son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee.” ‘Oh, taste 
and see that the Lord is good.” Drink 
deeply and fully of the streams of this love. 
We are fast journeying to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, that blissful abode of perfect 


THE GREATNESS OF GOD’S LOVE. 23 


and uninterrupted love. Every day brings 
us nearer and nearer to that glorious place, 
where there is fulness of joy, because there 
is fulness of love, for evermore. As we 
press on our heavenly march, let us cheer 
one another, and comfort and strengthen 
our own hearts by thinking much and talk- 
ing much of the boundless love of that 
Saviour whom we are going to see as a 
King upon His throne, surrounded by all 
His saints in glory, and all the myriads of 
the angelic hosts. The thought of His love 
will sweeten many a bitter cup, and soothe 
many a grievous pang, and soften down 
many a rugged path. It will support us 
in the dark hour of trouble, and on a dying 
bed; for it is stronger than death, and 
more mighty than the grave. It knows no 
change. It grows not weak or old. It will 
last as long as the heart in which it dwells, 
as long as the soul on which it rests. It is 
not the love of one too weak to do much 
for us; itis the love of one who is Omni- — 
_POTENT, whose word is law, and with whose 
almighty arm no power in earth or hell can 
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cope. Itis a love higher than the heaven 
from which He stooped to save us—deeper 
than the grave in which He once lay—more 
ancient than the foundations of the world, 
and as lasting as the interests of our im- 
mortal souls. It is the love of one who will 
spread His wings as a shield over those He 
loves, and with His own right arm defend 
them from every foe. It is a love free and 
full—wide as the poles, and as high as the 
throne of Christ, for ‘God is love.” “I 
am persuaded,” is the language of one who 
knew what the love of God was—“‘I am 
persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come; nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the LovE 
or Gop, which is in Cugist JEsvs ovr Lorp.”’ 


“Oh, for this love let rocks and hills 

Their lasting silence break, 

And all harmonious human tongues 
The Saviour’s praises speak. 

Angels, assist our mighty joys, 
Strike all your harps of gold ; 

But when you raise your highest notes, 
His love can ne’er be told. 
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See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down ; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown ? 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my sou), my life, my all !’’ 


THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 


‘¢ PRaYER is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Utter’d or unexprese’d ; 
The motion of a hidden fire, 
That trembles in the breast. 


Prayer is the burthen of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, 

The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 


Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try ; 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air, 

His watchword at the gates of death ; 
He enters heaven with prayer. 


Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, 
Returning from his ways; 

While angels in their songs rejoice, 
And cry, “ Behold he prays !” 


The saints in prayer appear as one, 
In word, and deed, and mind; 

While with the Father and the Son 
Their fellowship they find. 
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Nor prayer is made on earth alone, 
The Holy Spirit pleads ; 

And Jesus on th’ eternal throne, 
For sinners intercedes. 


O Thou by whom we come to God, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way, 

The path of prayer Thyself hast trod: 
Lord, teach us how to pray.” 


THERE are many golden words in the Bible ; 
many sayings, which are of more value than 
the wealth of kings, more precious than 
all the jewels the world contains. Are not 
the following such? ‘‘ ALL THINGS, WHAT- 
SOEVER YE SHALL ASK IN PRAYER, BELIEVING, 
YE SHALL RECEIVE.’ ‘They are the words of 
a King, the greatest of all kings, even the 
Lord Jesus, who hath on His vesture and 
on His thigh a name written—Krine or 
Kines anD Lorp or Loxgps. They are the 
words of one who has royal gifts at His 
disposal, and who possesses a kingly heart 
and a kingly disposition, ready to give 
royally and munificently to every humble 
supphantat His mercy-seat. They are the 
words moreover of one who is Truth itself, 
who never yet made a good promise but He 
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made good that promise; one who cannot 
by any possibility deceive, but must of 
necessity remain to all eternity what He has 
been from everlasting, FAITHFUL AND TRUE. 
They are yet, further, the words of one whose 
will is law, and whose power and ability 
to bless are as extensive as His willingness ; 
they are yet, further, the words of one 
mightier than the mightiest and stronger 
than the strongest; they are the words of 
the Omnipotent JEHOVAH. 

How is it, then, that whilst in all other 
things, men attach importance to the words 
of the wise, and the promises of the power- 
ful and rich, and the assurances of the faith- 
ful and trustworthy, they act in precisely 
the contrary way in religion, and despise 
the words of infinite wisdom, neglect the 
promises of Him who is infinitely rich 
and powerful, and slight the gracious 
assurances of Him who is infinitely honest, 
faithful and true? Men are all anxious to 
obtain happiness, but when God offers it to 
them they refuse to take it; they turn their 
backs upon the gracious offer. Men seek 


THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 29 


for riches, but when God offers to make 
them eternally rich, they put from them 
the blessing, and choose rather to be miser- 
ably poor for ever, than to possess them- 
selves of everlasting wealth. Men covet 
good things for themselves, but when God 
says to them, ‘“Whatsoever ye shall ask, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive,” they turn on their 
heel, and refuse to ask for a single benefit. 
How is this? Men do not act thus fool- 
ishly in worldly things, why should they do 
so in things of infinitely more importance ? 
Men never refuse a good thing for their 
bodies when offered them, why should they 
refuse good things for their souls? It is 
just because they are carnally-minded, which 
the Apostle assures us is death. They are, 
to all intents and purposes, dead men, as 
regards their souls. They live as if they 
had no souls. They feed their poor perish- 
ing bodies, which must soon be food for 
worms, or moulder into dust, but they never 
think of feeding their souls, which must live 
for ever. They will deck out their poor 
bodies, which must soon be carried down to 
D2 
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the grave and rot and putrify in corruption, 
but they never think of seeking to have 
their precious souls clothed with the gar- 
ment of the Redeemer’s righteousness, that 
robe of immortal purity and everlasting 
glory. It is just because men are spiritually 
dead then, that they act so madly in reli- 
gion, that they neglect their never-dying 
souls, and refuse to ask for blessings which 
they greatly need, when God holds out His 
hand and says to them, “ Ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done.” They are not alive 
to the wants of their souls. They are hike 
dead corpses, which neither move, nor 
breathe, nor feel. A dead body does not 
feel that it wants life; and a dead soul does 
not feel that it wants spiritual life. Speak 
to a dead body, point out its vast inferiority 
to a living, moving, talking, breathing crea- 
ture, it does not heed you, it does not per- 
ceive the difference, it has no sense of its 
own frightful state of decay and want of 
animation. Promise to give itbreath, health, 
life, if it will ask for them; it will remain 

-oved, motionless, dumb. It is dead, 
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and has no sense; it neither hears nor un- 
derstands ; it neither possesses the will nor 
the power to reply to your appeal. And is 
there not a close resemblance to this in the 
state of the soul that is dead im trespasses 
and sins? It has no life, none of the symp- 
toms of animation, none of the proofs and 
evidences of vitality. It has no breathings 
towards God. It has no ear for Divine truth; 
it has no eye of faith to look at things invisible 
and eternal. It has no heart throbbing with 
love to God and charity to man. It has no 
tongue attuned to the praises of the Saviour. 
It is dead and motionless, without one spark 
of heavenly light and warmth, without one 
pulse of spiritual life. It is a prayerless soul, 
living without God and without Christin the 
world. If it is ever found in the house of 
God, the heart is still in the world and wan- 
ders, while the knee is bent in solemn 
mockery before God. The earnest exhor- 
tations of the preacher as he pleads the 
cause of his injured Master, and warns sin- 
ners to flee from the wrath to come, and take 
refuge in the open arms of a crucified Re- 
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deemer, make no impression on his hardened 
heart. Glowing descriptions of heaven and 
fearful delineations of hell move him neither 
to seek the one or to avoid the other. The 
arrow of conviction falls blunted before the 
citadel of his heart, and the sweetest words 
of mercy, the still small voice which speaks 
of pardon through the Saviour’s blood, as 
well as the thunders of Sinai and the threat- 
ened vengeance of eternal fire, are all alike 
in vain, so long as death reigns in the soul 
and unbelief holds the sceptre which the 
mind and will obey. The dead soul never 
prays. It cannot pray. It has no relish 
for prayer. It does not even understand 
what prayer is. It may utter prayers with 
the tongue, it may mutter words with the 
lips, but that is not prayer; it is as far re- 
moved from prayer as dead forms are re- 
moved from the lively influences of God’s 
Spirit, as far as the cold of winter is re- 
moved from the warmth of summer. Prayer, 
real prayer, comes from the heart, and is 
like a running stream flowing clear and full, 
bringing with it blessings wherever it comes; 
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while the mere utterance of words without 
the heart is like a frozen stream, which 
may appear at a distance like a living brook 
of waters, but is in reality cold and motion- 
less, which can waft no blessing on its 
bosom, and on which no creature can live. 
St. Paul had been a rigid formalist, a strict 
Pharisee, and had no doubt, like other Pha- 
risees, made many and long prayers with 
his lips; but it was not till after his con- 
version that his heart really prayed, and God 
bore witness to him, “ behold, he prays.’ 
He was an unbeliever, and so long as he hed 
not faith, he could not really pray ; but as 
soon as he was converted, as soon as he 
had the precious gift of faith, then he prayed, 
he could not help praying. The soul that is 
born again to God cannot help praying, any 
more than a child that is born into the 
world can help breathing. Here, then, is a 
good test to try whether our souls are in a 
healthy state or not. Are we much on our 
knees? Are we fond of prayer? Is it a 
delight tous? Isit our element? Do we 
love to commune with God our Father and 
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his Son Jesus Christ? If we do, we are 
spiritually healthy, and our faith is strong. 
If not, we are spiritually sick, and our faith, 
if we have any, is poor and weak. It is 
quite true that the most prayerful find great 
difficulties and obstacles in the way of 
prayer. Their language continually is :— 


‘‘ What various hindrances we meet, 
In coming to the mercy-seat ! 
Yet who that knows the worth of prayer 
But wishes to be often there ? 
Prayer makes the darken’d cloud withdraw ; 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw, 
Gives exercise to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above. 
Restraining prayer, we cease to fight; 
Prayer keeps the Christian’s armour bright ; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees. 
Have we no words? ah! think again: 
Words flow apace when we complain, 
And fill our fellow-creature’s ear 
With the sad tale of all our care. 
Were half the breath thus vainly spent 
To heaven in supplication sent, 
Our cheerful songs would oft’ner be, 
‘¢ Hear what the Lord has done for me !” 


The golden words at the beginning of the 
chapter show us, Ist. The largeness and ful- 
ness of the promise made by Christ, the 
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Faithful Promiser, “ Whatsoever ye shall 
ask ;’? and 2nd. The persons to whom this 
great promise is made, viz. to those who ask 
believing. 

Look at the largeness and fulness of the 
promise, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask, ye shall 
receive.” Try to measure this and take 
in all its breadth of meaning. Many great 
promises have been made, but never was 
& promise made so large as this. That 
was a large promise which King Ahasuerus 
made to Queen Esther. He was a great 
monarch, reigning over a hundred and 
seven and twenty provinces from India even 
unto Ethiopia, and he held out his golden 
sceptre to Esther, and said unto her, “What 
wilt thou, Queen Esther? and what is thy 
request? It shall be even given thee to the 
half of the kingdom.” ‘This was a kingly 
promise; but what were the hundred and 
seven and twenty perishing provinces which 
King Ahasuerus had to give, compared with 
the eternal kingdom which the King of glory 
gives to every praying soul? That was a large 
promise again which King Herod so foolishly 
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made to the daughter of Herodias, when on 
his birthday she danced before him and 
amused his lords, high captains and chief 
estates of Galilee. The silly monarch was 
wiling to barter half his royalties for the 
pleasure of a dance; nay more, at first he 
gave no limit to his promise, but said to the 
damsel, ‘‘ Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, 
and I will give it thee ;”” but afterwards he 
put a limit to his generosity to the dancer, 
and swore unto her, ‘* Whatsoever thou shalt 
ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half 
of my kingdom.”’ This was a large pro- 
mise, and made for a miserably trifling re- 
turn; but half of Herod’s kingdom given 
for a dance would have been nothing com- 
pared with the gift which the King of 
Heaven is ready to bestow, without money 
and without price, to all who believe, even 
His own eternal kingdom, a throne of end- 
less glory, a crown of life, a regal sceptre of 
everlasting duration. Other great promises 
might be mentioned, but they all fade into 
insignificance when placed by the side of 
this exceeding great and precious promise 


THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 37 


of our God. Man’s promises are always 
limited by their power; they cannot do 
more than a certain amount of good, they 
cannot help us in the things in which we 
require the greatest help. Not so with 
God. His promise has no limit. Whilst He 
is the only one able to help us in our 
greatest need, blessed be His name for 
ever, He is willing. Willing to help in the 
deepest trials; willing to uphold and sup- 
port in the greatest difficulties; willing to 
cheer and comfort and deliver in the most 
appalling dangers and the most perplexing 
straits. Consider the largeness of the term 
“‘whatsoever.” Think what such a com- 
prehensive word means when spoken by the 
lips of one who 1s infinite in power. When- 
ever you bend your knees in your closet, 
think that your heavenly Father is saying 
to you ‘‘ Whatsoever you ask, I will do it.” 
Let it enlarge your heart; let it stir you up 
to ask largely, to multiply your petitions, to 
pour out the desires of your inmost soul 
before Him. Remember the words of the 
Christian poet :— 
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“« Thou art coming to a King, 
Large petitions with thee bring ; 
For His grace and power are such, 
None can ever ask too much.” 

** Ask,” says the Saviour, “ and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For 
every one that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.” And again 
He says, “If yeabidein me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 
it shall be done unto you.”” And yet again 
He says, “ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
anything in my name, I will do it.” p- Well 
might the inspired Apostle exhort us to 
pray without ceasing.” Indeed, indeed, 


it is our highest wisdom to do so: it would 
be the grossest folly, the greatest act of mad-_ 


ness, to ccase to pray. 


«© And dost Thou say, Ask what thou wilt ? 
Lord, I would seize the golden hour ; 
I pray to be releas’d from guilt, 
And freed from sin and Satan’s power. 
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More of Thy presence, Lord, impart, 
More of Thine image let me bear ; 
Erect Thy throne within my heart, 
And reign without a rival there. 


Give me to read my pardon seal’d, 

And from Thy joy to draw my strength, 
To have Thy boundless love reveal’d 

In all its height, and breadth, and length. 


Grant these requests, I ask no more, 
But to Thy care the rest resign ; 
Living or dying, rich or poor, 

All shall be well if Thou art mine.” 


What an encouragement there is in this 
large promise to take all our troubles to a 
throne of grace—to cast all our care upon 
our covenant-keeping God. Theterm “ what- 
soever’ includes small as well as great bless- 
ings, temporal as well as spiritual comforts. 
It embraces everything we can possibly de- 
sire for time or for eternity, and to every one 
who will simply believe the word of God, 
that word declares, ‘“ God shall supply all 
your need out of His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.” Oh! does not this wide and 
noble promise seem to say to us in language 
it 18 impossible to mistake, “ Be careful for 
nothing ; but in every thing by prayer and 
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supplication, with thanksgiving, let your re- 
quests be made known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.”” What an encourage- 
ment to us to pray in all situations in which 
we can be placed, and in all frames of mind ! 
What an encouragement to us to pray for 
the conversion of our unbelieving friends! 
What an encouragement to pray for the 
peace and prosperity of our country ; for 
the increased usefulness of Christian mi- 
nisters, for the success of our missionaries 
abroad, for the conversion of the poor Jews ; 
for our own growth in grace and the increase 
of our own joy and peace in believing! 
‘* WHATSOEVER YE SHALL ASK IN PRAYER, BE- 
LIEVING, YE SHALL RECEIVE.” Oh, my dear 
reader, what is it that you want? What- 
ever it may be, here is your never-failing 
Saeemaaeee NS ER ORS ees 

. Are 
you tormented with doubts, and do you long 
in vain for the sunshine of God’s presence ? 
™ ~er can dissipate those doubts and roll 
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away from the soul those dark clouds which 
prevent your enjoyment of the beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness. The sun shines 
really as much in the stormy and clouded 
day as it does in the bright day, and if we 
could soar upwards on the wings of prayer 
beyond the clouds, we should find it so in- 
deed. The clouds keep us from seeing it, but 
when once the clouds are passed away, we 
again behold the sun which has all along 
been shining as brightly as ever, and steadily 
pursuing his gloriousmarch through the firma- 
ment. There isno change in the sun—that 
is the same—but there is a change in that 
which lies between us and the sun. It is 
with the soul as it is in the natural world. 
Jesus 18 unchangeably the same, shining 
in all the beauty and the glory of His ma- 
jesty and love as the Sun of Righteousness ; 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
But clouds often come between our souls 
and the shinings of His loveliness. He 
does not love us one jot the less when we 
cannot realize His love; and He does not 
love us one jot the more (for He cannot, for 
E 2 
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His love is always infinite) when we have 
the fullest enjoyment and sweetest sense of 
His loving-kindness. If you would wish to 
enjoy constant sunshine, take care that you 
suffer not the clouds of unbelief and sin to 
come between you and the source of your 
light and joy. Keep close to Christ; as 
close as you can ; you cannot keep too close. 
Cleave to Him with full purpose of heart. 
Suffer nothing to come between your soul 
and His smiles. Goto Him in every trou- 
ble, pour out your heart before Him, and 

tell Him all your mind. He is more ready 
to hear you, than you are to tell Him your 
wants ; far more ready to give you rest from 
your troubles, than you are to make them 
known to Him. Encourage your soul, and 
stir it up to more frequent prayer with that 
sweet hymn :—~ 


‘“‘ Behold the throne of grace ! 
The promise calls me near; 
There Jesus shows a smiling face, 
And waits to answer prayer. 


That rich, atoning blood, 

Which sprinkled round I see, 
Provides for those who come to God 

An all-prevailing plea. 
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Beyond our utmost wants 
His love and power can bless; 
To praying souls He always grants 
More than they can express. 
Thine image, Lord, bestow, 
Thy presence and Thy love; 
I ask to serve Thee here below, 
And reign with Thee above. 
Teach me to live by faith, 
Conform my will to Thine ; 
Let me victorious be in death, 
And then in glory shine.” 


Live as much as you can in an atmosphere 
of prayer. It is the only atmosphere in 
which the soul can thrive. A _ prayerless 
soul is a dead soul—a praying soul is a liv- 
ing and a healthy soul. There is no bless- 
ing promised to the prayerless soul: there 
is every blessing promised to the praying 


soul, Without prayer, the strongest Chris- 
tian can do nothing ; with prayer, the weak- 
est Christian can do everything. 

Who are the persons to whom this great 
and golden promise is made? To those who 
ask believing. Faith is necessary, absolutely 
necessary in prayer. ‘To pray without faith 
is to mock God, and is displeasing to Him ; 
the prayer of faith is the only prayer which 
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is or can be acceptable to God. Without 
faith it is impossible to please Him ; “for he 
that cometh to God, must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek Him.” ‘If thou canst believe,” 
says Christ, “ all things are possible to him 
that believeth.”’? And, on the contrary, when 
Jesus went into His own country, amongst 
His unbelieving kindred, it is expressly said 
that He could there do no mighty work be- 
cause of their unbelief. It is for this reason 
that our Saviour was so constantly urging 
upon the disciples the great importance of 
faith, and the grievous sinfulness of unbe- 
lief. ‘* Have faith in God,” He said on one 
occasion ; “ for verily I say unto you, that 
whosoever shall say to this mountain (and 
who does not find mountains of difficulty 
and trial, and oppressive troubles in his 
path to heaven ?)—whosoever shall say to 
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be 
thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt 
in his heart, but shall believe that those 
things which he saith shall come to pass, 

"all have whatsoever he saith. There- 
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fore I say unto you, What things soever ye 
desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them.’ ‘ Let him 
ask in faith,’”? says St. James, “ nothing 
wavering ; for he that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea driven with the wind and 
tossed. For let not that man think that he 
shall receive anything of the Lord.” 

The unbelieving man obtains nothing of 
the Lord, but the believer never goes to 
God’s mercy-seat, but he bmngs back a 
blessing. The unbelieving are sent empty 
away; they desire and have not, because 
they ask amiss ; but whatsoever the believer 
asks, he receives, for he has God’s large 
and gracious promise—“ all things whatso- 
ever ye shall askin prayer believing, ye shall 
receive.’ Lord, increase our faith ! 


“‘ Lord, teach us how to pray aright, 
With rev’rence and with fear ; 
Though dust and ashes in thy sight, 
We may—we must draw near: 
We perish if we cease from prayer ; 

Oh, grant us power to pray ! 
And, when to meet Thee we prepare, 
Lord, meet us by the way. 
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Burthen’d with guilt, convine’d of sin, 
In weakness, want, and woe, 

Fightings without, and fears within, 
Lord, whither shall we go ? 

God of all grace, we come to Thee, 
For broken, contrite hearts: 

Give, what thine eye delights to see, 
Truth in the inward parts. 


Give deep humility,—the sense 
Of godly sorrow give,— 
A strong desiring confidence 
To see thy face and live,— 
Faith in the only sacrifice 
That can for sin atone, 
To cast our hopes, to fix our eyes, 
On Christ—on Christ alone,— 


Patience to watch, and wait, and weep, 
Though mercy long delay,— 
Courage our fainting souls to keep, 
And trust Thee, though Thou slay ;— 
Give these,—and then thy will be done 
Thus strengthen’d with all might, 
We, by thy Spirit through thy Son, 
Shall pray, and pray aright. 
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‘© Now begin the heavenly theme, 
Sing aloud the Saviour’s name’ 
Ye who Jesus’ kindness prove, 
Sing of His redeeming love. 


Ye who see the Father’s grace 
Beaming in the Saviour’s face, 
While to Canaan on ye move, 
Praise and bless redeeming love. 


Mourning souls, refrain your tears ; 
Trembling hearts, dismiss your fears ; 
See the guilt and curse remove, 
Cancell’d by redeeming love. 


Ye, alas! who long have been 
Willing slaves of death and sin, 
Now from bliss no longer rove, 
Listen to redeeming love. 


Welcome all by sin opprest, 
Welcome all to Jesus’ rest, 
Who descended from above, 
Prompted by redeeming love. 


He subdued th’ infernal powers, 
His insulting foes, and ours ; 
These He from their empire drove, 
Mighty in redeeming love, 

Hither, then, your tribute bring ; 
Strike aloud each joyful string ; 
Saints below, and saints above, 
Join to praise redeeming love.’ 
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THERE can be no topic more delightful, 
more comforting, edifying, and cheering to 
the heart of the believer than the topic of 
redeeming love. Angels desire to look into 
the wonders connected with the redemption 
of man. Those bright and glorious spirits 
are described in Scripture as looking down 
with amazement and admiration at the 
mighty plan which none but infinite wisdom 
could have devised, and none but infinite 
love decreed, and none but infinite power 
achieved, for the recovery of fallen man. 
On the birth-night of the great Redeemer, 
an angel from heaven proclaimed the glad 
intelligence to the wondering shepherds ; 
and as the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them, and they were sore afraid at the 
dazzling splendour of that celestial light, 
the angel comforted them with the an- 
nouncement of the Redeemer’s birth, and 
said, “ Fear not; for behold I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all people; for unto you is born this day, in 
the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.””? And almost before the tran- 
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sporting words had reached the ears of the 
favoured shepherds, heaven poured forth 
its rejoicing legions, and suddenly there was 
with the angelic speaker a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” A minis- 
tering spirit was likewise despatched from 
the Court of Heaven to announce to his 
father Zacharias the approaching birth 
of John, the messenger of our Lord, who 
prepared the way for the Redeemer. The 
same illustrious visitant, the angel Gabriel, 
was also sent from God to Nazareth to 
make known to Mary that she was to bring 
forth a son, and that His name should be 
called Jesus, for He should save His people 
from their sins. Angels watched the foot- 
steps of Jesus through His life of toil and 
anguish, and the Man of Sorrows conde- 
scended to receive the ministrations of those 
spotless creatures which His own hand had 
fashioned and His own word willed into ex- 
istence. After He had foiled the devil in 
all his abominable temptations, angels came 
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and ministered unto Him. When in the 
garden of Gethsemane His righteous soul 
was filled with indescribable horror, and the 
black tide of His people’s guilt seemed 
to roll over His pure and gentle spirit, and 
the vials of His Father’s wrath against sin 
seemed to be exhausting all their over- 
whelming bitterness on His sacred head, so 
that He was forced to exclaim, “ My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death,” 
and ‘ His sweat was, asit were, great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground ;” then, 
in that dark hour, there appeared an angel 
from heaven strengthening Him. From 
His birth at Bethlehem, when cradled in 
the manger amidst the beasts of the stall, 
to His death on Calvary, when He was 
numbered with the transgressors and 
hanged upon the accursed tree, angels 
hovered round Him and viewed with wonder 
and delight each fresh proof of His love for 
man; each wonderful exhibition of His 
condescension and His grace, His humility 
and His matchless zeal, as He wrought out 
‘y shame and toil, and want and woe, and 
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sorrow and reproach, the redemption of His 
Church. And when the Redeemer had gone 
down to the grave, and had burst the bars 
of death, and risen like the sun in his splen- 
dour from the trammels of the tomb, angels 
announced His resurrection, and comforted 
the drooping hearts of His desponding fol- 
lowers with the joyful news “ He is not 
here, for He is risen. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay.”” We are also told from 
the lips of Incarnate Truth, that angels 
know when sinners turn to God; that they 
watch the effects of the preacher’s words, 
or rather the effects of the Holy Spirit’s 
power accompanying the words of the 
preacher, as he proclaims to dying men that 
there is pardon for the guilty and salvation 
for the lost in the blood of the Redeemer. 
He tells us, too, that so deep is the interest 
felt by the angelic hosts in our redemption, 
that there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that re- 
penteth; that as the intelligence of a soul 
looking to Jesus with the eye of faith, cir- 
culates through the celestial courts, thre 
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glorious dome of heaven echoes to new 
shouts of praise; a fresh burst of joy, a 
fuller tide of exultation passes along the 
ranks of the cherubim and the seraphim as 
they celebrate the birth of another heir to 
glory, another brand plucked from ever- 
lasting burning to be an eternal star in the 
firmament of heaven. Our Lord again 
assures us that weak disciples are the pecu- 
har care of angels; and though they may 
be the weak ones and the young ones of His 
flock, yet in as much as they are the ob- 
jects of His redeeming love, their angels do 
always behold the face-of His Father which 
is in heaven. 

Again, we are told in one of God’s ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises, “ He 
will give His angels charge over thee to 
_keep thee in all thy ways; they shall bear 
thee up in their hands, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.” And again, 
‘ The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them.” And yet again, asif to show us 
that all that countless number of unfallen 
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angels, the thousands of thousands, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand, the thrones 
and principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, were all engaged on our behalf, were 
all our friends, and looked with admiring 
interest upon our redemption ; the Scrip- 
ture says, “Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation ?” 

If the wonders of redeeming love excite 
so lively an interest amongst the angels of 
heaven, how is it that they do not excite 
warmer interest amongstus? If angels 
who have never sinned feel so intense an in- 
terest in the Redeemer’s work of love, oh 
how much more warmly should we feel for 
whom that great redemption was wrought | 
Look up to God, dear reader, that He may 
open your eyes to behold the wonders, and 
your hearts to taste the sweetness of His 
redeeming love. 


“ Oh for a thousand tongues to sing 
The great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of our God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace.” 


I propose to consider, first, ou need of 
F 2 
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Redemption; and secondly, by whom and how 
we obtain Redemption. May the Spirit of 
that God, whose work Redemption is, ac- 
company my feeble words that they may 
minister light to the understandings and 
consolation to the hearts of all who read 
them. May the contemplation of this great 
subject be sweet to their souls. 

First, then, our need of Redemption. Re- 
demption imphes captivity. If amanwas not 
in bondage and captivity he would not want 
deliverance, he would not stand in need of 
redemption. It is the captive that needs 
to be delivered, it is the bondsman that re- 
quires to be redeemed. When Israel were 
bondsmen and slaves in Egypt, they needed 
redemption. And the marvellous redemp- 
tion which they obtained at the hand of the 
Lord from their temporal bondage, is a 
lively and beautiful type of the far more 
wonderful redemption which the people of 
God receive at His hands from their spiritual 
bondage. The captivity of Israel in Egypt, 
and the cruelty of their tyrant Pharaoh, is 
a type of the worse captivity in which we 
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were held by nature, and the far worse 
cruelty of our former tyrant the devil. After 
their deliverance from Egyptian slavery the 
Israelites are called in Scripture “ the re- 
deemed of the Lord out of Egypt.” 

Now captivity is the state of every man 
by nature—captivity of body, captivity of 
soul. He is fast bound in the chains of sin. 
He yields up the members of his body as 
instruments of unrighteousness, he gives 
the faculties and powers of his precious soul 
to the service of sin. He goes astray from 
the womb speaking lies; from the sole of 
the foot, even unto the head there is no 
soundness in him; but wounds and bruises 
and putrifying sores. Every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart is only evil conti- 
nually. He is a slave, and the worst kind 
of slave, aslave to sin. He is in the bond- 
age of corruption. 

Did God then make man thus? Did the 
great Creator mould and fashion man to be 
the slave of lust, the servant of the devil ? 
Oh, no, far, very far from it. God made man 
upright. He made him in His own image. 
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in the image of God created He him. Our 
first parents knew nothing of slavery as 
they moved amid the pure delights of Para- 
dise, and God talked with them as a man 
talketh with his friend. They found the 
service of their Lord to be perfect freedom, 
and the current of their existence was one 
unbroken stream of innocence and love and 
unrestricted joy and peace. So long as they 
obeyed God they enjoyed freedom ; they had 
no need of redemption for they served the 
Lord cheerfully, and possessed all the freedom 
and the full privileges of His creatures and 
His children. But when they listened to 
the voice of the tempter, their position 
changed. They were no longer free. They 
were disobedient to God, and lost the happy 
privileges which belong to His children ; 
they obeyed the voice of the devil, put their 
necks into his tyrannical yoke, and became 
his servants and slaves. And all their pos- 
terity became the subjects of Satan by that 
one act. If Adam had remained pure and 
sinless, his children would have been pure 
and sinless too. But who can bring a clean 
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thing out of an unclean? Adam begat a son 
in his own likeness, after his image. By 
Adam’s transgression all our race passed 
from under the dominion of holiness to the 
dominion of sin; from the service of God 
to the service of Satan; from the light of 
God’s countenance and the smiles of His 
favour, to the darkness of condemnation and 
wrath ; from being the subjects and freemen 
of the Lord to be abject slaves and grovel- 
ling bond-servants to the Prince of Dark- 
ness, that old serpent the devil. Adam vo- 
Juntarily obeyed the devil in preference to 
God, and it was only just that he should be 
the servant of that master he had chosen. 
If we look around us we shall find that man, 
in his natural state, is not ashamed of his 
wretched captivity; he is in no haste to 
escape from the power of Satan, but on the 
contrary hugs his chains, and glories in his 
shame. This is the most melancholy part 
of his slavery. Until God touched our eyes 
and enabled us to discern spiritual things, 
we did not feel our bondage, we did not 
know that the devil had us in his chains. 
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Therefore the Apostle Paul, speaking of 
them that are lost, says, “In whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the eyes of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them.” And 
again, another Apostle, speaking of man in 
a state of nature, thus describes him; “ he 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth, because that darkness hath 
blinded his eyes.””? Itis for this reason that 
Satan is called ‘‘the Prince of Darkness,’ 
and his angels are called “the powers of 
darkness ;”’ because he keeps all his wretched 
slaves in darkness, he blinds their eyes, and 
will not let them see or know the miserable 
statetheyarein. John Bunyanhas beautifully 
represented this in his admirable work called 
“the Holy War.’? He describes in that 
work, the devil bringing into captivity the 
soul of man, under the figure of an enemy 
seizing a city. There was a chief magis- 
trate in that city, called my Lord Under- 
standing, and one of the first things the 
devil is represented as doing when he has 
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seized the city, is to build up a high wall 
before my Lord Understanding’s house, 
that no light should come to him, and that 
he should not see the horrible state of 
slavery and want into which the city was 
being brought. This is just the descrip- 
tion which the Scripture gives of the na- 
tural man, “having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart.’ 
Oh, is it not a melancholy sight to see man, 
whom God created in His own blessed 
image, thus degrading himself beneath the 
brute creation, thus debasing himself even 
to hell, and putting on the badge of a 
miserable slave, and in his mad infatuation 
loving darkness rather than light, and pre- 
ferring his captivity to the devil to the 
glorious liberty of the children of God! 
David felt it to be a heartrending spectacle, 
when he exclaimed in the sorrow of his 
heart, “ Rivers of tears run down my 
cheeks, because they keep not Thy laws.’’ 
You see, then, what an unhappy state we 
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were all in by nature; we were led captive 
by Satan at his will, we followed him like 
silly sheep down to the slaughterhouse of 
hell; and the more chains he put upon us, 
and the tighter he fastened them round our 
necks, the better we were pleased, and lived 
as if we thought them emblems of honour 
instead of marks of ignominy and shame. 
Like a strong man armed keeping his castle 
and his goods, the devil sat on the throne 
of our hearts, till a stronger than he came 
and overcame him, and took from him all 
his armour wherein he trusted. We stood 
in the greatest possible need of deliverance, 
and instead of groaning by reason of the 
oppression of the enemy, and crying mightily 
to God for succour and redemption, we 
folded our arms in indifference, as though 
all were secure, and floated down the broad 
stream that leads to everlasting death with 
as much ease and satisfaction as though it 
were all the while leading us to life. This, 
alas, is no exaggerated statement, no over- 
coloured picture; it is just the simple naked 
truth—a melancholy but still a faithful 
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sketch of what all men are by nature. But 
though when we look to man, we find no- 
thing satisfactory on which to rest the eye ; 
but, on the contrary, everything to fill us 
with profound grief at his deplorable wretch- 
edness and spiritual ruin; yet when we turn 
to God, we find a glorious change; we find 
God providing a remedy for our misery, 
and stepping in to heal the deep wound 
which sin has made. We find everything 
in God to fill us with wondering love and 
adoring gratitude. The Eternal Maker of 
man stoops down from His lofty throne in 
the heavens, beholds with a compassionate 
eye the cruel slavery of His creature, and 
says, “ Deliver him from going down to the 
pit, for J have found a ransom.” 


‘“‘ Prepare a thankful song 
To the Redeemer’s name : 

His praises should employ each tongue, 
And ev’ry heart inflame, 


He laid His glories by, 

And shame and death endur'd, 
That guilty rebels, doom’d to die, 

From wrath might be secur'd. 


Q 


62 REDEEMING LOVE. 


And now He pleading stands 

Before his Father’s throne, 
And satisfies the law’s demands 

With what Himself hath done. 


The Holy Ghost He sends, 
Our stubborn wills to move, 

To make His enemies His friends, 
And conquer them by love. 


Oh ! may we not refuse 
Such rich unbounded grace, 

Nor Satan’s bondage longer choose, 
But seek the Saviour’s face.” 

Having contemplated our need of re- 
demption, let us now contemplate by whom 
and how we obtain Redemption. 

No sooner had our first parents placed 
themselves, by their obedience to his will, 
under the dominion and tyranny of the 
devil, than God graciously interposed, and 
mercifully promised that one should come 
who would be stronger than the devil, and 
would bruise the old serpent’s head. In 
the figurative language of Scripture, “ bruis- 
ing the head”’ means destroying the power 
or authority of any one. Asa king is the 
head of his people, and if you destroy the 
king, you destroy the head, the authority or 
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governing power of that people, so, by bruis- 
ing the serpent’s head, is meant the destruc- 
tion of his governing power, or authority, or 
tyranny over souls. This first promise of the 
future Redeemer, was as much as to say, “ I 
will redeem you from the power of the ene- 
my; I will bring you out from under the hand 
of the tyrant; I will break his sceptre and 
overturn his throne, and with a high hand 
and a stretched-out arm will I rescue you 
from the yoke of sin, and give you the 
adoption of sons.”? And now, who is this 
Redeemer that was promised, and of whom 
it is said in another place, ‘‘ The Redeemer 
shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn 
from transgression in Jacob??? Who and 
what is He? Is He a mere man lke our- 
selves? There are some who think so; 
but oh, how fatal a mistake is this! If He 
was only a man like ourselyes, He would be 
no Redeemer for us. ‘‘ None of them,” is 
the emphatic language of Scripture, “none 
of them can by any means redeem his bro- 
ther, nor give to God a ransom for him ; for 
the redemption of their soul is precious, and 
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it ceaseth for ever.’ Under the Jewish 
dispensation money might suffice to redeem 
a slave, or a house, or a field; and it might 
even be accepted by the Lord for the taber- 
nacle instead of the personal services of 
those Levites who were not wanted in the 
service of the tabernacle. But not so with 
the soul. The debt which the soul had 
contracted by its sin, must be paid in full. 
It had forfeited its life, eternal life, by its 
“transgression, and incurred the penalty of 
eternal death. The soul that sinneth it shall 
die. To redeem the soul, therefore, one 
was required who could overcome the devil, 
pay down the debt which man owed to God, 
and suffer in his stead all that was due to 
the infinite demerits of his sm. But no 
mere man could do this. Man is not stronger 
than the devil. The fall of Adam shows 
that he is weaker—far weaker. Man 1s not 
able to pay the debt which others owe 
to God, for he himself owes God all the 
obedience he can render. It is folly then 
to look for deliverance to a mere man. Let 
~s listen to the words of Scripture, and we 
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shall soon discover who the Redeemer 1s. 
The patriarch Job knew who He was when 
he exclaimed, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth.” David knew who He was, when 
he cried in his prayer, “ O Lord, my strength 
and my Repeemer;” and again, when 
speaking of the children of Israel, he de- 
clared, “ the high God was their REDEEMER;”’ 
and yet once again, in the 34th Psalm, he 
says, “the Lorp REDEEMETH the souls of his 
servants.” The language of God himself is 
very clear: “‘ Fear not,” He says, “ thou 
worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will 
help thee, saith the Lord, and toy RE- 
DEEMER, the Holy One of Israel:” and 
again, “Thus saith the Lord, your Rer- 
DEEMER, the Holy One of Israel:”’ and 
again, “ Thus saith the Lord, the King of 
Israel, and wis REDEEMER, THE LORD OF 
Hosts.” And yet again, God comforts His 
Church by saying, ‘‘ And all flesh shall 
know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and 
thy ReprEmEr, the mighty one of Jacob.”’ 
The Church is hkewise represented in the 
Prophets as giving this title to Jehoval 
G2 
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and rejoicing in God ss her Redeemer. 
She is made to exclaim, “‘ As for our RE- 
DEEMER, the Lord of Hosts is his name, the 
Holy One of Israel :’’ and again she says, 
**Thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Re- 
deemer ; thy name is from everlasting.” 
Having shown you that our Redeemer is 
the everlasting God, it only remains to 
prove that the Lord Jesus is that Re- 
deemer. When the Saviour was born, the 
pious Anna the prophetess of the tribe of 
Aser, ‘‘ spake of Him to all that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem.” If you look to 
the 6th and 7th verses of the first chapter 
of Ephesians, you will see who it is in whom 
the Apostle declares we have redemption, 
viz., the beloved, even Him of whom the 
Father testified, ‘‘ This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.”” The same 
expression occurs in the Ist of Colossians, 
12th, 18th, and 14th verses: “Giving 
thanks unto the Father, which hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light; who hath delivered 
from the power of darkness, and hath 
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translated us into the kingdom of His dear 
Son, in whom we have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 
In his Epistle to the Romans the same in- 
spired Apostle declares, that we are justified 
through the redemption that is in Christ ; 
in his Ist Epistle to the Corinthian Church 
he declares that Christ is made of God unto 
us wisdom and righteousness, sanctification 
and REDEMPTION: and in the Hpistle to the 
Hebrews we learn that Christ, as the great 
High Priest of His Church, ‘‘ by His own 
blood entered once imto the holy place, 
having obtained ETERNAL REDEMPTION for us.”’ 
One word as to the way in which Christ has 
redeemed us from the curse of the law. It 
was by becoming a curse for us. Without 
shedding of blood there is no remission of 
sins. We have redemption, then, through- 
His blood. ‘“ Ye were not redeemed,” says 
St. Peter, “with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, * * * but with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of alamb without 
blemish and without spot; and John, 
when he saw the hosts of the saved before 


68 REDEEMING LOVE. 


the throne of God, also heard the burden of 
their everlasting song of praise to Jesus, 
and it was this :—‘ Thou art worthy * * * 
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 
people, and nation.” As our captivity and 
bondage centered in Satan, so does our de- 
_lverance and redemption centre in Christ. 
May the Lord give to him who writes, and 
to every one who reads these lines, grace to 
know His dear Son as our great Redeemer, 
and enable them to say, “In Him we have 
redemption, even the forgiveness of our 
sins ;” and then, when the redeemed of the 
Lord shall return and come with singing 
unto Zion, we also shall be with them, ever- 
lasting joy shall be upon our head ; we shall 
obtain gladness and joy; sorrow and 
mourning shall flee away; and we shall 
dwell for ever in the uninterrupted smiles of 
our Repermzr Gop. 


“ Awake, my soul, in joyful lays, 
And sing thy great Redeemer’s praise ; 
He justly claims a song from me, 
His loving-kindness, oh how free! 
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He saw me ruin’d in the fall, 

Yet lov'd me notwithstanding all ; 
He sav’d me from my lost estate, 
His loving-kindness, oh how great ! 


Though num’rous hosts of mighty foes, 
Though earth and hell my way oppose, 
He safely leads my soul along ; 

His loving-kindness, oh how strong ! 


When trouble, like a gloomy cloud, 
Has gather’d thick and thunder’d loud, 
He near my soul has always stood, 

His loving-kindness, oh how good ! 


Often I feel my sinful heart 

Prone from my Saviour to depart ; 
But, though I have Him oft forgot, 
His loving-kindness changes not. 


Soon shall I pass the gloomy vale, 
Soon all my mortal powers must fail ; 
Oh may my last expiring breath 

His loving-kindness sing in death ! 


Then let me mount and soar away 
To the bright world of endless day, 
And sing with rapture and surprise 
His loving-kindness in the skies.” 
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“ Who can describe the joys which rise 
Through all the courts of Paradise, 
To see a prodigal retarn— 

To see an heir of glory born ? 


With joy the Father doth approve 
The fruit of His eternal love ; 

The Son with joy looks down and sees 
The purchase of His agonies ; 


The Spirit takes delight to view 
The holy soul He forms anew; 

And saints and angels join to sing 
The growing empire of their King.” 


WHEN man was first formed, his heart 
was a temple filled with the glory of God, 
in which no idol had yet reared its head. 
Peace and holiness reigned within; its 
doors were opened night and day to the 
soft influences of the Spirit, and the love- 
liness of the Eden around him was but an 
emblem—fair, indeed, but faint—of the 
far lovelier Paradise within. But when man 
had sinned, how sad the contrast! The 
heart of man became like a deserted temple, 
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the fire quenched upon its altars, and its 
doors close barred against its God. It be-- 
came like a bleak and sterile soil, which re- 
fuses to open its pores either to the genial 
heat and refreshing dews of heaven, or the 
ploughshare of the husbandman, and sends 
forth nothing that is pleasing to God or 
useful to man, but thorns, thistles, and 
briers. But not only is the heart of man 
closed to God like a splendid mansion 
closed against its original possessor, but 
Satan, like a strong man armed, has en- 
trenched himself behind its battlements, 
double barred its gates, and adopted every 
imaginable manceuvre to keep out God. 
And this is not a description merely of re- 
probate and abandoned characters, but of 
every man, woman, and child by nature. 
Every unconverted heart is closed against 
God; barred, guarded, and defended against 
him. Now, the human heart can never be 
really happy in this state, and therefore 
God, out of love to man as well as a regard 
for His own honour and right, seeks b- 
His mighty power to open the heart, ¢ 
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enter with joy, peace, and happiness in His 
train. ‘ Behold,” says He, “I stand at 
the door and knock. If any man hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.” He shall find my religion a feast of 
fat things; he shall enjoy an eternal ban- 
quet ; he shall sit down with Abraham at 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
“ Can aught, beneath a power divine, 
The stubborn will subdue ? 


’Tis Thine, Eternal Spirit, Thine, 
To form the heart anew. 


’Tis Thine the passions to recal, 
And upward bid them rise, 

And muke the scales of error fall 
From reason’s darken’d eyes ; 


To chase the shades of night away, 
And bid the simer live; 

A beam of heaven, a vital ray, 
’Tis Thine alone to give.” 

The writer of the Acts of the Apostles 
gives us an account of an individual whose 
heart was thus opened—her name was 
Lydia, and the place at which it occurred 
was Philippi. Paul was preaching the 
ospel in that placo. He went down to the 
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river side, where prayer was wont to be 
made, and spake to the women which re- 
sorted thither. The result was that Lydia 
was converted. In meditating upon the 
subject, we will consider two things :—1st, 
What the Lord didfor her. Whose heart the 
Lord opened. 2nd, The result of this: she 
attended unto the things which were spoken 
of Paul. 

lst, then, we are to consider what 
happened to her. Whose heart the Lord 
opened. Observe, the seat of this work: 
it was in the heart that the change was 
made. It was not the intellect that was 
opened, that she should understand and hold 
an orthodox creed; but it was the heart of 
Lydia in which this blessed work was 
wrought. Conversion work is heart work. 
Until the heart is touched, no real good is 
done. Conversion is not a mere change of 
religious sentiments, or even adopting a 
moral for an immoral life; but it is a 
thorough renewing of the heart. And it 
is not enough that the heart should be 
touched and even moved. Many a heart} 
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deeply moved and agitated by the preached 
word, so that its gates begin to shake and 
its walls to tremble; but, after all, no con- 
version takes place. The heart must be 
opened. Observe closely to whom the glory 
of her conversion is due. There were other 
women there hearing the same words, but 
we do not read of their conversion. What 
made Lydia to differ? Woulf she not con- 
fess, “‘by the grace of God I-am what I 
am?” It was grace alone that made her to 
differ—the Lord opened her heart. It is 
God always who converts the soul. The 
leopard could as easily change its spots 
and the Ethiopian the colour of’ his skin, as 
any natural man change his own heart or 
convert his own soul. “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know them, because they: are 
spiritually discerned.” Until the voice of 
Jesus is heard crying, “ Ephphatha ! be 
opened,” the door of the human heart re- 
mains closed. No power but that which 
said at the beginning, ‘ Let there be 
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light, and there was light,’ can command 
an opening for the light of heaven to break 
in and cheer the darkened chambers of the 
soul. The power of man cannot open the 
heart. The words of the most persuasive 
preachers will not penetrate the heart, un- 
less the grace of Christ go before or accom- 
pany the word. The preparation of the 
heart is of the Lord. It was the sweet but 
powerful influence of Divine grace that 
touched the heart of Lydia, and her heart 
was opened, never more to be closed against 
the voice of God’s Spirit. Her understand- 
ing was opened to receive Divine light; her 
will opened to receive the Divine law ; her 
affections opened to receive the Divine 
love: and when her heart was thus opened 
to Christ, her ear was opened to his word ; 
her hips were opened in prayer and praise ; 
her hands opened in charity ; and her steps 
enlarged to walk in Wisdom’s pleasant 
ways, and to find it her meat and drink to 
do the will of her heavenly Father. But 
not only may we observe who it was that 
converted Lydia, but also the manner 
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the mode—in which He saw fit to ac- 
complish His work upon her soul. He 
opened her heart. The phrase appears to 
speak of it as a mild, and gentle, though 
perfectly successful process, not like the 
conversion of the gaoler, where all the ter- 
rors of Sinai appeared to flash around the 
guilty man, and an overwhelming tempest 
drove him for shelter to the Ark of Salva- 
tion; but lke the gently opening flower as 
it expands its leaves to the gentle warmth 
ofa summer sky. The one was lke a city 
taken by storm after the horrors of a tre- 
mendous siege; the other like Jericho, 
against whose walls no weapon was hurled, 
but whose battlements fell down flat, over- 
thrown by some secret and invisible hand. 
It is most important that we rightly under- 
stand this difference in God’s dealings with 
the soul. Many a really converted soul tor- 
ments itself with doubts about the reality of 
the work, because it has not experienced 
that sudden breaking up of the heart, that 
remorse, those tremendous agonies of con- 

‘ance, those vivid terrors and alarms, which 
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others have experienced. God does indeed 
sometimes rend the mountains with his 
thunderbolts and break down the rocky 
hardness of the heart with an earthquake 
or a thunderstorm. He does sometimes 
show his terrible power by breaking up 
Satan’s strongholds by violence, and dash- 
ing the tyrant like lightning from his 
throne in the sinner’s heart; but in many, 
very many cases, he appears to act diffe- 
rently—the process is more quiet, more 
gradual, but not less certain or less com- 
plete. God often shows us that His king- 
dom cometh not into the soul by observa- 
tion ; like the seed cast into the ground, it 
grows gradually, without attracting much 
attention ; like leaven it pervades the soul, 
almost imperceptibly, till the work is done. 
God often shows us that he requires no earth- 
quake to do His work, and no storm on whose 
wings He may ride to victory, but that a 
still small voice heard by the individual 
alone has done the work. ‘The erection of 
God’s spiritual temple is like the building 
of the material temple; no sound of the 
H 2 
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hammer is heard, and yet it rises majesti- 
cally in beautiful symmetry towards the 
skies. And here we see the difference be- 
tween man’s working and God’s working. 
“* Man makes a great noise in doing a very 
little thing ; God makes no noise in accom- _ 
plishing the greatest things. When man 
proceeds to the accomplishment of some 
mighty enterprize, he puts forth prodigious 
efforts, as if by the sound of his axes and 
hammers he would proclaim his own fancied 
might and bear down opposing obstacles. 
He cannot work without sweat, and dust, 
and noise. But when God would do a mar- 
vellous work, such as may amaze heaven and 
earth, he commands silence all around, sends 
forth the still small voice, and then perhaps 
sets some feeble instrument to work, and 
straightway the thing is done. Man toils 
and pants, and after all effects but little. 
God, in the silent majesty of power, noiseless 
yet resistless, achieves by a word the infinite 
wonders of omnipotence. Take a simple 
illustration of this from nature. In order to 
'rose the bands of winter, and bring in the 
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verdure of the pleasant spring, He does not 
send forth His angels to hew in pieces the 
thickened ice, or to strip off from the moun- 
tain’s side the gathered snows, or to plant 
anew over the face of the bleak earth flowers 
fresh from His creating hand. No, He 
breathes from His lips a mild warmth into 
the frozen air; and forthwith in stillness 
but in irresistible power the work proceeds, 
the ice 1s shivered, the snows dissolve, the 
rivers resume their flow, the earth awakes as 
out of sleep, the hills and the valleys put on 
their freshening verdure, the fragrance of 
earth takes wing and fills the air, till a new 
world of beauty rises in silence amid the 
dissolution of the old.’ Such is God’s 
method of working, both in the natural an“ 
the spiritual world—silent, simple, majestic, 
and resistless. Such was the Reformation. 
Such have been most of the great revivals 
of religion. Such is very often the conver- 
sion, the new creation of the individual soul. 
The Lord breathes a genial warmth upon 
the frozen heart; it opens gently but effec- 
tually to the dove-like influence, expands 
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its wings like the torpid chrysalis bursting 
with its pinions its little shell, rises up in 
the glory of a} new existence, and finds its 
happiness in a new atmosphere fitted to its 
new-found powers. It was thus with Lydia, 
the Lord unlocked her frozen heart, dissolved 
her flinty soul by the mild breath of his 
Spirit’s grace, and forthwith the warm cur- 
rent of her love flowed forth towards Him, 
and her heart opened for the King of Glory 
to comein. Thus was Christ formed in her 
the hope of glory. Oh,if He has not already 
done it, may God do the same great work 
for us; let our prayer be :-— 


“Tord, I am vile, conceiv’d in sin, 
And born unholy and unclean; 
Sprung from the man whose guilty fall 
Corrupts his race, and taints us all. 


Soon as we draw our infant breath, 
The seeds of sin grow up for death: 
Thy law demands a perfect heart, 
But we’re defil’d in every part. 


Great God, create my heart anew, 
fag form my spirit pure and true; 
Oh! make me Wise, betimes to spy 
My danger and my remedy. 
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Behold, I fall before Thy face; 

My only refuge is Thy grace: 

No outward forms can make me clean, 
The leprosy lies deep within.” 


Now see what was the result of this opening 
of her heart. She attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul. She took great 
notice of the word of God. She did not feel it 
enough to attend the preaching of the word, 
but she attended carefully to what was said. 
She applied to herself the things that were 
spoken by Paul. She did not open her ears 
to hear what Paul said, in order to criticise 
it or find out what suited her neighbour; 
but she listened with a hungry soul, and re- 
celyed with meekness into her heart the en- 
grafted word which was able to save her 
soul. She obeyed the invitation, “ open thy 
mouth wide, and I will fill it ;” she came as 
an empty pitcher to the well of salvation, 
that she might be filled with its life-giving 
waters, and she was not sent empty away. 
It will ever be thus where the soul is con- 
verted; and it will never be thus till the 
soul is converted. The unconverted come 
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up to God’s house and sit there as God’s 
people, but they do not apply to themselves, 
they do not drink into their own souls, the 
words that are spoken; they do not mix 
with faith the message which they hear, and 
therefore it profits them not. The really 
converted, on the contrary, come up to God’s 
house to be fed; as new born babes they 
desire the sincere milk of the word that they 
may grow thereby. They are not satisfied 
unless they receive their portion of meat in 
due season. They are not content unless 
they can carry away some portion of the 
bread of life. While they sit in the sanctuary 
they often exclaim, with an adoring heart, 
‘ How sweet are thy words to my taste ;” 
and when they leave the sanctuary and re- 
tire to their closets for prayer, they bless 
God for the spiritual repast, and say, ‘‘ Thy 
words were found and I did eat them, and 
thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing 
of mine heart.’’? Reader, is it thus with 
you? Do you thus give a diligent and 
earnest attention to the word of life preached 
by the ambassadors of Christ? Is your 
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attention all alive while the preacher is 
about his solemn work? or are you all in- 
attention, drowsiness, deadness? A dead 
man, we all know, will not attend to what 
is said to him, and a dead soul shows its 
most fatal symptom of deadness by its 
listless, sleepy, yawning unconcern when 
the things of heaven and of hell are brought 
before it. Now, do not put away this 
subject from you, as though it had no- 
thing to say to you. Ask yourself the 
question, has God opened my heart as he 
did Lydia’s? My young readers, are your 
hearts yet opened to Christ and to the 
words spoken by His ministers? My aged 
readers, time is drawing fast to a close with 
you. Are your hearts yet opened to God’s 
message of love? Depend upon it, that if 
your hearts are never opened to attend 
to the word of God, the gates of heaven 
will never be opened to receive your soul. 
Do you know what it is to sit down and 
read the Bible with delight? Do you 
know what it is to be glad when they say 
unto you, Let us go up to the house of 
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the Lord? Have you a relish, an appetite, 
for the word of God, so that you love it 
better than your necessary food; find it 
sweeter than honey, and more precious than 
much fine gold? Alas! there are too many 
who pay attention enough to many things 
which are mere trifles compared with 
the word of God. Angels might indeed 
marvel if they did not witness it every day ; 
poor perishing sinners paying the greatest 
attention to their personal appearance, but 
never attending to the inward man of the 
heart. Spending daily more time in dress- 
ing than they think right to give to hear a 
sermon. Spending many precious hours in 
their parties of pleasure, and keeping up 
their attention for a long evening to foolish 
jesting, senseless songs and unmeaning 
gossip, and yet unable to attend for five 
minutes to heavenly truths which are 
able to save the soul. Consider, for one 
moment, my reader, what the subjects are 
that are brought before you in preaching, 
and then say, if you can, how serious, how 
earnest andrivetted an attention they demand 
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from every rational mind. They are the 
most serious subjects in the world: death 
and judgment, God and Christ, heaven and 
hell. Are these things to be considered 
with a trifling mind, or in a drowsy frame ? 
And who is the speaker in the Bible when 
we read it, or in the Gospel when we hear 
it? God speaks; the great God of heaven 
speaks to us from heaven. Should we listen 
to such a speaker with indifference, and re- 
ply to His message of mercy with a drowsy 
nod or along drawn yawn? He speaks to 
us seriously ; should we not lsten to Him 
seriously ? Should we not say, with marked 
and rivetted attention, “Speak, Lord, for 
thy servant heareth?’? He is our Great 
Creditor, and He offers us freely to forgive 
us our debt of ten thousand talents. Should 
we not listen attentively to such an offer ? 
He is our offended Sovereign and offers us 
reconciliation. Should we not receive His 
heralds with gladness and devour greedily 
the message they deliver? We are spi- 
ritually diseased, and the Gospel points us 
to a physician; we are sore wounded, and 
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it shows us a good Samaritan; we are sur- 
rounded by enemies, and it points us to a 
strong tower of defence; we are wretched 
slaves of Satan and the world—it reveals to 
us one who stands ready to break our 
chains and let us go free; we are soon to 
die and leave this world—it points us to a 
brighter and a better world, and shows us 
the way to an inheritance in the skies. 
Where is our wisdom if we despise such a 
revelation from such a God? Where is 
our self-love if we neglect so great sal- 
vation? Where is our common sense if we 
ever grow tired of hearing about Christ 
and His boundless love for sinners? Why 
has God written His word and placed it in 
our hands, and why has He given us pas- 
tors and teachers to preach that word to 
us? Simply for our good. These things 
are written, and these things are preached, 
that we might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
we might have life through His name. 
What reverence then, what love, what 
attention, is due to God’s word! Oh! that 
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all were like the noble Bereans, who re- 
ceived the word preached to them with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scrip- 
tures daily whether these things were so. 
We should test all preaching by the written 
word. By that it stands or falls. But 
when we find that preachers deliver their 
message faithfully, we must take heed that 
we despise it not. By despising their mes- 
sage we despise not them, bat Him who 
sent them. We should be like the Thes- 
salonians whom the Apostle commends 
(1 Thess. ii. 18), “For this cause also we 
thank God without ceasing, because when 
ye received the word of God, which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word 
of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which effectually worketh also in you 
that believe.”’ These people not only gave 
the Gospel a hearing, but, like Lydia, their 
hearts were opened to receive it in faith, and 
reverence, and love. And they were doers 
as well as hearers of the word. Our time 
for hearing may be very short; let us take 
heed, then, howwe hear. Wehearforeternity. 
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Let us, then, diligently attend to the things 
that belong to our eternal peace. It is no 
trifle: it is for our life. Let me say to my 
unconverted readers, ‘ Alas! why will you 
take so little trouble to secure an inex- 
haustible treasure in heaven, while you toil 
night and day for a little—a very little— 
treasure upon earth? How is it that you 
will not take a hundredth part of the pains 
to become wise unto salvation that you have 
taken to learn the business or profession 
you follow? You would have been starved 
to death long ago if you had been as care- 
less about your body as you are about your 
soul. Be careless no longer. Attend to 
the one thing needful.” 

My dear young friends, you take great 
labour and pains in learning your Latin 
or your French, which give you no know- 
ledge of a Saviour. Will you not take 
some little pains in reading and hearmg 
God’s word, which can make you wise unto 
salvation? You do not grudge many an 
hour in learning an accomplishment such as 
singing or dancing, or playmg well on some 
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musical instrument. Why will you not be 
at least as much in earnest in endeavouring 
to secure everlasting life? Oh! that young 
and old would give the Gospel their best 
attention; that the word of Christ dwelt 
in them richly; that they meditated upon 
it day and night; hid it in their hearts, 
and made it a lamp to their feet, so as to 
be guided by its light to the bosom of God, 
the regions of eternal day. 
“There shall we see His face, 
And never, never sin; 


There, from the rivers of His grace 
Drink endless pleasures in. 


The hill of Sion yields 

A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach the heavenly fields, 

Or walk the golden streets. 


Then let our songs abound, 
And every tear be dry; 

We're marching through Immanuel’s ground, 
To fairer worlds on high.” 

Oh, Lord! open our hearts like the heart 
of Lydia. Spoil the strong man armed ; 
cast him out; break down all prejudice and 
every high thought that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of Christ. ‘Tt 

I 2 
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hast said, “ My son, give me thy heart.” 
Oh! take our hearts; dwell in them; make 
them Thine own dwelling-place, and the 
abode of faith and hope and love, of joy 


and peace and praise, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake. Amen, amen. 


“ Holy Ghost, dispel our sadness, 
Pierce the clouds of nature’s night ; 
Come, Thou source of joy and gladness, 
Breathe Thy life, and spread Thy light ; 
Raise us, sinners, from the power of sin and death. 


Hear, oh! hear, our supplication, 
Blessed Spirit, God of peace ; 
Rest on every congregation, 
Great distributor of grace; 
May we ever feel and own Thy heavenly sway. 


Author of our new creation, 
Bid us all Thine influence prove ; 
Make our souls Thy habitation ; 
Shed abroad the Saviour’s love ; 
Heavenly Teacher, guide and bless us all our days.” 


THE CHANGED JAILER. 


‘¢ How helpless guilty nature lies, 
Unconscious of its load ! 
The heart unchang’d can never rise 
To happiness and God. 


The will perverse, the passions blind, 
In paths of ruin stray : 

Reason debas’d can never find 
The safe, the narrow way.” 

In the last chapter we dwelt chiefly on 
the conversion of Lydia. We shall find 
equally instructive lessons in the conversion 
of the jailer at Philippi. That interesting 
narrative is as well known to all as the con- 
version of St. Paul, Zaccheus, or the dying 
thief, butperhapsis more in contrast with that 
of Lydia, and therefore I select it. The cir- 
cumstances were simply these. The Apostle 
Paul and Silas were arrested for preaching 
the Gospel in the city of Philippi, and 
brought before the rulers. The magistrates 
commanded them to be scourged severe 
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and to be cast into prison. The jailer, when 
he received them, thrust them into the inner 
prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. The Apostles, though in a wretched 
prison, with bleeding backs and their feet 
in the stocks, had their Saviour present with 
them, and prayed and sang praises aloud to 
God. Whilst they were thus lifting up their 
hearts to God there was a great earthquake, 
which shook the foundations of the’ prison, 
burst open all its massive doors, and loosed 
from the limbs of the prisoners all their 
chains. The keeper of the prison, bemg 
awakened by the noise, started from his bed, 
and finding the prison doors open, concluded 
that all the prisoners had escaped. Dread- 
ing the disgrace and the punishment which 
he felt sure would be inflicted upon him, he 
drew his sword and was about to kill him- 
self, Atthat moment, Paul, seeing what he 
was about, returned him good for his evil, 
and cried out to the wretched man, “ Do 
thyself no harm, for we are all here.” The 
jailer, filled with astonishment at this won- 

“il appearance of God in favour of His 


THE CHANGED JAILER. 93 


servants, and impressed by the Holy Spirit 
with a deep conviction of his guilt and 
danger, immediatly called for a light, sprang 
into the inner prison, and trembling from 
head to foot, threw himself down before 
them with the cry “ Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved ?’”? He could not have asked a 
more important question. He could not 
have gone to any one so well able to answer 
it. The Apostle gave him immediately the 
only proper and satisfactory answer that can 
be given to such a question, ‘‘ Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” He did believe, and he was saved, 
and he possessed and enjoyed immediately 
the precious fruits of his faith, joy and peace. 
Now, this whole narrative is full of para- 
doxes, full of riddles to the natural man. 
The whole account would greatly puzzle and 
perplex an unconverted man, if he would sit 
down and study it, while it would greatly 
delight and edify the real Christian, whose 
eyes are open to understand the ways and 
doings of the Lord. There are three things 
especially which would appear incomprehen- 
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sibleto the unconverted, but most comforting 
and edifying to the converted soul : these are 
the sort of people God chooses to convert— 
the way in which he converts them—and the 
way in which true conversion shows itself. 
The narrative shows us very clearly that 
the Lord’sways are not as our ways. Itshows 
us the omnipotence and freeness of God’s 
grace. ‘There was nothing in this man to 
make God love him. Nothing to draw down 
God’s favour upon him; but everything on 
the contrary to draw down God’s wrath and 
heavy displeasure. If we had been asked to 
pointout a man mostunlikelyto beconverted, 
& hopeless case, we should have pointed to 
this wretched, hardened jailer. And yet 
God lays hold of this wanton persecutor of 
His people, and magnifies the riches of His 
grace, as He had done before with the dying 
thief and the persecuting Saul, by convert- 
ing and saving his soul. And the way in 
which God works must greatly puzzle an 
unconverted man. We donot findany long 
course of moral training—any tedious pro- 
cess by which the jailer’s mind is convinced 
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of the truth of Christianity. He reads no 
books—he hears no sermons—the thing is 
done suddenly, but with irresistible power. 
God comes down upon the man like an armed 
giant, seizes him by the throat, and holds 
him suspended over the flames of hell. We 
see how easily God can shake down the bat- 
tlements of the heart and lay the soul low 
in the dust at His feet. We see with what 
perfect ease, when He stretches forth His 
arm, He can snatch the prey out of the hand 
of the mighty, and pluck a brand from the 
burning. Then we are apt to imagine that 
the most moral and amiable are the most 
likely to be converted—but God’s word 
teaches us a different kind of arithmetic. 
God often goes and takes the most deeply 
rooted trees in the devil’s forest and makes 
them pillars and planks in his own spiritual 
temple. This jailer was like a tough and 
gnarled oak, that had driven down its 
roots for a century in the firm soil, and 
reared its head proudly to heaven unscathed 
by the lightning, unblasted by the storm. 
And yet when the Almighty awakes H’ 
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tempest against it, at the very first blast the 
sturdy oak is uprooted and lies prostrate 
on the earth. We learn also from the nar- 
rative that the Holy Ghost, when He con- 
verts the soul, often fills it with terror and 
alarm before He fills it with peace and joy; 
wounds sharply before He pours in the oil 
and the wine of Gospel comfort. He con- 
vinces the soul of sin before He reveals to 
it a bleeding Saviour; He opens up to the 
soul the horrors of the bottomless pit before 
He shows him the glories of the New Jeru- 
salem. He leads him to the peaceful hill 
of Zion, under the frowning heights and 
awfal terrors of Sinai. Here then we learn 
the value of solemn and awakening provi- 
dences; and here, also, we may learn the 
good of solemn and awakening sermons. The 
Holy Spirit makes use of them in converting 
sinners. I know well that many do not like 
such sermons; they would far rather that 
ministers prophesied unto them smooth 
things. They cannot bear to see a minister 
unsheath that bright sword which flashed 
in the face of our first parents as they were 
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driven from the Paradise they had defiled 
with their sin. They think the preacher 
their enemy when he begins to disturb their 
conscience ; they do not like sermons that 
make them feel uneasy ; and yet, perhaps, 
those are the very sermons most likely to do 
them good. They say to such a preacher, 
as Ahab did to Elijah, ‘‘ Hast thou found 
me, O my enemy ?”? They cry out, Why can’t 
you let us alone, why will you bring such 
disagreeable truths before us—why not let 
us sail smoothly down the stream of lifeinour 
pleasant golden dream of security? It is 
because the security of so many is a false 
security—it is because so many are sleeping 
on the lap of Delilah, slumbering in the tent 
of Jael, who, though she has feasted them 
with butter in a lordly dish, has the hammer 
and the nail prepared to fasten them to the 
ground. Itisjust because the rapid stream 
down which they so pleasantly glide, is bear- 
ing them swiftly to the falls of the cataract. 
It is because the ministers of Christ love 
these sleepers, and wish to be faithful to their 
souls, that they bring before them unpleasant 
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truths. They are commanded to preach the 
word, and the word of God contains truths 
which must fall unpleasantly and gratingly 
on the unconverted ear. No one, for in- 
stance, likes to be accused. Now the word 
of God is one broad indictment against every 
child of Adam. It accuses us all of rebel- 
ling against God, robbing him of our affec- 
tions, and provoking him to anger with our 
sins. It tells us all that we have deserved 
hell by our sins, and that if we repent not we 
shall all eternally perish. These are dis- 
tasteful truths ; but why are they told us? 
Simply in love ; our danger is pointed out to 
us, that we may escape. Hell is revealed to 
us, with its worm that never dies, and fire 
that never shall be quenched, that we may 
flee from that wrath to come. Would to 
God that we had more awakening preaching 
than we have. 

If you, my reader, are a parent, and you 
were to see your children walking on the 
brink of some dreadful precipice, uncon- 
scious of their danger, full of glee and 
merriment, would you frighten them away 
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from the cliff by telling them of their 
danger, or would you be afraid of disturb- 
ing their mirth, and let them alone? Your 
concern for their safety would doubtless 
make you cry aloud; your love for them 
would not suffer you to rest till you had 
rescued them from their perilous situation ; 
or again, were you to see your children fast 
asleep, and beasts of prey approaching 
them, just ready to devour them, would 
you be afraid of disturbing their rest, or 
would you hasten to rouse them? Now, if 
the ministers of Christ see many of their 
people in such a situation, should they hold 
their peace? Should they let them go on 
slumbering in the lap of a false security, 
till they slept the sleep of death; or should 
they lift up their voice hike a trumpet, and 
cry aloud and spare not: ‘‘ Awake thou that 
sleepest, and flee from the wrath to come— 
woe, woe to them that are at ease in Zion.’ 
If preachers were silent on the subject of 
danger because it was a distasteful subject, 
if they did not disturb their unconverted 
hearers, if they did nothing to alarm them 
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and make them know their danger, they 
would be most unfaithful to souls and most 
treacherous to their God. If their hearers 
were all spiritually awake, if they were all 
safe in Christ, there would be no necessity 
to be always warning them of danger, and 
telling them of the fearful doom that awaits 
the impenitent. But as long as there are 
so many sleeping souls, unconverted souls, 
in our congregations, so long must the 
ministers of Christ be faithful to those per- 
ishing souls, and remind them that they are 
lost and guilty simners, between whom and 
eternal misery there is nothing, positively 
nothing, if they believe not on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And it will not prevent a 
faithful minister of God striving to rouse 
sluggards, that they turn round upon him, 
and find fault with him, and tell him he is 
troubling them. It will not deter him from 
striving to scare away souls from hell to the 
arms of Jesus, that some turn upon him 
and say he preaches damnation, because he 
implores sinners to seek salvation in Christ; 
and not destroy their own souls by neglect- 
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ing the great salvation. Just as if probing 
a wound was the same as inflicting a wound, 
or telling a man he is a bankrupt was the 
same as ruining him for life. Can we sup- 
pose for a moment that the jailer was ever 
angry with God for sending an earthquake 
to rouse him so roughly from his sleep? 
Was he ever sorry that God had so troubled 
and stirred up his guilty conscience, and 
made him feel the weight of his sins, and 
tremble at the burning gulf that yawned 
ready to receive him? No, but he would 
bless God for the terrors that drove him to 
Christ ; and neither will the awakened sin- 
ner ever feel otherwise than most thankful 
for the solemn affliction or the awakening 
sermon that first led him to think seriously 
of his soul, and seek salvation in Christ. 
Having thus seen that the brightest tro- 
phies of the Gospel are often gathered from 
the most unlikely soils, and that God often 
uses violent methods to convert the soul, 
let us now briefly see how this jailer’s con- 
version showed itself. It showed itself, 1st, 
by faith in Christ ; and there can be no true 
K 2 
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conversion without faith in Christ. He was 
told to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and we are told “‘he believed in God.”? He 
thus believed that Jesus was God, and that 
as God-man He had died for his sins. 2nd, 
He showed the reality of his conversion by 
repentance and humility—not merely by his 
terrors of conscience and dread of being 
punished for his sins—but we find him 
doing what he can to make restitution for 
the wrong he had done; he loosed the 
Apostles from the stocks ito which his 
own hands had placed them, and brought 
them out of the inner prison into which he 
himself had thrust them; as far as he could 
he undid the evil he had formerly done, and 
acted as a servant towards them. 3rd, By 
his love for God’s ministers, and his eager- 
ness for instruction in the things of God. 
He not only implored them prostrate before 
them to tell him the way of salvation, but 
he listened to them most gladly, and drank 
greedily in every word they uttered. He 
washed their stripes also, and set meat be- 

‘hem. 4th, By his care for the souls 
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of others. He was not content to be saved 
alone, though his first cry was, What must 
I do to be saved—though his first anxiety 
was, as it will be with every awakened soul, 
for his own individual safety, yet he stopped 
not there; he showed himself very anxious 
for the salvation of his family also: and 
had his whole household baptized and in- 
structed and dedicated to the Lord Jesus. 
5th, By his joy—his spiritual yoy—we are 
told that he rejoiced. Some timid de- 
sponding Christian may exclaim, how could 
such a man be so happy and rejoice 80 
soon? Shall I tell you? It was because 
he looked away from himself, and looked 
ata glorious and precious Saviour. If he 
had brooded over his past sins, and looked 
at nothing but his own lost and miserable 
state, he would have been melancholy 
enough ; but he had something brighter 
to look at—he looked at the remedy, the 
atoning blood and forgiving smile of his 
Saviour God. There was nothing to make 
him glad, but everything to make him sor- 
rowful in himself. But there was every- 


104 THE CHANGED JAILER. 


thing to make him glad when he looked to 
Christ. He did look to Christ and he re- 
joiced ; and you, my dear reader, would also 
rejoice greatly, if you looked less at your- 
self and more at your Saviour. It is look- 
ing to Jesus that gladdens the Christian’s 
heart, just as coming into the sunshine 
gladdens the eyes. Some people think it 
wrong to believe that their sins are put 
away, and to rejoice in that belief; they 
think they are honouring Christ when they 
hang down their heads lke a bulrush, and 
refuse to taste the sweetness of God’s for- 
giving love. On the contrary, it is really 
dishonouring Christ—it is casting discredit 
on His precious word—it is impugning the 
efficacy of His precious blood—it is acting 
as if we did not believe His gracious pro- 
mise, ‘‘ though your sins be as scarlet they. 
shall be as white as snow, though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.’’ 
The true way to honour Christ, is implicitly 
to believe what He says—to take Him at 
His word—to lean the whole weight of our 
souls upon Him—to believe that He really 
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will do and does-do all the gracious things 
that He says He will. 


O eyes that are weary, and hearts that are sore, 
Look off unto Jesus, and sorrow no more: 

The light of His countenance shineth so bright, 
That on earth, as in heaven, there need be no night. 


“‘ Looking aff unto Jesus,’ my eyes cannot see 
The troubles and dangers that throng around me: 
They cannot be blinded with sorrowful tears, 
They cannot be shadowed with unbelief-fears. 


“ Looking off unto Jesus,” my spirit is blest,— 
In the world I have turmoil—in Him I have rest: 
The sea of my life all about me may roar,— 
When I look unto Jesus, I hear it no more. 


“ Looking off unto Jesus,” I go not astray ; 

My eyes are on Him, and He shows me the way; 
The path may seem dark, as He leads me along, 
But following Jesus, I cannot go wrong. 


“‘ Looking off unto Jesus,” my heart cannot fear, 
Its trembling is still when I see Jesus near: 

I know that His power my safeguard will be, 
‘‘For why are ye troubled ?” He saith unto me. 


“ Looking off unto Jesus,’ oh! may I be found, 
When the waters of Jordan encompass me round: 
Let them bear me away in His presence to be: 
"Tis but seeing Him nearer whom always I see. 


Then, then shall I know the full beauty and grace 
Of Jesus, my Lord, when I stand face to face: 

I shall know how His love went before me each day, 
And wonder that ever my eyes turned away! 
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The jailer thus honoured Him; He be- 
heved firmly that Jesus was willing as well 
as able to save him—he believed the glad 
tidings that the blood of Christ cleanseth 
from all sin—he believed that Jesus had 
saved him from hell—how could he, be- 
lieving this, do otherwise than love Christ 
much—how could he do otherwise than 
greatly rejoice? The language of every 
converted soul ought to be what you will 
find in Isaiah lxi. 10: “I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall be joyful 
in my God, for he hath clothed me (you see 
it is what God has done for the soul that 
fills it with joy, and not what it does itself) 
with the garments of salvation; he hath 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with or- 
naments, and as a bride adorneth herself 
with her jewels.” 

Thus have we seen what the grace of 
God can do, in softening the hard heart, 
and melting down the proud soul, turning 
the tiger into a lamb, the despairing horror- 

‘*cken wretch, about to commit suicide, 
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into the rejoicing Christian, and the child 
of hell into a saint of God. 

Do you, my reader, know anything of this 
converting grace of God? Perhaps you 
answer, O yes, I have read a great deal 
about it. Ah! that is not what I mean. 
Have you ever felt its power? Has the 
Holy Ghost ever convinced you of sin, and 
taught you seriously to ask, what must I do 
to be saved? Has He then applied to your 
wounded conscience the peace-speaking 
blood of Jesus? Has He led you to the 
hill of Calvary, pointed you to a bleeding 
Saviour, and said, ‘ Behold the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world.” 
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved?’ Do not think these 
trifling questions. Are you not a sinner? 
Are you not a dying sinner? Must you 
not soon appear before your Judge ? What, 
then, will you plead ? Are you prepared 
for the solemn trial? O consider these 
things. ‘Trifle no longer with your souls. 
Kternity is at hand. Heaven or hell will 
soon be your portion. And can you be un. 
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concerned? If you were never seriously 
in earnest about the salvation of your soul, 
if you never felt a desire to know how you 
must be saved, you are yet a stranger to 
real religion. You may know how others 
are to be saved, but if you have not made 
the inquiry for your own soul, you are a 
Christian only in name—you are still far 
from God. May God awaken you to a sense 
of your danger, and lead you to Christ as 
the only Saviour of sinners. The God with 
whom we have to do is a God that will not 
be mocked—He is a holy and a just God— 
a God that loveth righteousness and hateth 
iniquity. A God who has said that He will 
by no means clear the guilty: but that the 
soul that sinneth i¢ shall die. Blessed be 
His name for ever, He is a God of infinite 
mercy too, and justice and mercy have met 
together in the Gospel of Christ. He has 
provided for us plenteous redemption in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Oh! that each of my 
readers may seriously inquire, as the awak- 
ened jailer did, “ What shall I do to be 
saved ?”? And, oh, may the Holy Spirit lead 
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you each to look to Christ alone to be saved 
from your sins—from the gui/t of them that 
you may not be punished, and from the 
power of them that they may not have do- 
minion over you.u—Amen and Amen. 


“ What shall the dying sinner do, 
That seeks relief for all his woe ? 
Where shall the guilty conscience find 
Ease for the torment of his mind ? 


_How shall we get our sins forgiven, 

Or form our natures fit for heaven ? 

Can souls, all o’er defil’d with sin, 

Make their own powers and passions clean ? 


In vain we search, in vain we try, 
*Till Jesus brings his gospel nigh; 

’Tis there such power and glory dwell, 
As saves rebellious souls from hell. 


This is the pillar of our hope, 

That bears our fainting spirits up: 
We read the grace, we trust the word, 
And find salvation in the Lord.” 
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“‘ He dies ! the Friend of sinners dies ! 
Lo! Salem’s daughters weep around : 
A solemn darkness veils the skies, 

A sudden trembling shakes the ground. 


Come saints, and trace in sad review 

His grief who groan’d beneath your load : 
He gave His precious life for you, 

The ransom of your soul, to God. 


But, lo! the Lord forsakes the tomb : 
In vain His foes forbid His rise; 
Angelic legions guard Him home, 
And shout Him welcome to the skies. 


Cease, cease your tears, ye saints, and tell 
How high your great Deliv’rer reigns; 
Sing how He spoil’d the hosts of hell, 
And led His captive, death, in chains. 


Say, “Live for ever, wondrous King, 

Born to redeem, and strong to save;” 
Then ask of death, Oh! where’s thy sting ? 
And where thy victory, boasting grave ?” 


Taz account of our Saviour’s sufferings 
is unquestionably the most interesting, the 
most pathetic, and the most humbling, that 
any Christian heart can contemplate. And 
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yet, strange to say, there is probably no 
record of a man’s sufferings which is read by 
many with less interest, less feeling, and less 
sense of humility. Many who have wept 
over the imaginary misfortunes of some hero 
of a tragedy, or the wrongs of some ficti- 
tious heroine of a foolish romance, have 
never wept a tear and never felt a sorrow at 
the unexampled sufferings of the great 
Redeemer. There must be something radi- 
cally wrong in human nature, there must be 
some strange perversity about the natural 
heart of man, or this could never be the 
case. There are many whose whole spirit 
has been stirred from its inmost depths, and 
whose cheeks have been flooded with tears, 
at a well-told tale of sorrow, whose hearts 
have yet never throbbed with sympathy, and 
whose eyes have never shed a tear at the 
foot of the Saviour’s cross, while thinking 
of the bitter agonies and tremendous woes 
of the dying Man of sorrows. This fact is 
surely a very strong and convincing proof 
of our ruined state ; for it could never be tha 
case, if man was not alienated from God 
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the fall. Consider, for one moment, what 
the sufferings of Christ were. We naturally 
sympathize with sufferers. There is some- 
thing within us which leads us to pity the 
unfortunate and to deplore the miseries of 
the wretched ; and in spite of the selfishness 
of our nature, we cannot help siding with 
the patient sufferer and grieving at the sight 
of his misery. Of all the sufferers that ever 
lived, Christ was the greatest. Of all the 
sufferers that ever breathed, Christ was the 
most patient. In the greatness of His suffer- 
ings then, and the patience with which He 
bore them, we see enough to engage our 
sympathy, and awaken the tenderest feelings 
of our breasts. But more than this; if the 
sufferer is innocent, if he is unjustly pun- 
ished, if instead of receiving ill-treatment 
at the hands of his tormentors, he merits 
their kindness and their love, we feel a ten- 
fold interest in him, and our hearts bind 
themselves to him with a warmer sympathy 
and a firmer love. Now there never was so 
innocent a sufferer as Christ; there never 
was 8 sufferer who deserved so highly and yet 
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received so basely at the hands of his 
tormentors. Here then is a fresh reason why 
our hearts should feel, at the sufferings of 
our Lord. But more still than this. The 
more illustrious the sufferer, the greater 
interest do we take, and the more intensely 
do we feel. If, for instance, we heard on the 
same day, of a severe accident befalling our 
gracious Queen, and one also befalling an 
humble member of society, we should feel 
more intensely interested in the state, and 
more anxious for the rapid recovery of the 
royal sufferer than we should for the other. 
Now, the man whose limbs were nailed to 
the cross of Calvary was the most illustrious 
sufferer the world ever beheld; He was the 
Eternal Majesty of Heaven, the King of 
Kings, and the Lord of Lords. His suffer- 
ings then ought doubly to interest us, and 
the record of them to move and agitate our 
hearts. But yet further than all this, if we 
gaze on a sufferer, and know that he is 
suffering through some fault of ours, that | 
we are the cause of his grief and sorrows, 


we naturally feel most acutely of all; 
. L 2 
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cannot bear to think that we have brought 
down misery on the patient sufferer, and the 
more tenderly and deeply the sufferer loves 
us, the more acutely do we feel the anguish 
of having inflicted such an injury upon him. 
Now, my dear believing readers, we were 
the cause of the sufferings of Christ. He 
was wounded for our transgressions ; He was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him, and with His 
stripes we are healed. Did you ever think 
of this when reading or hearing the account 
of the sufferings of the Son of God? Did 
you ever say to yourself, ‘‘ Behold the terri. 
ble effects of my sins; my sins brought all 
this flood of anguish on the head of Christ ; 
my sins pierced Him and fastened Him to the 
accursed cross?” If we oftener thought 
thus it would be well. Our hearts would 
not then be so cold and petrified against the 
sufferings of the Saviour, our spirits would 
not be so indifferent to the record of His 
woes. It is because we only half realize 
these solemn truths, that we can so often 

with such unmoved muscles and 
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such dead indifference to the account of the 
dying agonies of Jesus. If we really be- 
lieved these things; if we really believed 
in our hearts that Christ suffered all this 
torture ; that He wasinnocent; that He was 
the Most High God; that our base ingra- 
titude, and our sins inflicted these agonies 
upon Him; and that He who thus agonized, 
and groaned, and died upon the cross, 
loved us with more than a mother’s tender- 
ness, and ten thousand times more than a 
father’s yearning love, we could not—oh! 
we could not!—listen to the touching 
history unmoved. Cold as our hearts 
might have been before, they would thaw 
and melt, and our whole spirit would be 
moved to think that the greatest and the best 
of beings suffered the greatest and worst 
of tortures for our sakes, for our sins. 


“ Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 

Which before the cross I spend ; 

Life and health and peace possessing, 
From the sinner’s dying Friend. 

Truly blessed is this station, 
Low before His cross to lie; 

While I see divine compassion 
Floating in His languid eye. 
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Love and grief my heart dividing, 
With my tears His feet I’ll bathe ; 
Constant still, in faith abiding, 
Life deriving from His death. 
May I still enjoy this feeling, 
Still to my Redeemer go, 
Prove His death each day more healing, 
And Himself more fully know.” 


In the beloved Apostle John’s touching 
narrative of our Lord’s death, there occurs 
a very remarkable statement. He mentions 
the following most extraordinary circum- 
stance :—“‘ One of the soldiers, with a spear, 
prerced his side, and forthwith came thereout 
BLOOD AND WATER.” He tells us here three 
things :—That the side of Christ was prerced; 
that blood and water flowed from it; and who 
it was that pierced it. 

Let us meditate on this solemn subject, 
and briefly consider these three things :—1st. 
Why the side of Christ was pierced. 2nd. 
Why blood and water flowed from the 
wounded side; and, 38rd. Who it was that 
pierced Him. 

Why, then, let us ask, was the side of 
Christ pierced? Had He not already en- 

‘ured indignities enough, but must His 
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dead body be further insulted by being 
gashed and mangled? If you will turn to 
the chapter in which this fact is narrated, 
you will find a reason given why God per- 
mitted this indignity to be offered to the 
body of His well-beloved Son. You have the 
whole account from the 32nd verse asfollows: 
—‘ Then came the soldiers, and brake the 
legs of the first’’ (you will recollect that 
two thieves were crucified with the Lord 
Jesus, and that they were anxious to take 
the bodies away before the Sabbath, and 
therefore brake their legs to kill them more 
quickly) “and of the other which was 
crucified with Him ; but when they came to 
Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, 
they brake not His legs; but one of the 
soldiers, with a spear, pierced His side, and 
forthwith came thereout blood and water. 
And he that saw it bare record, and his 
record is true; and he knoweth that he 
saith true, that ye might believe. For these 
things were done” (now, mark!) “ that 
the Scripture should be fulfilled, A bone 
of Him shall not be broken. And again, 
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another Scripture saith, They shall look 
on Him whom they pierced.” Here, then, 
is the reason why Jesus was pierced. 

When Adam sinned, God immediately 
promised to give us a bruised and suffering 
Saviour who should save his people from 
their sins. It was most important that 
when this promised Saviour came, we should 
know Him—for if we did not know Him, 
we could not go to Him to be saved. 
God accordingly gave a great many 
marks by which this Saviour should be 
known. He foretold that certain things 
should happen to Him, and that He should 
do certain things; so that when He really 
did come, and all these things came to pass, 
men might see that this was the Saviour, and 
look to Him for salvation. Amongst other 
things it was foretold, that not a bone of 
Him should be broken, and that He should 
be pierced. These prophecies must be ful- 
filled ; and therefore, though the soldiers 
little thought they were fulfilling prophecy 
in what they did, yet, when they brake the 
legs of the two thieves, they did not break 
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a single bone in the body of Jesus, but one 
of them, with his spear, pierced His side. 
It was, then, to add strength to our faith, and 
multiply the proofs of Jesus being the only 
Saviour, that His side was pierced. But 
perhaps some reader will say, Why was 
He pierced when He was dead, and why 
was it prophesied of at all? He was already 
offered up; the sacrifice was complete ; 
what need was there of His being pierced, 
when His own lips had before declared that 
-all His work was finished? It was pre- 
cisely because His work was finished that 
He was thus pierced. It was to show 
clearly, to prove beyond all doubt and con- 
troversy, that the sacrifice was completed, 
that Jesus was really dead, that God per- 
mitted His side to be thus gashed with 
the soldier's spear. If He had been taken 
down from the cross without this, the Jews 
would have afterwards said, that He had 
never been dead at all, but had only been 
in & swoon, and that His pretended resur- 
rection was nothing more than His recovery 
from this swoon. But now, they could - 
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say this. The wound given Him by the 
soldier was such, that if He had not been 
dead already, it would have let out the last 
embers of life. They could not dare to say 
that He had been taken down from the 
cross in a fainting fit, for numbers had seen 
this spear-wound given, and seen from the 
blood and water that poured forth from the 
wound, that the man thus wounded was 
literally, and beyond all question, dead. 

These, then, were the reasons, why Jesus 
was wounded in the side after His death :-— 
First, that the Scripture which predicted 
that it should be so should be fulfilled; and, 
secondly, that His enemies and friends 
should have a clear proof of His actual 
death—a proof that He was not im a trance 
from exhaustion, but was truly and literally 
dead, for this spear broke up the very foun- 
tains of life; and according to all the law 
and course of nature, it was quite impossible 
that any human body should survive such a 
wound in the most vital part. 

Let us now ask, why blood and water 
flowed from the wounded side of Christ, 
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thus pierced by the soldier's spear? The 
blood and water were meant to repre- 
sent to us the two great benefits which 
flow to believers from the death of Christ 
upon the cross. We all want two things. 
The pardon of our guilt—that is one; the 
purifying of our hearts, the sanctifying of 
our bodies, souls, and spirits—that is the 
other. The first of these we have in the 
blood of Jesus: ‘‘ The blood of Jesus Christ, 
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” The 
second of these we have in the cleansing 
power of the Holy Spirit, who is continually 
called “ water,’ “ living water,’ “the 
water of life,’ in the Scriptures. The 
Holy Spirit’s influences upon our souls were | 
purchased for us by the death of Christ. 
The blood and the water, then, that flowed 
forth from the side of our wounded Re- 
deemer, represent our justification and our 
sanctification. Blood for remission—water 
for regeneration; blood for atonement— 
water for purification. Under the law both 
blood and water were very much used. The 
blood of beasts to represent the blood of 
M 


22 THE SUFFERINGS OF JESUS. 


Christ, and water mixed with the ashes of 
a burnt sacrifice, to represent the Holy 
Spirit’s influence cleansing the heart by 
applying to it the sacrifice of Christ. With- 
out shedding of blood, says the Scripture, 
there is no remission of sins. Guilt con- 
tracted, under the law, must be expiated by 
blood ; stains contracted must be done away 
by the water of purification. These two 
must always go together. We must seek 
pardon through the blood of Christ, we 
must seek for aclean heart and a right spirit 
by the grace of the Holy Ghost. And both 
these will every true believer receive. Christ 
comes to him with a blessing in each hand ; 
pardon in one, and sanctification in the other ; 
and He never gives one without the other. 
Look at 1 Cor. vi. 11, what St. Paul says 
Christ had done for the Corinthian Chris- 
tians—they had, some of them, been very 
abandoned characters. ‘And such,” says 
he, ‘“‘ were some of you: but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God.” They were sanctified 
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and they were justified. The blood and the 
water were both applied to their souls. 
Christ has thus joined them together, and 
we must never think to put them asunder. 
They both flowed from the pierced side of our 
precious Redeemer. To Christ crucified we 
owe both the merit which justifies us before 
God, and the Spirit of grace which sanctifies _ 
us and makes us meet for heaven; and we 
have just as much need of the latter as of 
the former. Christ was pierced at Calvary, 
as the rock was smitten in the wilderness, 
that the living streams which refresh and 
cleanse and purify His church should flow 
forth fully and freely. His precious blood 
is the fountain in which we must wash away 
the guilt of our sins; His Spirit is the river 
of the water of life in which we must be 
washed from all our defilements, and whose 
sparkling wells of salvation must refresh and 
strengthen us every step of our march 
towards the city of our God. 

Let us now inquire, in the last place, who 
it was that pierced the side of Christ. The 
narrative tells us that it was a soldier; one 
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of the Roman soldiers sent tosee that the three 
bodies on the crosses were taken away before 
the Sabbath. How especially applicable this 
subject is to the members of the military 
profession! I remember still the riveted 
attention of a congregation of soldiers, as I 
preached to them more than twenty years 
ago on this subject: ‘‘ One of the soldiers 
with a spear pierced His side: but was 
this the only soldier, was this the only man 
who has pierced the heart of Christ? Far 
from it; there is not asoldierin the army of 
Christ who has not done the same; there is 
not a man, or woman, or child in the family 
and household of faith who has not been 
guilty of the same crime. Yes, my dear 
readers, you and I have pierced the Saviour’s 
heart by our sins. It is true that we have 
not had the opportunity of offering His body 
the insult of gashing it with our spears, but 
have we not all insulted Him by our cold 
neglect, and pierced His heart through and 
through by our base ingratitude and con- 
tempt? Andis notthis a fouler wrong than 
the Roman soldier did, and a deeper wound 
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than the Roman soldier gave? Supposing 
for one moment, my dear readers, that Icould 
bring before you the Saviour suspended 
on the cross, the blood streaming from His 
wounds, and His sacred body covered with 
marks of violence, could you, dare you, lift 
up your hand against that sacred body and 
wound and gash it with your swords? You 
could not, you dare not. You would shrink 
back aghast at the horrid proposition, and 
suffer ten thousand deaths sooner than inflict 
so great an outrage on Him you regard as 
your Redeemer and your Lord. And yetisit . 
not worse than this to dishonour the Saviour 
by denying his authority over us, or grieving 
His Spirit by want of love to His members, 
or any other inconsistency? The Roman 
soldier is not the only soldier who has 
pierced the Son of God. Christ is pierced 
and wounded by our unbelieving doubts, our 
distrustful suspicions, our carelessness, our 
desertion of His cause, our refusing to obey 
His behests. An earthly commander would 
rather a thousand times that his soldier 
would gash his body with their swords t' 
M 2 
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pierce his heart and wound his spirit by 
basely committing treason, and betraying 
him to his enemy. And so would Christ. 
It is a thousand times worse to profess to 
be a soldier of Christ, to call ourselves 
Christians, and then betray Him and desert 
from His standard, and use our weapons in 
the service of His enemies, than it would 
have been to have pierced His side with a 
spear, had we lived at the time of His death. 
And are there none who thus have a name 
to live whilst they are dead? None, who 
hke Demas, forsake the cause of Christ from 
love of the present evil world ? None, who 
like poor Peter, desert from Christ’s banner, 
and mixing with His enemies, say, “I do 
not know the man?’ None, who like the 
Galatians, once ran well, but have been 
hindered? How many who have sworn 
a solemn oath of allegiance, as the soldiers 
of Christ, have gone back! The Lord 
restore their souls, and lead them once more 
into the paths of righteousness for His 
name’s sake. 


Are you, my dear reader, the faithful, 
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steady, uncompromising soldier of Christ, 
orare you a deserter, fighting against Christ, 
and serving His enemy the devil? You 
cannot be both. He that is not with me is 
against me, says Christ. No man can serve 
two masters. You have sworn to serve Christ 
as a good soldier, to fight His battles, and to 
obey His laws, andif you are not doing this 
you are a perjured man and a rebel, a de- 
serter and a traitor to the best of masters 
and the best of kings. The drunkard is no 
soldier of Christ’s, he is the soldier and 
slave of the devil. The swearer is no soldier 
of Christ’s. The liar and the thief, the 
adulterer and the backbiter are no soldiers 
of Christ’s; they are enemies of the cross, 
they are the active soldiers and the cringing 
slaves of the devil. The man whois ashamed 
of Christ, ashamed to be seen reading his 
Bible, ashamed of being found on his knees 
before God, ashamed of confessing that he 
is a religious man, is no soldier of Christ’s. 
If he professes to be a Christian, he is 
miserably deceiving himself. He is piercing 
and wounding Christ daily by calling him- 
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self by His holy name, while leading an 
_ unholy hfe. He is putting him to an open 
~ shame, and bringing His cause into disre- 
pute. Christ will have no cowards in His 
camp. His soldiers are expected to endure 
hardness, to have the dauntless courage of 
the lion, and to be willing to suffer every 
taunt and jeer, and face every enemy with 
an unflinching front, and go to the stake 
rather than disgrace their uniform, or desert 
their colours. Many, who are good soldiers 
enough to their fellow men, are not soldiers 
of Christ. Your profession, my dear mili- 
tary friends, is an honourable profession, and 
you do well and rightly to strive to excel in 
the discharge of its duties. But let me lead 
your minds to a nobler profession, and a far 
more honourable service. The profession of 
a real Christian, the service of Christ. Be- 
lieve me, many a soldier’s heart that beats 
with warm loyalty to his earthly sovereign, 
throbs with as foul disloyalty against his 
heavenly sovereign. Many a man who would 
not for the world break the rules of his 
weofogsion as a soldier, yet daily breaks 
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every rule of his profession as a Christian. 
Many a soldier who would shrink with horror 
from the wretch who would strive to make 
him a traitor to his Queen, never shrinks at 
all from him who would make him a traitor 
to his God. Many a soldier who would 
rather die ten thousand deaths than be a 
rebel to his country and his country’s Queen, 
is yet arebel every day of his life against the 
King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. Let 
me entreat you all, dear readers, to follow 
Christ closely as the great Captain of our sal- 
vation—beat a retreat from the paths of sin, 
forsake all evil ways and evil thoughts, dis- 
entangle yourselves from every vicious habit 
and every profane and ungodly companion 
—beware how youassociate with the enemies 
of your great Captain. Strive to gain, under 
His banner the noblest of victories, the vic- 
tory over yourselves. ‘“‘ He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty, and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” 
Do not imitate the Roman soldier by offer- 
ing insult to the crucified Saviour, but imi- 
tate rather the devout centurions and the 
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pious soldiers, of whom we read in the 
Acts of the Apostles, serving God and 
loving their neighbour, and looking for sal- 
vation through the Lord Jesus Christ. Fight 
manfully under the banner of Christ against 
sin, the world and the devil—die rather than 
be a traitor to Him ; suffer anything rather 
than betray His cause; be willing to endure 
everything rather than provoke His wrath, 
or forfeit His smile. Are any of you afraid 
of being sneered at as methodistical, as over- 
righteous, as too saintly? Would to God 
we were all of us more righteous, more 
saint-like than we are. The pious soldier is 
the best soldier—the bravest and the coolest 
on the field of battle, the most orderly and 
the best behaved in the time of peace—and 
the most distinguished officers of the British 
forces know this well. What is there to 
be ashamed of in religion ? There is every- 
thing to glory in, in being religious; there 
is everything to be ashamed of, in being 
irreligious. You are none of you ashamed 
of the regiment to which you belong. On 
the contrary, you glory, and very justly and 
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properly glory, in the martial achievements 
and the hardships and privations through 
which your own regiment has passed, the 
heroic bravery and true-hearted loyalty your 
own regiment has displayed. You boast of 
your colours that no enemy has ever cap- 
tured, and no foe has ever trampled in the 
dust, but which have always floated proudly 
in the thickest and the hottest of the fight. 
Why then should you be ashamed of belong- 
ing to a nobler and a braver, a far more 
glorious army than ever fought beneath an 
earthly commander? Why should you feel 
ashamed of serving with the soldiers of the 
heavenly King, and fighting beneath a banner 
which has ever floated majestically above 
the malice of its enemies, and shall yet be 
unfurled in triumph on the ruined battle- 
ments and the fallen pride of all its malig- 
nant foes? And why should you be ashamed 
to show that you have taken Christ for your 
Captain, and to confess that you are deter- 
mined to serve Him faithfully as his fearless 
and devoted soldier? No soldier ever felt 
ashamed of that illustrious Commander * 
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Chief of the British army, the Duke of Wel- 
ington. You do not breathe the greatest 
military name that ever passed the lips of 
man, the distinguished name of Wellington, 
with bated breath and a half smothered 
mutter, as though you were ashamed. No, 
every soldier speaks of that great man with 
a glowing heart and a swelling breast, with 
@ smile of exultation on his cheek, and 
glories in his professional connection with 
the soldier’s friend, the greatest captain of 
the age. Why then should you be ashamed 
of the Lord Jesus? He is a greater Captain 
than the hero of Waterloo. He is the God 
who created Wellington, and gave him all 
his military skill. Indeed, it is the greatest 
honour and the most exalted privilege that 
the Captain of the Lord’s hosts should enlist 
us as His soldiers. He has fought our battles 
for us, He has overcome the forces of the 
bottomless pit for us; He was crucified and 
pierced to save us from the power of our 
enemies, and base and ungrateful indeed 
shall we be if we desert His standard and 
shrink away as cowards ashamed of wearing 
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His uniform, and afraid of fighting His 
battles. We cannot get to heaven without 
fighting. We must all be soldiers. Christ 
is the door and the way through which we 
pass to heaven—He is our Saviour and Re- 
deemer, and has opened the golden gates of 
heaven for us. But we have numerous 
enemies who will contest every inch of 
ground we travel towards the celestial city. 
We all want a Captain. Christ is that Cap- 
tain. We must all either fight or submit 
tamely to be the grovelling slaves of our 
enemies. We must all fight in the strength 
of our great Captain Christ, or we shall be 
vanquished and overcome, and trampled 
down to hell by sin and Satan. Christ, like 
a skilful and careful general, equips us well 
for the field of spiritual combat. He puts 
weapons into our hands tempered and 
fashioned in heaven itself, and He teaches 
us in His word how to fight and to prevail. 
Resist the devil, He says, and he will flee 
from you. Under such a General the end of 
the conflict is certain. The battle may last 
long, but a crown of life awaits the victorious 
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soldier of Christ. He shall plant his foot 
on the necks of his prostrate foes and spring 
from them into glory. Oh let us not shrink 
from taking up the cross and following 
Christ. His service is perfect freedom. 
You will find in the blood shed forth by the 
thrust of the soldier’s spear a full and perfect 
pardon for all your sins ; for the sins of the 
soldier, the sins of the merchant, the sins of 
the preacher, the sins of all who are led to 
wash by faith in its sacred flood. You will 
find that Christ will cleanse you from all 
your filthiness with the water of His Holy 
Spirit. That sacred and cleansing stream 
can purify the heart of the soldier, the heart 
of the merchant, the heart of the preacher, 
the hearts of all in whom God has awakened 
a desire to be cleansed. Washed in that 
most precious blood, purified by that blessed 
Spirit, we shall be indeed the faithful and 
ardent soldiers of the Lord our Redeemer. 
We may march on dauntlessly and fearlessly. 
We may glory in our great Captain. His 
skill is infinite, and may well inspire us with 
courage. He leads us to certain victory. 
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His free wages are eternal life. He gives 
us, not the pillage of a town or the sacking 
of a city as the rewards of bravery, but He 
gives freely, nobly, as a royal gift, all that 
heaven contains of happiness and glory, all 
that His own eternal city can supply of riches 
and honour and immortality. 

His heart is a fathomless ocean of love, 
an exhaustless fountain of grace. 

Out of His wounded side has flowed forth 
a cleansing stream of salvation. Pierced 
and smitten like the rock in Horeb, it has 
given forth freely and fully all its riches of 
love and grace for His redeemed people. 

Let us drink deeply of these streams of 
life-giving grace. Let us feast upon the mch 
fulness of His dying love. Gazing with the 
eye of faith on the bleeding Lamb of God, let 
us draw near the throne of grace with our 
empty souls to be replenished, strengthened, 
refreshed and comforted by the never-failing 
water of life and blood of sprinkling. 

“ Sprinkled with reconciling blood, 
I dare approach Thy throne, O God ! 


Thy face no frowning aspect wears : 
Thy hand no vengeful weapon bears. 
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Let me my grateful homage pay, 

With courage sing, with freedom pray ; 
And, though myself a wretch undone, 
Hope for acceptance through Thy Son. 
Thy Son, who on th’ accursed tree 
Expir’d to set the vilest free ; 

On this I build my only claim, 

And all I ask is in His name.” 


But while the flowing stream of water and 
blood, gushing from our Lord’s riven side, 
speaks to us powerfully of His love, and pro- 
claims to us the riches of His ever-abounding 
grace; does it not also speak to us powerfully 
of the greatness of our guilt, and cover us 
with shame for the coldness of our love. 


‘¢ Jesu’s blood for sinners spilt, 
Shows my sin in all its guilt : 
Ah! my soul, He bore thy load ; 
Thou hast slain the Lamb of God. 
Hark ! his dying word, “ Forgive ; 
Father, let the sinner live : 
Sinner, wipe thy tears away, 
I thy ransom freely pay.” 
Farewell, world; thy gold is dross, 
Now I see the bleeding cross ; 
Jesus died to set me free 
From the law, and sin, and thee. 
He has dearly bought my soul ; 
Lord, accept and claim the whole : 
To Thy will I all resign, 
Now no more my own, but Thine.” 


THE CERTAINTY OF THE 
PROMISES. 


“ The promises surpass my thought, 
But faithful is my Lord; 
In unbelief I stagger not, 
For God hath spoke the word. 


Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks to that alone, 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
| And says, ‘‘ It shall be done.” 
Tue difference between the real believer 
and the man of the world is, that one walks 
by sight, the other walks by faith. The 
believer sees a Being whom the worldling 
cannot see, and hears a voice which the 
worldling cannot hear. The man of the 
world has no staff strong enough to support 
him if all earthly things fail him; but the 
believer has a staff which will support him 
beneath his heaviest trials, and bring him 
safely through his deepest wants. The 
staff of the worldling is a broken reed, 
which the least pressure snaps; it is of th: 
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earth earthy, and is sure to fail him when 
he needs it most; but the staff of the be- 
hever is as unbending as a rock, and firm 
as the everlasting hills. The Christian’s 
staff is THE WORD OF HIS FAITHFUL Gop—and 
the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
God places this staff in his hand when he 
first sets out for heaven, and he finds it an 
unfailing source of strength every step of 
_the way. Whenever he grows weary, he 
leans on this staff, and his strength and 
courage revive. It is like Ithuriel’s spear, 
its touch detects every disguise of Satan; 
it is like the rod of Moses, it brings water 
from the barren rock, rolls back the hosts 
of the spiritual Amalek, and opening a 
passage through the deepest waters, buries 
in overwhelming destruction the enemies of 
the Lord, and hides them for ever from the 
sight of his Israel. The Christian pilgrim 
need fear no danger, while he grasps firmly 
this precious staff. He can cry out to God 
in the very face of his worst enemies, ‘I 
will fear no evil—Thy rod and Thy staff com- 
fort me.’ The Christian pilgrim need fear 
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no want while he has this staff in his hand ; 
it teaches him to cast all his care upon God, 
and he can say, as he leans his whole weight _ 
upon his staff, “The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not want.”? Yes, when he feels 
this staff supporting him, he knows that 
his cares for time, and his deep anxie- 
ties for eternity, are all provided for, and 
he joyfully sings with a light and gladdened 
heart, “Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” 
With regard to temporal things, he is quite 
sure that though to the eye of sense every- 
thing fails, he shall not want. He leans on 
his staff, and that staff has told him, ‘Thy 
bread shall be sure, and thy water shall not 
fail.”? Yes, he exclaims, as he tries the 
strength of this faithful word, “‘ Although 
the fig-tree do not blossom, neither fruit be 
in the vines, the labour of the olive have 
failed, and the fields yield no meat; the 
flock be cut off from the fold, and there be 
no herd in the stall, vet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 
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He does not say, I will joy in the God who 
created me, for God out of Christ is a con- 
suming fire ; but I will joy in the God of my 
salvation.” ‘ He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things.”’ With regard to spiritual things, 
he is equally certain and sure that all grace 
shall abound toward him, for his staff as- 
sures him, ‘‘ My God shall supply all your 
need out of His riches in glory by Jesus 
Christ.”” ‘‘ He will give grace and glory, no 
good thing will He withhold from them that 
walk uprightly.” We see, then, that the 
Christian pilgrim can look around him on 
the desolation of all earthly things, and see 
them fast vanishing away, without a tear 
moistening his cheek or a pang agitating 
his heart. He leans upon his staff—that is. 
enough. He knows from its testimony that 
goodness and mercy brightened the past, 
goodness and mercy gladden the present, 
goodness and mercy gild the future. We 
see the Christian soldier on the battle-field, 

d he fears not the advancing legions of 
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the foe, as they move down to the attack ; 
he leans steadily on his staff, his cheek un- 
blanched by terror, his breast untroubled 
by a fear; and as his eye scans the number 
and the power of his foes, he hears a voice, 
‘No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper ;” and he shouts, “I shall be 
more than conqueror through Him that loved 
me, thanks be to God which giveth me the 
victory’ Now, what is it that makes the 
word of God such a supporting staff, such 
a firm and stedfast prop to the Christian ? 
The answer to this question is, it is the pro- 
mises it contains, the exceeding great and 
precious promises. He can say when the 
worldling sinks in deep waters, and gives 
up all in despair, 

“ Mine eyes and my desire 

Are ever with the Lord ; 
I love to plead his promises, 
And rest upon his word.” 

Let us, then, with God’s blessing, consider : 
Ist, What these promises are, that we may 
see whether they are worth having; and, 
2nd, Who they are made to, that we may see 
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whether we have any part or lot in the 
matter. First, then, What are these promises? 
All promises are not valuable. There are 
promises which are worth nothing. The 
promise which the world gives its votaries 
of pleasure and happiness is a cheat—a lie ! 
it is worth nothing. The promise of the 
devil of advantage and impunity in sin, 
“Ye shall not surely die:’”’ ‘All these things 
will I give thee,” is a cheat and a lie !— it is 
worse than worthless. The promises of men, 
even good men,are not always valuable. Bad 
men are false; good men are fickle; but 
these are promises of God, who is neither 
false nor fickle. God, whocannot lie: God, 
who changeth not. ‘“ Hath He said and 
shall He not doit? Hath He spoken and 
shall He not bring it to pass?’’ The pro- 
mises of God are all Yea and Amen; they 
are the promises of the Gop or TRUTH, whose 
truth as well as His mercy endureth for 
ever. They are all so many promissory notes 
on a bank which can never fail—not one of 
which can ever be dishonoured. 
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“‘ Engrav’d as in eternal brass, 
The mighty promise shines; 
Nor can the powers of darkness rase 
Those everlasting lines. 


Yes: ev’ry word of grace is strong 
As that which built the skies; 

The voice that rolls the stars along, 
Speaks all the promises.” 


I wish each of my readers to taste all the 
sweetness of this precious truth; to see the 
stability and the firmness of all God’s pro- 
mises. God’s promises, we are apt to think, 
are uncertain things, which God may keep 
or not, as He feels inclined; but the fact is 
that there is no uncertainty at all about 
them—they are all certain; there is no re- 
fusal—they are all Yea and AMEN. God has 
left Himself no option, so to speak, in the 
matter. He has beforehand pledged Him- 
self to answer yes to everyone. God’s pro- 
mises are, virtually, obligations which He im- 
poses upon Himself. If He says, I will do 
this or that for thee, He must do it, for His 
own name’s sake. His justice is pledged, 
His truth is pledged. He must fulfil every 
promise He has made. If He promises 
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Elijah that He will feed him by means of 
ravens, He puts Himself under an obligation 
to do it, and He would cease to be the God 
of truth if He did not do it. If He promises 
to feed the thousands of Israel with flesh in 
the wilderness, He must do it, and accord- 
ingly the quails are sent. If He promises 
Abraham a son in his old age, He must 
give him a son, and accordingly, in spite of 
Sarah’s unbelief, Isaacis born. If we have 
confidence in an earthly friend who has never 
yet deceived us, what confidence ought we 
to repose in that heavenly Friend who not 
only never has, but never can deceive or dis- 

appoint us? The believer ought to live upon 
the promises of God. He ought to have no 
more doubt of their exact fulfilment than he 
has of his own existence, or the existence of 
his God. Now, let us examine and see what 
are the promises which the Divine Friend of 
the believer has made him. Are they few? 
are they scanty? are they poor and meagre ? 
Far from it. They are exceedingly great: 
they are exceedingly many. They are as 
many as the believer’s wants: they are as 
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great as the God who makes them. They 
are enough for the believer, for they leave 
no want unsupplied, no danger unprovided 
for. They are worthy of God, for they are 
unclogged by conditions, without money 
and without price, and they are unlimited 
in extent. That Divine Friend has pro- 
mised the believer, ‘‘ I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” If he had no 
other promise but that, is it not as broad as 
his wants, and as lasting as his existence? 
If he has God, what more does he want? 
But the promises of God go into minute de- 
tails ; they comprehend all manner of bless- 
ings ; they are applied to all the varied con- 
ditions of life. They are like a medicine 
chest, in which there is a remedy for every 
disease, a cure for every malady. In what- 
ever state and circumstances the Christian 
is placed, he will finda promise suited to his 
case ; for “ godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come.” Is the 
believer, for instance, in need ?—the word of 
God extends to him promises of food and 
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raiment, ‘Therefore, take nothought, saying, 
What shall we eat, or what shall we drink ? 
or wherewithal shall we be clothed (for after 
all these things do the Gentiles seek), for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Is the believer trembling and fearful, and 
exposed to danger? Here are promises of 
safety and protection—“The Lord shall 
preserve thee from all evil, He shall pre- 
serve thy soul:” “ Fear thou not, for I am 
with thee: Be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God: When thou passest through the waters 
I will be with thee, and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee: when thou 
walkest through the fire thou shalt not be 
burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee: For I am the Lord thy God, the holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour.” 

Does the believer stand in doubt—is his 
path difficult ? Here are promises of guidance 
and direction—‘ In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths :”’ 
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‘‘T will instruct thee and teach thee in the 
way which thou shalt go; I will guide thee 
with mine eye.” “ And thine ears shall 
hear a voice behind thee, saying, This 1s 
the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left.” 
‘If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.” 

Is the believer removing to a strange 
place, and full of doubts as to his happiness 
in that strange land, he has the promise, 
‘‘Be strong and of good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the 
Lord thy God ts with thee whithersoever 
‘thou goest.”” ‘The Lord shall guide thee 
continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, 
and make fat thy bones, and thou shalt 
be like a watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not.’’ 

Is the believer persecuted and distressed? 
Here are sweet promises of safe refuge and 
sure deliverance. ‘The Lord will be a 
refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times 
_of trouble.”’ ‘‘ He shall deliver thee in si 
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troubles, yea, in seven there shall no evil 
touch thee.” And when the believer is 
pining in sickness, or declining in years, what 
rich promises are supplied to sustain him. 
“The Lord will strengthen him upon the 
bed of languishing ; Thou wilt make all his 
bed in his sickness.”” “ And even to your 
old age I am He, and even to hoar hairs 
I will carry you; I have made, and I will 
bear; even I will carry, and will dehver you.” 

Is the believer poor and friendless? Here 
are promises to the poor, the fatherlese, 
and the widow. “The needy shall not 
always be forgotten; the expectation of the 
poor shall not perish for ever.” ‘ He shall 
deliver the needy when he crieth, the poor 
also, and him that hath no helper.” “A 
Father of the fatherless, and a Judge of 
the widows, is God in His holy habitation.”” 
‘Leave thy fatherless children, I will pre- 
serve them alive, and let thy widows trust 
in me.” 

Does the believer, again, mourn over sin, 
and yearn after purity of heart? Here 
are promises of pardon and sanctification. 
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«Come, now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord; though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” The blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth from all sin.” “I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean; from all your filthiness and from 
all your idols will I cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a right spirit 
will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh.” 

Is the believer sometimes afraid that his 
prayers are not heard? Here are promises 
of most gracious answers. ‘‘ Call upon me 
in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me.” ‘ Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.’’ 
“Tf ye shall ask anything in my name, J 
will do it.”’ “ And it shall come to pass, 
that before they call I will answer, and while 
they are yet speaking, I willhear.” ‘Isaid 
not. unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in 
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vain.” ‘* They shall call on my name, and 
{ will hear them ; I will say, it is my people, 
and they shall say, the Lord is my God.” 

Is the believer exposed to temptations 7 
Here are promises of grace to overcome them 
all. ‘God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able, 
but will with the temptation also make a way 
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations.” ‘The God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly.” ‘Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you,” ‘The Lord ig faithful, 
who will gtablish you, and keep you from 
evil,’? 

Does the believer look anxiously forward 
to the future? Here are promises of the 
presence and favour of His God to the end 
of time, and of certain glory and blessed- 
ness beyond the grave, ‘ Zion saith, The 
Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath 
forgotten me. Can a woman forget her 
sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, 
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they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
of my hands.” ‘“ Fear not, little flock, for 
it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom.” ‘‘ Fear none of those 
things which thou shalt suffer; be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of hfe.” 

Ig a child of God entering the ministry, 
and taking upon himself the awful respon- 
sibility of an ambassador of Christ? Does 
he feel his feebleness, and exclaim, who is 
sufficient for these things? Here are pro- 
mises exactly suited to his case. ‘‘ My grace 
is sufficient for thee, my strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Lo, I am with you 
always,” So that he can boldly exclaim, “ I 
can do all things through Christ, which 
strengtheneth me: for my sufficiency is of 
God, my help is in the name of the Lord 
which made heaven and earth.” Is he fearful 
at times that his labour will prove in vain, 
and his strength be spent for nought? 
Here are promises which assure him that in 
due season he shall reap if he faint not, 
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that God’s word shall not return unto Him 
void, that he shall bring his ripe sheaves 
with him in the great harvest day, and that 
sooner shall God's faithfulness fail than his 
labour prove in vain in the Lord. 

Here, then, we see what a treasury of pro- 
mises God’s faithful word is—what a mine 
of wealth to the Christian—what a full and 
rich abundance of blessedness God, who 
cannot lie, has pledged Himself to bestow. 

2nd. We have to consider now to whom 
these promises are made. They are made 
to Christ, and to those who are one with 
Christ. Yes, to Christ, and Christ’s peo- 
ple, and to no one else. What does the 
text say: “The promises of God are all yea 
and amen in Christ’’—the man who is in 
Christ has them all—the man who is out of 
Christ has none, no, not one, not the least. 
Ungodly men have no right to appropriate 
any one of God’s promises; they have no 
part or lot in the matter. They have never 
been made new creatures in Christ, and 
until they have, no promise is theirs. They 
may go and plead them on their knees in 
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their own name, at God’s throne; but as 
long as they are out of Christ, the only 
answer they will get will be, Depart from 
me, I never knew you. God can know no 
sinner out of Christ. Seek then an interest 
in Christ—seek to be one with Christ by a 
living faith, and all these exceeding great 
and precious promises will be yours. Where 
God gives one, He gives all; where He 
withholds one, He withholds all. You 
cannot have one without having all; you 
cannot want one without wanting all. 

My dear reader, you who are in covenant 
with God, and know Him as your reconciled 
God and Father in Christ, see what your 
portion is—behold, how rich you are. All 
these promises are yours, and yours for 
ever. You may appropriate every promise, 
and going boldly to the throne of grace 
shall be sure to obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in every time of need. Do you ex- 
claim, What right have I to appropriate 
such great promises ? how can such a 
wretched sinner as I expect that God will 
do such great things for me? I answer 
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you have every right—as much right as 
Abraham, or Paul, or John, or the holiest 
saint that ever lived; and you ought to ex- 
pect the fulfilment as confidently. Your 
right is in Christ—nowhere else; and the 
right of St. Paul and St. John was in 
Christ—nowhere else. Every promise con- 
tained in Scripture is centred and treasured 
up in the Lord Jesus. We have no right 
to claim the fulfilment of any one of them; 
but Christ has a full right and title to 
claim the performance of them all. The 
blessedness of the Gospel message is that 
Christ has made Himself one with His 
people. He takes all their sins, and gives 
them in exchange all His merits. Christ 
brings before His people, in the Gospel, all 
His unsearchable riches, and freely offers 
to their use all that He possesses. He 
calls upon us to make use of His claims, 
and to enjoy the benefit of His privileges. 
What is His by right, becomes ours by 
grace. All the promises of God are made 
to Christ, and they become ours in Him. 


In ourselves we are bankrupt ; but in Christ 
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we are infinitely rich. It hath pleased the 
Father that in Christ should all fulness 


dwell. He-is the head—the husband of 
His people; and it is simply and solely 
from their union with Him that they have 
any claim upon God. It is of great im- 
portance that we fully understand and con- 
tinually bear in mind that we have no 
standing before God in ourselves: our 
standing before God is only in the surety- 
ship of our precious Saviour, the Lord 


Jesus Christ. Christ Jesus is our appointed 
‘Surety; and He has given us full warrant 
and. liberty to use all His rights and_privi- 
leges as if they were our own. He bends 


down from heaven, and with an encourag- 
ing voice says, “‘ Ask in my name—pray in 
my name—hitherto have ye asked nothing 
in my SE eg: and receive, that your joy 
may be fi “Verily, verily, I say unto 
Or -Wintveveryeruinati-nske=tine= inthe 
my name, He will give it you.” 

Such, believing reader, are your exceed- 
ing great and precious privileges as one 
with Christ. And even unconverted men 
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need not sink in despair. They also may 
obtain an interest in these blessed promises. 
The Ark of salvation is not closed against 
them. Christ’s arms are open, and He in- 
vites them with words of melting love: 
‘“Come unto me!”’ He still assures them, 
“‘Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wise cast out.” If they go to Him on the 
strength of this promise, they shall have 
treasure in heaven, and a key to unlock all 
its wealth — going is the only condition ; 
“for there 1s no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek; for the same Lord 
over all ts rich unto all that call upon Him. 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.’’ 





THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES 
OF CHRIST. 


“ Join all the glorious names 

Of wisdom, love, and power, 

That ever mortals knew, 

That angels ever bore: 
All are too mean to speak His worth, 
Too mean to set my Saviour forth.” 


Waar do the wisest pupils, the rrpest scho- 
lars in God’s school, know of “ The un- 
searchable riches of Christ ?”? Any writer 
must tremble when he begins to wnte on 
such a subject as this. Tremble, because 
he must feel that he knows nothing about 
it. He cannot scale its heights, he cannot 
fathom its depths. The httle he knows 
about it is less than a sand-grain compared 
with this rolling world. Put the pen in an 
angel’s hand, and it vastly surpasses his 
powers. Hven he cannot soar so high, or 
find out the Almighty Saviour to perfec- 
tion. ‘To endeavour to explain it is a task 
P 


158 THE UNSEARCHABLE 


so infinitely beyond the powers of man or 
seraph, that a poor crawling worm could as 
easily take the dimensions of the stars, or 
measure the boundaries of God’s creation. 
When such a text meets us in God’s word, 
we are like a person travelling, who comes 
to an ocean of which he can neither see the 
bottom nor the shore. If we could answer 
the question, where will Eternity end? or 
if by straining our eye we could measure 
the limits of boundless space, then might 
we hope to measure the riches of Christ— 
but not before. Are we, then, to make no 
attempt to compute their value, because 
they exceed the calculations of human 
arithmetic? Are we to care nothing about 
them, because we cannot fully estimate 
their extent and worth? God forbid—no, 
let us rather strain our powers to the ut- 
most to grasp their fulness; and in s0 
doing, we shall find our powers expand and 
our souls enriched, elevated, and ennobled, 
in striving to stretch themselves out to 
mirror the boundless riches of our God. 

Tt is a remarkable fact, mentioned by 
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many preachers and writers, that the more 
the soul pants after God, and stretches her- 
self to catch the beams of His glory, the 
more does she expand and dilate, till she 
becomes filled with all the fulness of God. 
It does not weaken her to attempt a task 
so much beyond her powers, but the oftener 
she comes in contact with what is infinite, 
the more is she strengthened and enlarged. 
We might have thought that the powers 
of the soul would have been completely 
crushed and overwhelmed by looking at 
Jehovah’s greatness; for we read, ‘ There 
shall no man see my face, and live;” but 
the glory of the Godhead is mellowed down 
and softened, so to speak, in the face of 
Jesus Christ; so that we behold in Him the 
brightness of the Father’s glory, without 
its intensity, and the express image of His 
person, without its overpowering awfulness. 
Whilst we might very fairly have drawn 
back from trying to explore the riches of 
the Godhead in its own stern solitude of 
grandeur, we have everything to encourage 
us to explore those unsearchable riches 
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when contained in the casket of the Re- 
deemer’s humanity. We may compare the 
attributes of Jehovah to jewels of an intense 
and dazzling brightness, on which our eye 
cannot look, they are so overpoweringly 
brilliant ; but when these jewels are set and 
presented to our view in the person of 
Emmanuel (God with us), then, we can 
look on them with pleasure, and examine 
their excellency without dread. The frame 
in which they are set or enshrined, while it 
adds to their beauty, and exhibits them all 
to the best advantage, tempers their splen- 
dours, and prevents them from crushing 
our powers. The unsearchable riches we 
have now to consider, are not, however, 
so much the riches of God as God, but the 
riches of the Mediator, the God-man, Christ. 

Dear reader, lift up your heart in prayer 
for the help of the Holy Spirit, whose ex- 
press office it is to take of the things of 
Christ and show them to us. 

Consider, in the first place, tn what es 
Christ rich? and secondly, what are the 
proofs of his riches? 
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In the first place, in what is Christ rich ? 
He is rich in wisdom. ‘In him,” says the 
Scripture, “are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.” Do you ask what 
proof He has given us of this? Look 
around you upon the world in which we 
dwell; gaze upon the glory of its streams 
and the grandeur of its forests, the rich 
luxuriance of its vales and the towering 
summits of its lofty hills; look at the ena- 
melled loveliness of its flowers, and the ex- 
quisite mechanism of every living thing that 
tenants the earth, the water, or the air. Is 
there no proof of wisdom here? Christ 
made them all—for without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 


“ There’s not atint that paints the rose, 

Or decks the lily fair, 

Or streaks the humblest flower that blows, 
But God hath placed it there. 

There’s not of grass a single blade, 
Or leaf of loveliest green, 

Where heavenly skill is not display’d, 
And heavenly wisdom seen. 

There’s not a star whose twinkling light 
Shines on the distant earth, 

And cheers the silent gloom of night, 
But heaven gave it birth. 
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There’s not a place on earth’s vast round, 


In ocean’s deep, or air, 


Where skill and wisdom are not found, 


For God is everywhere. 


Around, beneath, below, above, 


Wherever space extends, 


There God displays his boundless love, 


And power with mercy blends.”’ 


Lookabroad upon the heavens, and measure 
the distance of the stars, and tell, if you can, 
their number and their names, and of what 
they consist, and for what they were launched 
into being ? Christ made them all, planned 
their various orbits, directed all their move- 
ments, and placed them each in his proper 
place. ‘By His wisdom he made the worlds.”’ 


“ Ere God had built the mountains, 


Or rais'd the fruitful hills; 
Before He fill'd the fountains 
That feed the running rills ; 
In Me, from everlasting, 
The wonderful I au 
Found pleasures never wasting, 
And Wisdom is my name. 
When, like a tent to dwell in, 
He spread the skies abroad, 
And swath’d about the swelling 
Of ocean’s mighty flood, 
He wrought by weight and measure ; 
And I was with Him then : 
Myself the Father's pleasure, 
And mine, the sons of men.” - 
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Thus Wisdom’s words discover - 
Thy glory and Thy grace, 

Thou everlasting Lover 
Of our unworthy race ! 

Thy gracious eye survey’d us 
Ere stars were seen above ; 

In wisdom Thou hast made us, 
And died for us in love. 


And couldst Thou be delighted 
With creatures such as we, 
Who, when we saw Thee, slighted, 
And nail’d Thee to a tree ? 
Unfathomable wonder, 
And mystery divine ! 
The voice that speaks in thunder 
Says, ‘‘ Sinner, I am thine!” 


Look again at the wisdom displayed in the 
kingdom of providence. The crown of that 
wonderful kingdom rests on the brow of 
Christ. Look still further at the kingdom 
of grace. Christ again wears the diadem, 
and fills the throne of that kngdom. The 
government of His Church is upon His 
shoulders, He is its great and ever-living 
Head, and in dispensing the gifts of His grace 
abounds towards us all in all wisdom and 
prudence. Wellmay the Psalmist exclaim, 
‘ His wisdom is unsearchable.” Well m 
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the Apostle cry out, as he contemplates the 
dealings of Christ in the kingdom of His 
grace: “ Oh the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out.’”’ Now, my dear 
reader, just ask yourself one question. Can 
you trust this wisdom to manage your little 
concerns? Oh, have we not much cause 
to blush with shame at our folly, when we 
distrust the riches of our Saviour’s wisdom, 
and foolishly fancy that the hand which 
guides ten thousand planets, and wields the 
sceptre of providence and of grace, is unable 
rightly to guide our puny affairs, and will 
fail to lead us by the right way to our eternal 
home. 

But He is rich also in power. Do you 
ask what are the limits of Christ’s power ? 
He has ali power in heaven and in earth. 
His power is Omnipotence. He formed 
the universe, with all its costly furniture 
and rich variety of beauty. Well, but 
surely so wonderful a creation must have 
cost Him an immensity of time and labour 
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and trouble. No— He spake, and it 
was done; He commanded, and it stood 
fast.’ His power is infinite. Now, my 
dear reader, ask yourself again, Can you 
trust this power? ‘There is such a strange 
inconsistency in us, that while we can talk 
fluently enough about this power of our 
Saviour, yet, when trials and difficulties 
come in our way, we cannot trust that power 
which has supported the pillars of heaven 
and earth for centuries, to support us poor 
worms of the earth under “ our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment.” 

Christ is rich also in mercy. Do yon 
sometimes doubt that Christ is rich in 
mercy? Go in spirit to Calvary, behold 
Him there on the accursed cross, standing 
between you and everlasting ruin, pouring 
out His precious blood, groaning, dying, for 
you—then look at Him as He enters the 
holiest of all, a lamb as it had been slain, 
and becomes a merciful High-priest, plead- 
ing the eternal merits of His blood for you. 
What is the throne He occupies there but a 
mercy seat? Are you often trembling, 
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doubting, longing for salvation, and crying 
for mercy, but afraid there is not mercy 
enough for you? Oh look at what Christ has 
done for poor sinners already. He washed a 
Manasseh from his crimson guilt in His pre- 
cious blood. He pardoned David’s horrible 
‘ wickedness. He had mercy on the dying 
thief; on the men who murdered Him; and 
on the persecuting Saul of Tarsus. And 
what did your Saviour mean to teach you by 
these wondrous acts of mercy? Simply to 
trust Him for His mercy in your own case. 
Hear what Saint Paul says:— This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” ‘For 
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Christ Jesus might shew forth all long-suf- 
fering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting.” 
Search through the Bible, and point out, if 
you can, @ single case in which a poor trem- 
pling sinner applied to Christ for mercy, 
and did not find Him ready to forgive and 
waiting to be gracious. If you only go to 
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him with the prayer of the publican, “God 
be merciful to me, a sinner,” you will most 
assuredly find that the Lord is “ plenteous 
in mercy ;”” and that to Him, indeed, “ be- 
longeth mercy and forgiveness of sins.”’ Per- 
haps you will say, your sins are so aggra- 
vated and many, you are so great a sinner, 
you dare not trust the riches of His mercy. 
And for what, let me ask, but for great sins 
did Jesus die? For whom, but for great and 
wicked sinners did so great and glorious a 
Saviour come into the world? Oh, do not 
talk of your sins, but- go and plunge your 
soul into that fathomless ocean, the mercy 
of God in Christ Jesus. He loved you when 
you were His enemy; will He love you less 
now that you repent of your wickedness and 
long for the sweet smile of His reconciled 
face? When the greatness of your sins 
comes into your mind, then think of the 
riches of the mercy of Christ. Then, indeed, 
will you find a new song put into your 
mouth, a song of praise and thanksgiving 
to your God, and as you take your harp 
down from the willows and sweep its long 
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neglected strings, you will sing one of the 
songs of Zion, though yet in a strange land ; 
and the burden of that song will be, “O 
give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
for his mercy endureth for ever. Who re- 
membered us in our low estate, for his mercy 
endureth for ever. And hath redeemed us 
from our enemies, for his mercy endureth 
for ever. And hath washed us from our sins 
in His own blood, for His mency ENDURETH 
FOR EVER.” 

He is rich also in glory. And here, again, 
what can any author write? What could 
any angel say? I have not written as I 
ought of His other riches, and how shall I 
write of this? What I have written before 
has been but like the feeble notions of a babe 
and the imperfect lispings of a child, and 
how then can I describe the riches of His 
glory? The glory of Solomon was consi- 
dered great, but a far greater than Solomon 
is here. The glory of the thrones and domi- 
nions in heaven is great, but Jesus has a 
name above every name; God hath highly 
exalted him, far above all principality and 
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power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come. God, 
at His ascension, placed Him on His own 
throne, and crowned Him with glory and 
honour. He made Him the King of Glory. 


“ Our Lord is risen from the dead ; 
Our Jesus has gone up on high ; 
The powers of hell are captive led, 
Dragg’d to the portals of the sky. 
Lo ! his triumphal chariot waits, 
And angels chant the solemn lay; 
Lift up your heads, ye heavenly gates; 
Ye everlasting doors give way. 


Loose all your bars of massy light, 
And wide unfold th’ ethereal scene; 
He claims these mansions as His right; 
Receive the King of Glory in. 


‘Who is the King of Glory, who ?” 

The Lord, that all His foes o’ercame, 
The world, sin, death, and hell o’erthrew; 
And Jesus is the conqu’ror’s name. 


‘Who is the King of Glory, who?’ 
The Lord, of glorious power possess’d, 
The King of saints and angels too, 
GoD OVER ALL, for ever blest.” 
His glory is so surpassingly great that 
the purest seraph veils his face when he be- 
holds it, and neither the tongue of angels 
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nor of men could stammer forth one half of 
its wonders. We can only conceive of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as a glorious Sun, and 
the brightest saints on earth and the sera- 
phic hosts on high as stars reflecting dimly 
the light they receive from Him. A few 
rays of His glory are enough to flood this 
lower world with light, and He has glory 
enough for himself, and enough to make ten 
million worlds glorious and happy for ever. 
O that our eyes may see this King of Glory 
in all his beauty; that we may lift up the 
everlasting doors of our hearts and suffer 
this King of Glory tocomein. Then indeed 
our God shall supply all our need for time 
and eternity, according to His riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus. What better can we wish 
for our friends than that the eyes of their 
understanding being enlightened, they may 
know what is the hope of His calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inheri- 
tance in the saints. What better can we 
wish for them, when we bow our knees unto 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, than 
that He would grant them, according to the 
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riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man ; “ that 
Christ may dwell in their hearts by faith ; 
that they, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height; and to know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that they 
might be filled with all the fulness of God.” 
Oh, that when He shall come again in the 
clouds of heaven in the fulness of His glory, 
we may meet Him with joy, and be made 
partakers of the glory of His everlasting 
kingdom. May He enable you, and all you 
love, dear reader, to say :— 


“ T’ve found the pearl of greatest price, 
My heart doth sing for joy; 
And sing I must, a Christ I have, 
All gold without alloy. 


Christ is a Prophet, Priest, and King, 
A Prophet full of light: 

A Priest who stands ’twixt God and me, 
A King who rules with might. 


This Christ He is the Lord of Lords, 
He is the King of kings, 

He is the Sun of righteousness, 
With healing in his wings. 
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Christ is my meat, Christ is my drink, 
My med'cine and my health, 

My peace, my strength, my joy, my crown, 
My glory, and my wealth. 


Christ is my Saviour and my friend, 
My brother, yet my Lord; 

My head, my hope, my counsellor, 
My advocate with God. 


My Saviour is the heaven of heaven, 
And what shall I Him call ? 

My Christ is first, my Christ is last, 
My Christ is all in all.” 

Let us now consider, in the 2nd place, 
what proofs we have of the riches of Christ. 
We see the amazing extent of his riches 
in the simple thought that He is the heir of 
God. “All things,” He says himself, “are 
delivered unto me of my Father;” and 
again, He says, “ All that the Father hath 
is mine.” John bears a similar testimony 
to His riches when he says, “ All things 
were made by Him, and without Him was 
not anything made that was made.” ‘‘ The 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into His hand.” 

We see a proof of Christ’s riches by the 
debts He paid for us, and the debts He for- 
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gives us. What must be the riches of His 
- atoning blood when it cleanses from all sin | 
‘ Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be white as snow; though they be red hke 
crimson, they shall be as wool.’’ Can any 
one answer the question, how much can 
Christ forgive? Perhaps there are some 
among His forgiven people, who thought 
when they first went to Christ, that their 
sins were too great to be forgiven—but they 
were mistaken. Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound; and though their 
sins were like lofty mountains rearing their 
heads to the skies, the riches of Christ’s 
blood, dissolved, and melted, and dispersed 
them all. Though their sins were a debt 
of ten thousand talents, Christ cancelled 
them all; and if a hundred thousand, or a 
hundred million equally great sinners were 
to go to Him to-day, a thousand million 
more to-morrow, @ million million the day 
after—nay, if ten thousand worlds were to 
come with millions of millions of sinners 
to be pardoned, Christ is rich enough to 
cancel all their sins. 
Q 2 
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We may judge also of the riches of Christ 
from the multitude who continually live 
upon His bounty. He maintains every liy- 
ing thing in heaven and inearth. He is re- 
vealed to us in Scripture as “ upholding all 
things by the word of His power.” The 
archangels cry unto Him and He sustains 
them, and satisfies their lofty intellect and 
capacious mind with spiritual food. The 
ravens also cry unto Him, and He sends 
them their appropriate food. ‘‘ He openeth 
bis hand and satisfieth the desire of every 
living thing.” From the brightest seraph 
in glory to the meanest worm of the earth, 
all are upheld and supported by Him. Oh, 
what, what must be the riches of One who 
can maintain such millions of worlds. We 
may judge also of His riches by the length 
of time during which He has supplied their 
every want. It would be wonderful if He 
did this for a day—a year. He has done it 
for nearly six thousand ‘years, and the Lord 
Jesus is no poorer to-day than He was the 
first day He began to supply the wants of 
His vast creation. He is an eternal, ever- 
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flowing, overflowing fountain of exhaustless 
wealth. We may judge also of His riches 
by what He bestows upon His people here. 
He gives them peace, solid peace, a peace 
which the world can neither give nor take 
away, peace of conscience, a peace of mind 
which no storm of life can ruffle, a peace 
of soul which death itself cannot disturb. 
He comforts every widow, consoles every 
mourner, cheers every heart, dries every 
tear, pours rich streams of consolation into 
every wound. 


* Jesus, all our consolations 
Flow from Thee, the sov’reign good; 
Love, and faith, and hope, and patience, 
All are purchas’d by Thy blood: 


From Thy fulness we receive them ; 
We have nothing of our own; 

Freely Thou delight’st to give them 
To the needy who have none.” 

He gives them eternal life. ‘“ He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath eternal life.” He 
gives them His Holy Spirit to ripen them 
for glory, and be the sweet earnest of their 
promised possession. He raises them up 
from the dunghill to sit with Him in hea- 
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venly places. We may judge of His riches, 
too, by the inheritance He has settled upon 
every believing soul : “an inheritance, incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadethnotaway.” 
We think it a great thing and a wonderful 
proof of wealth, if a man leaves a fine estate 
to each of a dozen children, or if a monarch 
can bequeath a kingdom to each of his sons ; 
but there is not one of His children, not the 
meanest saint, on whom Christ does not 
bestow a crown. What must be His riches 
when He can make millions of us priests 
and kings unto God and His Father ! 

And now, to my unconverted reader, I 
would affectionately put this simple question; 
Will you give yourself to Christ, and take 
Christ for your portion? Will you take and 
receive Christ into your soul this day? Hear 
what the Scripture says: “To as many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to 
become the sons of God.” If you will take 
Christ, you will share with Him all His riches. 
You will be an heir of God—an heir, not in 
any inferior, subordinate sense, but as truly 
and as literally as Christ himself is ; you will 
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be a joint heir with Christ. All that Christ 
purchased He purchased for His believing 
people. God has loaded Christ with trea- 
sures, that He may lay them all out upon 
His people, and enrich them for ever. I 
have brought before you in this chapter, 
feebly, very feebly, I admit, these unsearch- 
able riches, and now, in the name of that 
God who cannot lie, I offer them all to you 
at oe Semecsbdieshiaels 
You are welcome to take them all. The in- 
vitation is, “ Ho! every one that thirsteth.” 
You would not refuse the riches of this 
world; oh! refuse not, I implore you, to 
stretch forth the hand of faith, and secure 
riches that will ennoble you for time and 
eternity. Why, let me ask you, are the un- 
searchable riches of Christ set forth in Scrip- 
ture; why have I been endeavouring to 
spread them out, with my feeble powers, in 
these pages, but just to allure you to come 
and make them your own for ever? And 
oh t if all the riches of Christ do not attract 
you and win you to God, what will? What 
must your heart be but a rock of flint, if it 
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feels no gratitude when you hear that such 
riches are offered you freely? What must 
your soul be but dead indeed, if it feels no 
desire to grasp such unbounded wealth? 
And of you, my dear readers, who are chil- 
dren of the grace of God, let me ask one 
question : How much are you worth to-day? 
You will most of you say, “I am very poor.” 
Yet, if you are a believer, though having 
nothing, you possess all things. You have 
a treasure in heaven, of which no thief can 


rob you. Your treasure will never take to 


jtself wings and fly away. It is durable, 
everlasting riches. The riches of the world 


may be wasted. You might waste a moun- 
tain of gold, and im the course of time, ex- 
pend and disperse it all. You might drain 
the sea in time, though you took out buta 


drop at once; but you cannot exhaust the 


roll round you in rivers of pleasures, and 
when you look down the long vistas of 
eternity, and proceed onwards through ages 


I 
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and ages, and go deeper and deeper into 
these riches, you will still find they are un- 
SEARCHABLE. Live, then, my believing reader, 
live upon your treasures, realize more fully 
your boundless possessions in Christ; .and 
when you have enjoyed them thus for a few 
days here, then mount up and delight in 
your unsearchable riches throughout eter- 
nity. 


THE SABBATH DAY. 


“* Ev’ry thought should be directed 

Heavenward through this hallow’d day; 

Worldly themes should be rejected, 
Themes that draw the soul away: 

Tis the day of sacred rest; 

"Tis the day the Lord has bless’d. 

Oh what glorious themes invite us, 
When we look on mercy’s plan! 

These are themes may well delight us, 
Themes of joy to guilty man; 

Full of sweetness, fall of grace, 

Suited to the sinner’s case. 

Why should we grow weary, thinking 
Of the Saviour’s grace and love? 

From these springs, His people drinking, 
Get a taste of joys above: 

Oh ! ’tis good the Lord to know; 

’Tis our heaven begun below.”’ 


Taz Sabbath is like one of the stately 
pyramids of Egypt, over which centuries 
have rolled, and left it still standimg in 
beauty and strength. The wilderness has 
rolled its clouds of sand against it, to bury 
it from the sight, storms have spent their 
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fury upon it to shatter and disperse it ; but 
it still stands, lifting up its head majestically 
and peacefully to the skies. Thus with the 
Sabbath, infidels have raged against it, and 
endeavoured to blot it out from the calendar 
of time, the world has done its worst to 
bury it in oblivion, and the Prince of the 
power of the air has discharged his fiercest 
artillery against it, and yet it still stands, 
a perpetual memento of God and holiness 
and heaven. It still stands, founded indeed 
on earth, but pointing upwards to heaven, 
a silent but majestic witness for God, and 
furnishing by its weekly return steps like 
those of Jacob’s ladder, by which the soul of 
man can ascend from earth to heaven. Its 
first institution was 6000 years ago, and by 
whom f—Gop. Where ?—in Parapisge. It 
began in Paradise, and it will end in Para- 
dise. It bids us remember our Creator, for 
it was instituted by Him when the work of 
creation was complete. It bids us remember 
our Redeemer, for He changed the day when 
He had completed the.work of Redemption 
and rose triumphantly from the dead. It 
R 
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reminds us of heaven, for the peaceful en- 
joyments and deep tranquillity of heaven are 
brought before us in Scripture as an eternal 
Sabbath. It is one of the richest blessings 
of our God to a guilty world; it is one of 
the sweetest privileges the believer enjoys. 
Our pilgrimage to heaven, through a weary 
and a care-worn world is cheered by its 
oft-returning calm, and our sorrows and 
our gloom love to lose themselves in the 
bright sunshine of its happy courts. But 
it is a gift that is much abused; a pri- 
vilege much despised; a blessing greatly 
undervalued. The worst amongst us pol- 
lute and desecrate its holy hours, and thebest 
amongst us must confess with shame that 
we improve them too little and prize them 
too lightly. We see so much neglect of the 
Sabbath around us; such an amount of. open, 
unblushing desecration of the day, that we 
are apt to think too meanly of its sacred 
sanctions, and forget its Divine obligation. 
It is well, therefore, that we often recall to 
our minds that our future Judge has com- 
manded us to keep holy the Sabbath day. 
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The fourth Commandment is as bindmg 
upon us Christians in the nineteenth cen- 
tury as upon the Jews who first heard it be- 
neath the frowning heights of Sinai. The 
same God who said, “Thou shalt not 
steal,’ “Thou shalt do no murder,”’ said, 
also, ‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy.” 

Our Saviour—God—speaking to us as His 
redeemed and blood-bought children, says, 
“Tf ye love me, keep my commandments.” 
“Ye are my es if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.’’ 

He found fault with the Jews on ‘* trans- 
gressing the commandments of God,” and for 
“making the commandments of God of none 
effect by their tradition.’ And again He 
says, “Whosoever therefore shall break one 
of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men go, he shall be called the least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever 
shall do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Matt. v. 19, 20.) 

Once more He says, “ He that hath my 
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commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him 
and will manifest myself to him.” (John xiv. 
21.) ‘To obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken better than the fat of rams ;” 
and so the Apostle tells us plainly, “ Cir. 
cumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is 
nothing, but the keeping of the command- 
ments of God.” St. John tells us (1 John 
u. 3-4), ‘‘ Hereby we do know that we love 
Him, if we keep His commandments. He 
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
His commandments, ts a liar, and the truth 
is notin him.” And again (1 John ui. 24), 
‘He that keepeth His commandments 
dwelleth in Him and He in him.” And 
the last chapter of the last book in the 
canon of Scripture connects obedience to 
God’s commandments with the enjoyment 
of everlasting life. ‘‘ Blessed are they that 
do His commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of hfe, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city.’ (Reve. 
lation xxu. 14.) 
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Most assuredly, WITHOUT HOLINESS NO MAN 
SHALL SEE THE Lorp; and though our wear- 
ing the yoke of Christ, and being under the 
law to Him, does not add the smallest frac- 
tion to the great price paid for the ransom 
and salvation of our souls, yet, ‘‘in keeping 
His commandments there is great reward.” 
No man ever yet hallowed the Sabbath and 
endeavoured to obey God’s declared wishes 
and commands regarding the observance of 
that day, without reaping a rich reward. 
He who sows sparingly on the Sabbath may 
expect to reap sparingly throughout the 
week, while he who sows plentifully shall 
reap plentifully. 

God showed His abhorrence of Sabbath 
breaking by commanding that the offence 
of gathering sticks on that hallowed day 
should be punished with death. He put 
honour upon the day by sending a double 
measure of manna on the sixth day of the 
week, and none on the seventh, and by this 
most remarkable act taught us that we are 
not to be engaged in gathering or earning 
our bodily food on that sacred day. Does 
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any one say, “ What! may I not keep my 
shop open on the Sabbath when the wants 
of my family require it? Can a God of 
mercy wish me to see my children starve ? 
My customers would all leave me if I closed 
my shop, and go to others who keep theirs 
open. Must I lose my customers and see 
my household starved?” Better to starve 
in this world than burn in hell. Did you 
ever read the account of the temptation of 
Jesus? What is His example in these cir- 
cumstances? Better to lose all your cus- 
tomers than lose the favour of your God. 
But you will not starve. God has said it, 
and He cannot lie, “ They that honour me I 
will honour ;”? and if you honour God by 
reverencing His Sabbaths, depend upon it 
He will not suffer either you or your children 
to starve. What does one say who had 
great experience in God’s dealings with 
men? “I have been young and now am 
old, yet never saw I the righteous forsaken 
or his seed begging bread.’? But perhaps 
some one may imagine that the Sabbath is 
not binding upon Christians—that it passed 
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away with the sacrifices and ceremonies of 
the Jewish law. Why then, let me ask; 
does Christ Himself give us directions about 
the Sabbath ? If Christ’s followers, because 
they are Christians, have nothing to do with 
the Sabbath, why did Christ, in the 12th 
chapter of Matthew, give them laws re- 
specting it? That He legislated about the 
Sabbath is a convincing proof that He re- 
quired His followers to keep holy and ob- 
serve the Sabbath. In that chapter He 
does not give rules which would never be 
wanted, but evidently settles a poimt which 
it is important for His Church to have de- 
cided. He lays down a principle which 
would be of use to His disciples to the end 
of time, and thus clearly proves that the 
Sabbath is not abrogated. He says Himself, 
“the Sabbath was made for man ;’’ not for 
the Jews, but for man. As long as man 
exists in this world the Sabbath is his. 
Christ also emphatically proved His wish 
that each seventh day should be kept holy, 
by appearing at intervals of seven days to 
His assembled disciples, and that day * 
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one on which He rose from the tomb. And 
what was His salutation when He appeared 
in the midst of His worshipping disciples ? 
“Peace!” Could He more significantly 
have shown that on the first day of the 
week His presence may be confidently ex- 
pected amongst the assemblies of His saints, 
and that peace—a heavenly, holy peace, 
which the world, with its six days of care 
and toil, could not impart—would be shed 
down upon them from His Father’s throne ? 
Could He have more sweetly and plainly 
taught us that, in our Sabbath day services 
we might experience the richest and amplest 
fulfilment of that gracious promise, ‘Where 
two or three are met together in my name 
there am I in the midst of them?” Does 
any one still doubt? Does any one still say, 
‘‘T live not under the Jewish dispensation, 
but under the dispensation of the Spirit ?” 
You live under the dispensation of the 
Spirit! Very good; and let me ask you 
what day did the Holy Spirit select as the 
hallowed day on which His Divine influences 
should descend in copious outpourings on 
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His expectant Church? The first day of 
the week; the day hallowed by the comple- 
tion of Christ’s work of redemption; the 
day hallowed by Christ’s repeated visits to 
His little flock; the day on which all the 
disciples met together for purposes of special 
devotion. Could the Holy Spirit, under 
whose dispensation you say you live, have 
given you a more powerful proof of the 
value of the Sabbath, the benefit of keeping 
it holy, the sin and the folly of neglecting 
its observance? Could the Holy Spint 
more plainly have stamped that day with 
the signet of His approval? Could He 
have more clearly intimated that on that day 
His dove-like influences, with a peaceful 
calm, should be shed forth upon His Church, 
and that that was the day He chose specially 
to honour as a day when the olive branch of 
peace should be held out to a guilty world, 
and sinners be brought home to God? 
Watching over our spirits with godly jea- 
lousy, and looking up prayerfully and 
hopefully for the Holy Spirit’s grace, we may 
well begin every Sabbath sayng— 
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“ Great God, this sacred day of Thine 
Demands the soul’s collected powers ; 
May we employ in work divine 
These solemn, consecrated hours. 
Oh may our souls, adoring, own 
The grace that calls us to Thy throne. 
All-seeing God ! before Thine eye 
Our secret thoughts and sins appear ; 
With trembling awe may we draw nigh 
And keep our hearts with holy fear, 
And while their wayward course we see, 
Look up for grace and strength to Thee. 
Thy Spirit’s powerful aid impart, 
Oh may Thy word with life divine, 
Engage the ear and warm the heart, 
Then shall the day indeed be Thine : 
Then shall our souls, adoring, own 
The grace that calls us to Thy throne.” 


But are there no works to be performed 
on the Sabbath? There are—and the 12th 
of Matthew brings them very beautifully and 
plainly before us. ‘At that time Jesus went 
on the Sabbath day through the corn; and 
his disciples were an hungered, and began 
to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. But 
when the Pharisees saw it they said unto him, 
Behold, thy disciples do that which is not 
lawful to do upon the Sabbath day. But he 
said unto them, Have ye not read what David 
did when he was an hungered, and they that 
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were with him; how he entered into the 
house of God, and did eat the shew-bread, 
which was not lawful for him to eat, neither 
for them which were with him, but only for 
the priests? Or, have ye not read in the 
law, how that on the sabbath days the priests 
in the temple profane the sabbath, and are 
blameless? But I say unto you, that in this 
place is one greater than the temple. _ But 
if ye had known what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not 
have condemned the guiltless. For the Son 
of man is Lord even of the Sabbath-day. 
And, when He was departed thence, He 
went into their synagogue: and, behold, 
there was a man which had his hand 
withered : and they asked him, saying, Is it 
lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that 
they might accuse him. And he said unto 
them, What man shall there be among you 
that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into 
a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold 
on it, and hft it out? How much then isa 
man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is 
lawful to do well on the sabbath days. Then 
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saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. 
And he stretched it forth; and it was 
restored whole, like as the other.’’? Christ, 
our great lawgiver, here informs us authori- 
tatively what these works are. They are 
works of necessity and worksof mercy. Let 
us consider them as theycome. First, Works 
of necessity. The disciples were passing in 
company with our Lord through the corn, 
and being hungry, plucked the ears of corn 
to satisfy their hunger. This was lawfal— 
it was permitted by express sanction of the 
law. “ When thou comest into the standing 
corn of thy neighbour, then thou mayest 
pluck the ears with thine hand; but thou 
shalt not move a sickle unto thy neighbour’s 
standing corn.” (Deut. xxiii. 25.) Let no 
one imagine that they find in this walk of 
the disciples a sanction for taking mere tdle 
walks on the Lord’s day. This was no idle 
walk. The 9th verse tells us that they were. 
going to the synagogue, to the public service 
of God. Do you ask under what circum- 
stances then are walks lawful on the Sab- 
bath? I answer, much depends upon the 
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motive. If undertaken for mere pleasure 
they are unlawful—if for health, they are 
lawful, but even then, in all but extreme 
cases, it is well to avoid the very appearance 
of evil, and take care in all your walks you 
have what these disciples had, the presence 
of Jesus with you. Lawful, however, as 
was the walk, and lawful as was the act of 
plucking the ears of corn, the Pharisees 
found fault. But with what? Not with 
either one or the other in itself, but because 
the latter was done on the Sabbath day. 
‘‘ Behold,” said they, ‘“‘thy disciples do 
that which is not lawful to do upon the 
Sabbath day.”’ ‘These men were enemies of 
God and of his Son, and yet they could talk 
about what was lawful, or not lawful—and 
thus do many who are enemies of Christ now 
often accuse His disciples falsely, and quote 
Scripture inappropriately against them. 
Many profess a great zeal for God’s law 
when broken by others, who take no pains to 
keep it themselves. Christ answers for his 
disciples, and vindicates their conduct—and 
good is it for us, when our conduct is 
8 
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such that Christ can answer for us. Observe 
how He answers the Pharisees. ‘‘ Have ye 
not read?’ He answers and corrects their 
error by an appeal to Scripture. As if He had 
said, “‘How is it that you read the Scriptures 
so carelessly, and remember them so little ? 
How is it that you hear Scripture read, with- 
out understanding and applying it? Have 
ye not read, do ye not remember that you 
have often heard what David did when he 
was hungry—he eat the shew-bread, and 
that was unlawful, it was strictly prohi- 
bited. Was hewrong? You know in your 
own hearts that you do not thmk him 
wrong, you never thought him wrong— 
and why? because the necessity of hunger 
justified him—the necessity of hunger 
equally justifies my disciples. Apply the 
same rule to my disciples that you apply to 
David, and you will see that you are wrong 
in accusing them.”? How applicable, how 
appropriate was this appeal to Scripture. 
Who ever quoted Scripture so readily, so 
aptly, as our blessed Lord! But observe, 
it was not David’s rank, as a king’s son, 
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that justified him in doing what was cere- 
monially unlawful—it was necessity. When 
Uzziah thrust himself unlawfully forward to 
perform the functions of a priest, he was 
punished, thougha king. Why? Because 
there was no necessity for his unlawful act— 
the priests of the Lord were there attending 
to the service of the sanctuary, and it was 
pride and not necessity that prompted the 
king to transgress. 

But, the Pharisees might answer, David’s 
was an extraordinary case that only hap- 
pened once, and it is scarcely fair to bring 
that one case forward to prove anything. 
Well, Christ seems to say, I will refer you to 
a case that occurs every Sabbath. Look at 
the priests. Do you observe how they carry 
on their work in the sanctuary on the Sab- 
bath. They slay, they wash, they offer the 
sacrifices, they attend tothe lamps, the altars, 
the wardrobes of the Temple, andyetyou hold 
them blameless; and you are nght, they are 
blameless,though by thus acting they may be 
said to profane the Sabbath. Observe that 
that same Saviour, who was consumed with 
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zeal for his Father’s house, here declares that 
it is lawful to attend to the work necessary 
for the services of the sanctuary. That 
same Jesus who indignantly scourged out 
the buyers and sellers from the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the money-changers, 
declares that the priests were right in work- 
ing inthe Temple on the Sabbath day. The 
Temple service required it, and it would have 
been wrong to have said to them ‘ abstain 
from your daily occupations.’ We thus have 
the authority of Christ for saying that it is 
lawful to be employed about the House of 
God on the Sabbath day in any work really 
required for the decency or efficiency of the 
worship of God. It is right to be a pew- 
opener, a doorkeeper, an organist, or even a 
ringer of the bell that: summons worshippers 
to the sanctuary. Christ follows up and 
strengthens his argument by three state- 
ments. Ist. ‘‘ In this place is one greater 
than the Temple.” You think so highly 
of the Temple service, and reverence the 
Temple so devoutly, that you think the ser- 
vants of the Temple are justified in pro- 
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faning the Sabbath rather than allow the 
Temple services to be omitted. | am greater 
than the Temple. Why then will you not 
allow my servants to profane the Sabbath 
when they do it in my service ? The Temple 
had indeed the visible presence of God 
within its walls, but in Mz dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily. The walls 
of the Temple were now and then filled with 
the glory of God, but I am the brightness 
of the Father’s glory and the express image 
of His person. If the lamps of the Temple 
must be fed with oil on the Sabbath day, 
how much more must the bodies of my ser- 
vants be fed with food. If it is no sm to 
slay a bullock on the Sabbath day to satisfy 
the conscience of s worshipper, why should 
it be thought a sin to pluck a few ears of 
corn to satisfy the cravings of hunger ? 2nd. 
“ God will have mercy and not sacrifice.” 
If ye had known this ye would not have 
condemned the guiltless. If you had borne 
in mind and understood the merciful cha- 
racter of God, you would not have thus re- 
presented Him as a lynx-eyed tyrant watch- 
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ing eagerly to catch a sinner transgressing, 
and hke a quibbling lawyer trying to convict 
& man of breaking the letter when he has 
not broken the spirit of the law. God is no 
bloodthirsty tyrant; no vindictive fury, 
eager to take vengeance, and ruling with a 
rod of scorpions. He is a God delighting 
In mercy, and if you possessed the same 
merciful disposition you would not have 
condemned the guiltless. Is it not our 
want of a merciful Godlike disposition that 
makes us often so censorious, so eager to 
detect the mote in our brother's eye? We 
may be right sometimes, for the world is 
full of sin and the Church has a hard struggle 
with her remaining corruptions, but often we 
are wrong, and condemn the guiltless. May 
the God of love give us more of that most 
excellent gift of Charity, that ¢hinketh no 
evil. We learn from this also that some 
things which are wrong under some circum- 
stances may be lawful under peculiar cir- 
cumstances. It is wrong for Christians to 
forsake the assembling of themselves to- 
gether; but who would be uncharitable 
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enough to upbraid a sick Christian for not 
going to Church? Who would blame the 
physician who should prescribe for him on 
the Sabbath ? who would blame the apothe- 
cary who should prepare his drugs? 

8. “The Son of man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath day.’ I have power to change it. 
I am the same God who instituted it in 
Paradise ; the same Lord that proclaimed it 
amidst the thunders of Sinai, and I have a 
right to command or permit my servants to 
do what I please on that day. It owes all 
its sacredness to me, and I have a night to 
permit and I do permit works of necessity 
to be done within its hallowed hours; es- 
pecially works necessary to my service. 


“ In holy duties let the day 
In holy pleasures pass away; 
How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend, 
In hope of one that ne’er shall end.” 


II. The second class of works lawful to 
be attended to on the Sabbath day are works 
of mercy. These are brought before us in 
the healing of the man with the withered 
hand. It is perhaps worthy of remark that 
we have examples set us of both a work of 
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necessity and a work of mercy in this same 
chapter. But who sets them? Christ’s 
disciples set us the example of a work of 
necessity ; our merciful Saviour himself most 
appropriately sets us the example of per- 
forming a work of mercy. In the syna- 
gogue, where he ought to be, was this 
afflicted man, deprived of the use of his 
hand. The Pharisees ask Christ a question: 
“Ts it lawful to heal on the Sabbath 
days?” A very good thing to be en- 
quiring what was lawful and what not; and 
no one could go with such a question to a 
better teacher than the Being in whom 
dwells all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. But the motive in this instance was 
bad—very bad. They had a spiteful object 
in view; they wished to force from Him an 
answer which they might turn into an accu- 
sation against Him. If He said it was not 
lawful, they would accuse Him of inconsis- 
tency, a8 He had just before been teaching 
that some works were lawful on the Sabbath. 
If He said it was lawful, they would accuse 

‘im of encouraging the breach of the Sab- 
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bath. Tho question was as ignorant as it 
was spiteful. Did any of these men think 
that God was acting contrary to His own 
law in carrying on the great work of Provi- 
. dence on the Sabbath day? Did they ever 
think that God was dishonouring the fourth 
Commandment because on the Sabbath day 
He caused the sun to ripen their harvests, 
and His rain to descend and swell their 
grapes? And why should the great Sun of 
Righteousness be kept from shining forth 
with healing in His beams? Why should 
not He who came to bless the world put forth 
the energy of His power, and scatter His 
blessings on the Sabbath day ? 

Christ, however, answers their question, 
spiteful and foolish as it was; and answers 
it mildly, clearly, and convincmgly. He 
does not say as some modern teachers, there 
is no Sabbath for my followers to keep—it 
is now abrogated and passed away. No, 
He makes them answer themselves from 
their own conduct: and thus prevents their 
accusing Him. If they did accuse Him of 
false teaching, they accused themselves of 
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false practice—for they did good to a beast 
on the Sabbath day, and the question they 
asked was, Is it lawful to do good to a man 
on the Sabbath day? ‘‘What man shall 
there be among you that shall have one 
sheep, and if it fall into the pit on the 
Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and 
lift it out ? How much then isa man better 
than a sheep? Wuererors, it is lawful to 
do well on the Sabbath day.” It is lawful 
to do well on the Sabbath day. So says 
our Great Lawgiver and King. It may be 
wrong to go to the house of feasting ;. but 
it is right to go to the house of mourning 
on the Sabbath: wrong to pay a visit of 
ceremony, but right to pay a visit of mercy, 
to comfort the afflicted, to read the Scrip- 
tures to the ignorant—it 1s wrong to teach 
a school geography, and Latin and Greek ; 
but right to teach a Sunday school class 
the knowledge of Christ and of God. 
Christ then, who did no sin, sets us an 
example in harmony with His precept. And 
by setting this example proves that it is 
not only lawful, but specially well pleasing 
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in His sight to perform such deeds of 
mercy on the Sabbath. He saith to the 
man, “ Stretch forth thine hand. And he 
stretched it forth ; and it was restored whole, 
like as the other.” 

Let me now say a word to the uncon- 
verted and the converted amongst my read- 
ers: Ist, To the unconverted. No man 
knows his weakness till he tries to put forth 
strength, for we are all by nature like the 
man with the withered hand. Our right hand 
is paralysed. Sin has dried up spiritual 
strength. You, my unconverted reader, 
do not know. this, do not feel this. But 
try to put forth your strength—try, and 
you will find that your hand is withered. 
Stretch forth your hand to resist Satan, and 
beat back his assaults; try to break the 
neck of bad habits; try to swim against 
the stream; try to crush and keep under 
your tempers, your passions, your easily be- 
setting sin, and you will soon find that you 
are as powerless and feeble as a child. Oh! 
how helpless is a man destitute of the grace 
of God. Mountains may fly sooner than he 
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can move & step in the ways of God. He 
may make a thousand good resolutions, but 
he will break them as fast as make them. 
What then is to be done? Is his state 
hopeless? God forbid. ‘When we were 
without strength Christ died for us.” Jesus 
has purchased strength for us, and this 
strength is treasured up in Him. His grace 
is sufficient forus. Open your ears, my uncon- 
verted reader, to the voice of Christ, He bids 
you stretch forth your hand. Fix the eye 
of your soul upon Him, believe that what He 
bids you do, He is able also to enable you 
to do, and power shall come with the word, 
and your palsied hand shall stretch out its 
withered palm and receive salvation at His 
hands. You have not yet gone to Christ as 
a beggar, you have scorned to hold out 
your hand, pride has withered it—and the 
consequence is that you have received no- 
thing. It is the hungry soul that He fills 
with good things, while the rich He sends 
empty away. ‘Try to look at Him as the 
Author and Giver of every good thing, and 
then stretch forth your hand, you will suc- 
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ceed, He will put strength into you, you will 
stretch forth your hands in prayer, you will 
stretch forth the hand of faith, and lay hold 
of His finished work, and go on your way 
rejoicing. 

2. To the converted. This man’s withered 
hand was restored on the Sabbath. Jesus 
does the same still. He has already given 
your dead souls newness of life; but do you 
know what it is to find Him still strengthen- 
ing and restoring your withered graces in 
the services of His house? How sadly do 
our graces droop during the week : how the 
wear and tear of the world withers them, 
the hot glare of the week-day sun renders 
necessary the calm retreat and silent shade 
of the Sabbath. Our souls thirst for God 
as a parched wilderness, and after wander- 
ing through a host of earthly cares for six 
days, how refreshing to be brought to the 
wells of salvation, the fountain of living 
waters. 


“ How welcome to the saints, when press’d 
With six days’ noise, and care, and toil, 
Is the returning day of rest, 
Which hides them from the world awhile! 


ee 
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Now, from the throng withdrawn away, 
They seem to breathe a diffrent air; 
Compoe’d and soften’d by the day, 

AJl things another aspect wear.” 

And does not our good Shepherd do this 
for us? Does He not restore our souls? 
Is He not ever in the midst of us in His 
house, bidding us recruit our exhausted 
strength by eating and drinking abundantly 
of the Gospel feast? Stretch forth thine 
hand, He says, and pluck the grapes of 
Eshcol, stretch forth thine hand and take 
freely the fatness of the marrow and the 
sweetness of the wine of my Father’s board. 
Is He not ever sending down His Holy 
Spirit on His worshipping congregations on 
the Sabbath day, saying, ‘‘Come, thou 
south wind, blow upon my garden, that the 
spices thereof may flow out.’ May God 
give us all grace, to stretch forth our hand 
and reap into our bosoms all the blessings 
God is so willing to bestow. May each 
returning Sabbath find our hands stretched 
forth to pluck the healing leaves, and 
strength imparting fruit of the Tree of Life. 
May each hour wrtness our hands stretched 
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forth in earnest conflict with the enemies of 
our souls ; and in the last great day may each 
of us stretch forth his hand to grasp from 
the Saviour’s outstretched hand the sceptre 
of immortality, the crown of life. At the 
close of each Sabbath day let us examine 
our souls solemnly— 


“ My soul, what hast thou learnt this day, 
Of Christ, the Life, the Truth, the Way? 
One sabbath more thou hast enjoy’d, 
How have thy thoughts then been employ’d? 
What if this sabbath day should be 
The last that thou on earth must see? 
Art thou prepared now to spend 
A sabbath that shall never end? 
Hast thou, by grace divine inspir’d, 
Been with thy Saviour’s glory fir’d? 
Praying to walk while here with God, 
And then to rise to his abode? 
Has faith been mix’d with what thou’st heard? 
Has grace applied the saving word ? 
Humbled thee? prov’d thee? and made clear 
Thy death through sin? in Christ thy cure? 
Lord, I desire Thou thus would’st teach 
In me the truths thy servants preach ; 
Give me their vital power to own, 
And freely save mo through thy Son.” 


THE CHURCH OF GOD. 


“ Goriovus things of Thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 

He whose word can ne’er be broken, 
Form’d thee for his own abode ; 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
Thou art safe from all thy foes. 


Here the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all dread of want remove: 
Who can faint, while such a river 
Ever flows, their thirst t’ assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
Never fails from age to age. 
Saviour, if in Zion’s city 
Thou record our worthless name, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
We may well endure the shame; 
Fading is the sinner’s pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show: 
Solid joy and lasting treasure, 
None but Zion’s children know.” 


Tur Psalms are full of Christ. That pro- 
bably is one reason why they are so increas- 


ingly precious to the believer as he advances 
in years. Examine the Bible of the aged 
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saint, and you will find very evident tokens 
of his perusal of the Psalms. Not only does 
his increasing appreciation of them arise 
from his growing spirituality of mind leading 
him to use more frequently the devotional 
and praise-speaking portions of God’s word; 
but he finds, with increasing study of the 
Psalms, further, richer, sweeter, and more 
glorious and transporting views of the 
Saviour he loves—of His unsearchable riches, 
the riches of His love, His mercy, His faith- 
fulness and truth, His sympathy, His power, 
and the glories of His coming kingdom. 
The Psalms delight to pourtray the union 
betwixt Christ and His Church; and the 
aged Christian feasts his delighted soul 
often and much with this most comforting 
truth. Look at that glorious 45th Psalm ; it 
is a marriage song, describing the majesty 
and glory of Christ and the beauty of His 
spouse the Church. Whose heart does not 
thrill with ecstacy as he listens to its golden 
strains? It is one of the Psalms appointed 
to be used on Christmas day—most fit and 
appropriate indeed for that day of holy joy 
T 2 
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and triumphant gladness. In the com- 
mencement, the prophet, after telling us 
that the subject of his song is the King of 
Zion, the Lord Jesus Christ, proceeds im- 
mediately to speak of this King Messiah. 
He describes His spiritual beauty and His 
eloquence ; he describes His power and His 
victories, His throne and His sceptre, His 
righteousness and inauguration, His royal 
robes and His glorious palace. He then, in 
the 9th verse, introduces the Church as the 
King’s spouse; he describes her appear- 
ance and dress, he foretells that all nations 
shall bring their offerings to her ; he speaks 
of her as all glorious within, and clothed 
with wrought gold and raiment of needle- 
work ; he then describes her presentation to 
Christ, with her attendant train, and the 
universal joy and gladness occasioned by the 
solemnization of the nuptials. Let us dwell 
upon the glowing description, “ the King’s 
daughter is all glorious within, her clothing 
is of wrought gold.” What may be the 
meaning of this description? We have in 
’ a simple but beautiful representation of 
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the two great things which God does for 
His Church—the two great things which the 
world has not, but which the spiritual Church 
of Christ has—the two great things which 
we all want by nature, and without which 
we can never be presented as a chaste virgin 
to Christ, never be admitted into heaven. 
These two great things are justification and 
sanctification. The Scripture teaches us that 
‘‘ all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God”’—there is our need of justification, 
and again it tells us that “The heart is 
deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked ;” there is our need of sanctification. 
Again, the Scripture teaches us that ‘‘ The 
righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ, is unto all and upon all them 
that believe.’’ It also expressly asserts that 
‘‘ Without holiness, no man shall see the 
Lord ;” and tells us that God purifies the 
heart by faith. By faith also do we over- 
come the world; and by faith again do we 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one, 
In these declarations are pointed out to 
us the nghteousness of justification and the 
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righteousness of sanctification ; in other 
words, the imputed righteousness of Christ 
which justifies the soul, and the work of the 
Spirit in the believer’s heart which sancti- 
fies the soul—and we see that both these 
great works are the believer's by faith. 
They are the two great blessings of which 
Jesus taught the need to Nicodemus: “Ye 
must be born again ;” and the lifting up of 
the Sacrificial Lamb on the cross. They are 
the two great blessings typified by the water 
and blood that flowed from our Lord’s 
wounded side, and He never gives one 
without the other. “The King’s daughter,” 
then, that is, the believing Church of Christ, 
‘is all glorious within; her clothing is of 
wrought gold.” What is true of the Church 
collectively is algo true of each separate 
member of the Church. That which cha- 
racterises, the Church collectively, charac- 
terises every individual member. Let us 
look, lst, on the clothing, which 1s of 
wrought gold; and, 2nd, on the glory 
which is all within. Ist, then, the clothing: 
the preciousness of the robe which covers 
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the King’s daughter is expressed by gold, 
which is the most valuable of metals, and, 
therefore, a fit emblem of that perfect nght- 
eousness which the believer receives by faith, 
as soon as the Spirit has shown him that he 
has nothing of his own but filthy rags, and 
has brought him as a lost sinner to Christ, 
that he may be saved by grace. The taking 
away from a sinner the polluted rags of his 
own wickedness, and the stained tinsel and 
tatters of his own righteousness, and adorn- 
ing him with the justifying robe of Christ’s 
_all-perfect righteousness, is beautifully de- 
scribed in Zechariah iii: 83— Now Joshua 
was clothed with filthy garments, and stood 
before the angel. And the Lord answered 
and spake unto those that stood before him, 
saying, Take away the filthy garments from 
him. And unto him he said, Behold, I 
have caused thine iniquity to pass from 
thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
raiment. And I said, let them set a fair 
mitre upon his head. So they set a fair 
mitre upon his head, and clothed him with 
garments.” So again, in Isaiah lx, the 
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Church is described as prizing this beau- 
teous robe more than untold gold, and look- 
ing upon it with the most grateful and ex- 
ulting feelings: ‘“‘I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord; my soul shall be joyful in my 
God; for He hath clothed me with the gar- 
ments of salvation: He hath covered me 
with the robe af righteousness, as a bride- 
groom decketh himself with ornaments, 
and as a bride adorneth herself with her 
jewels.” And there is no robe but this 
that can cover the soul—that can hide our 
sing and numberless imperfections. If we 
go about to establish our own righteous- 
ness, we shall miserably fail. We must 
submit ourselves to the righteousness of 
God. We must learn to know, and to re- 
joice in the precious truth, that “ Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth,” that if we are 
ever perfectly spotless in God’s sight, it is 
because “‘ we are complete in Him.” We 
must learn to say, “In the Lord Jehovah 
have I righteousness and strength.” We 
must learn to look to Christ as all in our 
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justification, and to know that He is made 
of God unto us wisdom and righteousness; 
sanctification, and redemption. We must 
learn thoroughly what that most precious 
Scripture means: “ He who knew no sin 
was made sin for us, that we might bé 
made the righteousness of God in Him:” 
Christ was covered with our sins, and bore 
them all away; that we might have His 
obedience unto death imputed to us, or set 
down td our account in the registry of 
heaven. Our demerits were imputed to 
Him; His merits are imputed unto us. 
The Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity 
of us all—the Lord hath laid upon all who 
believe the golden mantle of his perfect 
obedience. This golden robe was typified by 
the blood-stained coat of many colours 
which Joseph’s wicked brethren presented 
to their father to screen theniselves from his 
wrath, and again, by the flawless and seam- 
less coat which Jesus wore when on earth. 
When this robe is upon the soul, that soul is 
gloriously pure in the sight of God. Jéhovah 
looks down upon that soul with infinite 
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complacency and delight, and acknowledges 
that that robe covers all his sins, and hides 
everything impure even from His sight. 
The soul that is adorned with this robe, is 
more pleasing to God than even the spot- 
less angels; for the covering on which 
God’s eye rests is far more than the obe- 
dience of a creature, it is the infinitely 
meritorious obedience of his coeternal Son. 
There are a few Christians who object to 
the term ‘“ imputed righteousness,’ but 
there is nothing really to object to in it when 
properly understood. No man, no sinner 
can be justified in God’s sight, by any other 
than an imputed righteousness. The thing 
is manifestly impossible. The law of God, 
the justice of God, the holiness of God, the 
truth of God, all demand a perfect, a tho- 
roughly perfect obedience from the creature. 
Now, it is evident that no child of Adam 
ever has, or ever can, carry up to God’s 
“‘oreat white throne”? an obedience thus 
perfect wrought out by himself. He must 
be indebted to another for it. It is very 
wrong indeed, and highly dangerous to 
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speak of the imputed righteousness of 
Christ as all the righteousness a sinner 
wants. He wants holiness of heart, and 
righteousness of life as wells and God will 
either give him both or neither. But when 
we are speaking of a sinner’s justification 
before God, it is quite Scriptural and per- 
fectly safe to speak of the imputed right- 
eousness of Christ. Even John Wesley, who 
was very much opposed to the term when 
used in an unscriptural way, and very care- 
ful how he used it himself, makes use of it, 
and very properly, when speaking of jus- 
tification. He is speaking of sanctification 
and justification ; he describes sanctification 
as inward righteousness or holiness of heart, 
which is God’s own free gift through Christ 
and his own work by his almighty Spirit. 
He describes the righteousness of God in a 
sinnet’s justification, as follows: ‘‘ It is the 
righteousness of Christ, imputed to every 
believer, whereby all his sins are blotted 
out, and he is reconciled to the favour of 
God.”? This description appears to me to 
agree with the statement of the Apostle 
U 
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Paul, Romans iy. 5: “To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteous- 
ness.” Even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without works ; say 
ing, “‘ Blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered : 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin.’”” When we remember that 
this glorious robe is dipped in the most 
precious blood of God’s dear Son, that 
blood which was the costly price with which 
He purchased His Church, surely we may 
see the propriety of comparing it to all that 
is most precious and costly in nature, surely 
we can understand a little why the Church 
is described in my text as clothed in gold. 
But it is a particular kind of gold. This 
robe is of wrought gold, and it would be 
difficult to imagine a more appropriate me. 
taphor. The righteousness of Christ as God 
was ever perfect; not wrought out, but 
complete from eternity; but the righteous- 
ness of the God-man Jesus was the work of 
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a life of painful endurance, fiery temptation, 
and exact conformity to the will of God, in 
thought, word, and deed. It resulted from 
toil, discipline, privation, and submission ; 
it was polished in a furnace of affliction, 
graven by daily triumphs over the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. His innate holi- 
ness, as a perfect man was gold; but when 
exercised in the functions of a man born 
under the law, it became wrought gold. His 
continually suffering temptation, yet with- 
out sin, and His fulfilling the law in every 
particular, formed a pattern of exquisite 
workmanship, commending the pure metal 
to the admiration of angels and of men. 
Now this robe of wrought gold is upon all 
who believe. There is no doubt on the sub- 
ject; if you believe, you are perfect before 
God in the righteousness of Christ. And 
then see what happiness is yours. Your 
sins may be sought for but they cannot be 
found, for they are all hid under this glo- 
rious mantle. You have the full merit in 
God’s sight of having kept the law, and 
who then, in earth or hell, can bring any- 
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thing to your charge? “It is God that 
justifieth, who is he that condemneth ?”? 
Some true Christians, either from imper- 
fect teaching or from weakness of faith, live 
as if they were unconscious of this privilege. 
They hang down their heads like a bulrush, 
still mourn over their sins as though unfor- 
given, and refuse to rejoice in the Lord al- 
ways. Is the reader one of these despond- 
ing souls who dwell on their own sinfulness, 
and think God only looks at their corrup- 
tion, and not at the imputed righteousness 
with which they are invested? Surely this 
is false humility, and dishonouring to God, 
who requires to be believed, and to be taken 
at His word. He tells you there 1s now no 
condemnation; that He is not your angry 
Tyrant, but your reconciled Father ; not your 
frowning Judge, but your loving Friend. 
My dear reader, try to realize the fact that 
the burden is removed, and that the robe 
with which God has covered your sins is in- 
deed of wrought gold. Try to experience 
the liberty of a child, and cry unto God, 
Abba, Father! Do not act like one who is 
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conscious of having intruded himself upon 
the feast without a wedding garment; but 
rejoice in what the Lord has done for your 
soul, and remember that not for your own 
works have you been justified, but that by 
grace are you saved, through faith which is 
the gift of God, and that now being justified 
by faith, your privilege is to have peace with 
God. You may adopt the language of the 
hymn, and rejoice in the full assuranceof faith. 


“ Jesus, thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
*Midst flaming worlds, in these array’d, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 
When from the dust of death I rise, 
To take my mansion in the skies, 
F’en then shall this be all my plea, 
Jesus hath liv’d and died for me. 
Bold shall I stand in that great day; 
For who aught to my charge shall lay, 
While through Thy blood, absolv’d I am 
From sin’s tremendous curse and shame? 


Thus Abraham, the friend of God, 
Thus all the armies bought with blood, 
Saviour of sinners Thee proclaim— 
Sinners, of whom the chief I am. 

This spotless robe the same appears, 
When ruin’d nature sinks in years; 

No age can change its glorious hue; 
The robe of Christ is ever new. 


vu 2 


THE CHURCH OF GOD. 


Oh let the dead now hear thy voice! 
Bid, Lord, Thy banish’d ones rejoice; 
Their beauty this, their glorious dress, 
desus, The Lord our righteousness.” 

But now look at the glory that is all 
within. The decree of the Lord is, that 
““Whom He justifies, them He also sancti- 
fies.”” “The King’s daughter is all glorious 
within.” She has not only the justifying 
robe without, but the internal graces which 
the Spint of God bestows. And if such be 
her characteristic, what shall we say of some 
who boast of their clothing of wrought gold, 
and fancy they are wrapping round them the 
ample folds of a Redeemer’s righteousness, 
while they entirely neglect the truth that 
the Church has an imparted, as well as an 
imputed righteousness, and are not careful 
that the Gospel they have received should 
make them “ obedient in word and deed.” 
What is this, but to claim the heirship with- 
out submitting to the discipline and traming 
ofachild? If, while we desire the one, we 
reject the other, jt is a clear proof that the 
robe is not upon us at all, for the Scriptural 
evidence of justification is sanctification of 
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the heart and life. The well-instructed be- 
liever knows this, and earnestly seeks to be 
filled with the fruits of the Spirit; he seeks 
to possess largely the gifts that are promised 
to the Church, that he may have full assu- 
rance of his salvation, and glorify his Sa- 
viour. He is not content to remain m a low 
spiritual state, when such provision has been 
made to establish him in holiness; but he 
presses towards the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God, looking to Jesus for 
strength. He is not, indeed, overwhelmed 
because corruption hourly besets him, and 
his sins are of daily occurrence; but he 
brings them to the Cross as they arise, and 
submits them to the Gospel light that they 
may be pardoned and subdued. He gives 
himself mightily to prayer; he takes up the 
sword of the Spirit, and fights ; he lays hold 
of the shield of faith, and resists ; he puts 
on the shoes of the Gospel, and runs; he 
wears the helmet of salvation, and perse~ 
veres. 

Now, my reader, is such your endeavour ? 
Are you seeking to walk before God in all 
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holiness ? Do you desire to be “allt glorious 
within?” Let me remind you that “ this is 
the will of God, even your sanctification,” and 
that what He has willed He is fully able also 
to bring to pass. The old man may be 
strong, but there is a stronger than he. 
Temptations may be violent, but no one is 
tempted above what he is able to bear. Sa- 
tan may assault; but God shall bruise Satan 
shortly under your feet. The world may 
fascinate, but Jesus has overcome the world. 
We all acknowledge the indwelling of the 
Spirit in believers, for, ‘if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 
Now, the fruits of the Spirit are glorious 
fruits ; they are love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meeknesa, 
temperance, bowels of mercies, humility, pa- 
tience. Well may the soul that possesses 
these be said to be “all glorious within.” If 
these are the fruits of the Spirit, then they 
who have none of them cannot be Christ’s. 


‘“‘ Mistaken souls, that dream of heaven, 
And make their empty boast 
Of inward joys, and sins forgiven, 
While they are slaves to lust. 
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Vain are our fancies, airy flights, 
If faith be cold and dead; 

None but a living power unites 
To Christ the living Head. 


"Tis faith that changes all the heart; 
"Tis faith that works by love, 

That bids all sinful joys depart, 
And lifts the thoughts above. 

Tis faith that conquers earth and hell, 
By a celestial power ; 

This is the grace that shall prevail 
In the decisive hour. 

This faith obeys her Father’s will, 
As well as trusts His grace; 

A pard’ning God is jealous still 
For His own holiness.” 

If these are the fruits of the Spinit,: how 
then are we to account for the absence of 
many of these fruits in 80 many whom we 
hope are truly justified persons? How is it 
we see so little love among the people of 
God? so little self denial, so little sepa- 
ration from the world? These things ought 
not so to be. God is able to make all grace 
abound in us. Why then do wecome behind 
in so many gifts? Is it not a fact that we 
feel within us thoughts running wild, when 
every imagination should be brought into 


captivity to the will of God; our corrup- 
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tions full of life, that ought to be mortified ; 
our tongues full of folly, that should be used 
only to edification; and our hearts cast down, 
instead of being filled with joy and peace? 
If we are epistles, known and read of all men, 
they see in us many blots and blemishes ; it 
is not a fair copy, but marred with many 
imperfections, and they see something very 
different to those Christians the Apostle 
addressed. The Roman Christians, he says, 
were “ filled with all goodness.”” The Co- 
rinthians came behind in no gift; the Ephe- 
Sians were eminent for faith and love; the 
Philippians were praised for their obedience, 
and the Colossians for bringing forth fruit. 
Of the Thessalonians it is said, they were 
patient in hope, that their Christian love 
toward each other abounded, that their faith 
grew exceedingly, and that they were ex- 
amples to other Churches. And why is it 
not thus amongst us? Why are not we 
thus ‘‘all glorious within?’ The Lord’s 
arm is not shortened, neither 1s His grace 
less powerful than it was. The reason is 
plain, and very humbling. Weare straitened 
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in ourselves; we are too well satisfied to be 
saved without desiring to glorify God in our 
lives. There is a natural aversion in the 
heart of man to any process of purification ; 
and we would all be very well pleased to get 
to heaven without denying ourselves and 
taking up our cross. We do not like the 
process of crucifying the flesh with the 
affections and lusts, and we all indolently 
yield to those things that obstruct and 
hinder our growth in holiness, instead of 
resolutely overcoming them in the strength 
of the Lord. Again, we are too apt to de- 
pend on our own strength; too apt to for- 
get that the fruits of the Spirit are gifts as 
well as fruits, and are to be obtained not so 
much by effort as by prayer—earnest, per- 
severing, believing prayer. Another great 
hindrance to our sanctification, another rea- 
son why we are not more glorious within, 1s 
the weakness of our faith. We do not rea- 
lize our privileges as believers, the fulness 
of all grace that we have in Christ. As the 
heart is purified by faith, it follows, as a 
matter of course, that the stronger and more 
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vigorous the faith, the more will there be of 
that purity which is the inward adornment 
of the saint. Love, joy and peace will exist 
in proportion to the degree of faith. The 
Church of Christ is represented in Scripture 
as enjoying the full assurance of faith in 
those parts which speak most largely of the 
richness and sweetness of her graces. Thus 
she exclaims, “‘ My Beloved is mine, and I 
am His.’’ Here are the two things, full 
assurance of faith in Him, and entire dedi- 
cation of herself to Him. She calls Him 
beloved, because she knows that He has first 
loved her with an everlasting love, and given 
Himself for her. She must therefore needs 
love Him. He is to her the chiefest among 
ten thousand and the altogether lovely. She 
says to Him, “‘ Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee, and there is none upon earth that I 
desire besides Thee.”” She calls Him more- 
over my beloved. She says, my Beloved is 
mine. She appropriates Him to herself; 
She claims her part in His great work of 
justification and has peace. She knows she 
*s graven on the palms of His hands, and 
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she is persuaded that nothing is able to 
separate her from His love. Oh, what 
security is this? Who can make her afraid? 
Who can rob her of her joy? She looks 
back to her former state of misery and is 
filled with grateful joy. She looks forward 
to sitting with her Beloved on His throne 
and her heart overflows with joy. She can 
sing : 
“ And is my soul with Jesus one? 
Is He my Covenant Head? 


Was it for me He left his throne, 
Obey’d the law, and bled? 


And is my soul with Jesus one 
With everlasting ties? 

O matchless love and grace unknown, 
And love that never dies ! 


And is my soul with Jesus one, 
Betroth’d to Him in love? 

Will He so vile a sinner own, 
And faithful to me prove? 


And is my soul with Jesus one? 
Does He possess my heart? 

Then He will take me to his throne, 
For we can never part |” 


But further, the Church not only declares 
that her Beloved is hers, but that she is 
His. My Beloved is mine, and J am His. 

x 


230 THE CHURCH OF GOD. 


She asserts His absolute right to her, and 
her entire abandonment of herself to Him. 
In this self-resignation is perfected the hap- 
piness of the Church, and unworthy would 
she be of her Lord, and unmeet to be the 
bride of Christ, whatever her adornments, 
without this complete submission. Thus, 
just before the verse in the 45th Psalm, 
which describes her as clothed in raiment of 
wrought gold, and all glorious within, she is 
exhorted to this unqualified surrender of 
herself to Christ: ‘‘ Hearken, O daughter, 
and consider, and incline thine ear, forget 
also thine own people, and thy father’s 
house.” She has been taken out of the 
world, and is no longer to be conformed to 
the world. She has been lifted from the 
dunghill to sit among princes. She has 
been bought with a price, and redeemed 
with blood. She must not regret the flesh- 
pots of Egypt. She must not, lke Lot’s 
wife, cast a lingering look on the doomed 
cities of the plain. Old things are passed 
away; all things are become new. She is 
separated from sinners, and must not again 
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defile herself with them. .She has been 
made like the wings of a dove, that is 
covered with silver, and her feathers with 
yellow gold, and she must no more return to 
her lying among the pots. She must ever 
look back upon the day when Jesus made 
her His with gratitude and pleasure. 


“ © happy day, that fixed my choice 
On Thee, my Saviour and my God ! 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its raptures all abroad. 
Happy day! happy day! 
When Jesus washed my sins away. 
He taught me how to watch and pray, 
And live rejoicing every day. 
Happy day! happy day! 
When Jesus washed my sins away. 


O happy bond, that seals my vows 
To Him who merits all my love! 
Let cheerful anthems fill His house, 

While to the sacred shrine I move. 


Tis done—the great transaction’s done; 
I am my Lord’s, and He is mine; 

He drew me, and I followed on, 
Charmed to confess the voice Divine. 


Now rest, my long-divided heart, 
Fixed on this blissful centre rest; 
With ashes who would grudge to part, 
When called on angels’ bread to feast? 
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High heaven, that heard the solemn vow, 
That vow renewed shall daily hear; 
Till in life’s latest hour I bow, 
And bless, in death, a bond so dear.” 

My reader, if you would be altogether 
devoted to the Lord who bought you, try to 
realize fully that He has bought you; try, 
strive, aim, to attain the full assurance of 
faith. One solemn, but cheering considera- 
tion, let me add, to provoke you to seek more 
diligently to be adorned with all the graces 
and filled with all the sanctifying influences 
of God’s good Spirit. The Lord is at hand. 
Should not the Bride prepare and make 
herself ready when she hears the Bride- 
groom’s voice, calling to her and saying, 
‘‘ Behold, I come quickly.”? The watchmen 
of Zion already catch the faint streak of 
light on the far distant horizon, telling them 
the morning is beginning to dawn. They 
already warn us that the Lord has prepared 
his wedding feast, and will soon come forth 
from His chamber rejoicing as a bridegroom 
to meet his bride. Should not the bride 
make herself ready? Alas, it is because 
our hearts are too much divided and en- 
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tangled with the world, that we love so little 
to hear of our Lord’s speedy coming. We 
feel that we are not in a fit state to meet 
Him ; that we are not all glorious within ; 
that the Holy Spirit has not yet dwelt in us 
as his temple so fully that everything has 
been brought into sweet harmony to the 
Divine will. The only way to be all glorious 
within is to be “filled with the Spirit.” It 
is because we are not filled with the Spint, 
but allow our hearts to be occupied with the 
chaff of earthly cares, and the stubble of 
worldly things, that there is so little lifting 
up of the head with eager anticipation when 
the cry is sounded in our ears, “ Behold the 
Bridegroom cometh !’? If we were filled with 
the Spirit our language would be, “ Why 
tarry the wheels of his chariot? Make 
haste, my Beloved, and be thou hke to a roe 
or a young hart upon the mountains of spices. 
Come, that I may see Thee. Come, that I 
may be like Thee. Come, that I may be 
with Thee. Come, that I may go forth to 
meet Thee in my clothing of wrought 
gold and all glorious within. Come, that I 
x 2 
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may stand before Thy throne without spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. EVEN s0, 


come, Lorp JESUS, COME QUICKLY.” 


‘The Church has waited long, 

Her absent Lord to see; 

And still in loneliness she waits, 
A friendless stranger she. 

Age after age has gone, 
Sun after sun has set, 

And still in weeds of widowhood, 
She weeps, a widow yet. 

Come, then, Lord Jesus, come ! 


Saint after saint on earth 
Has lived, and loved, and died, 
And as they left us one by one, 
We laid them side by side. 
We laid them down to slecp, 
But not in hope forlorn ; 
We laid them but to ripen there 
Till the last glorious morn. 
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come ! 


The serpent’s brood increase, 
The powers of hell grow bold, 
The conflict thickens, faith is low, 
And love is waxing cold; 
How long, O Lord our God, 
Holy, and true, and good, 
Wilt Thou not judge Thy suffering Church, 
Her sighs, and tears, and blood? 
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come! 


We long to hear Thy voice; 
To see Thee face to face ; 

To share Thy crown and glory then 
As now we share Thy grace.. 
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Should not the loving Bride 
The absent Bridegroom mourn ? 
Should she not wear the weeds of (aye 
Until her Lord return? 
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come ! 


The whole creation groans, 
And waits to hear that voice, 
Which shall restore her comeliness, 
And make her wastes rejoice. 
Come, Lord, and wipe away 
The curse, the sin, the stain, 
And make this blighted world of ours 
Thine own fair world again. 
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come !” 
Bonar. 


THE END. 
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